ACTIVATION CEREMONY

690th MILITARY POLICE COMPANY

2 November 2003


1000hrs
Prelude music begins.


Formation of troops – two platoons form on final line with Adjutant taking his position and COT and Staff assuming their positions.

1025hrs

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen please take your seats, the ceremony is about to begin.

1030hrs

NARRATOR
Good morning and welcome to the Activation Ceremony for 690th Military Police Company, Florida Army National Guard.
A ceremonial parade, impeccably performed, can never fail to be a source of inspiration to those who watch it or take part in it.  It is the noblest and proudest form of drill.  Based on the “blount whetstone” of drill instruction to recruits it was for many hundreds of years the foundation of battle discipline in all Armies.


If Soldiers are to give their best in war they must be united.  Discipline seeks through drill to instill into all ranks this sense of unity, by requiring them to obey orders as one person.  A ceremonial parade, moreover, provides an occasion for Soldiers to express pride in their performance, pride in the Regiment or Corps and pride in the profession of Arms.


Today we are pleased to have in attendance:

ADJUTANT
(When narrator is done making introductions) Faces down the line of troops and commands “SOUND ATTENTION”.

PLT LEADERS
After music, faces about and commands “PLATOON, ATTENTION”.  When platoon is at attention, faces about and assumes the position of attention.

ADJUTANT
When all platoons are at attention commands “SOUND ADJUTANT’S CALL”.  While music is playing moves directly to his position halfway between the line of troops and the position of the COT facing the troops.


When music stops and all are in place faces about and assumes the position of attention.

COT
When the Adjutant faces about COT marches staff to their posts midway between midway between the line of troops and the reviewing stand and face the line of troops.

ADJUTANT
When the COT has halted at his post, the adjutant faces about and directs “BRING YOUR PLATOONS TO PRESENT ARMS”

PLT LEADERS
Face about and in sequence command “PRESENT, ARMS” they then face about and salute.

ADJUTANT
After all platoons are at present arms face about, salute and report “SIR, THE COMMAND IS FORMED”

COT
Returns the salute and directs “TAKE YOUR POST”.

ADJUTANT
Takes post by facing to the half left in marching, marches forward, halts at normal interval to the right flank staff member.

COT
When the Adjutant is in position directs “BRING YOUR UNITS TO ORDER ARMS” Remain facing the line of troops.

PLT LEADERS
Terminate salutes, face about and directs “ORDER, ARMS” When all are at order arms faces about.

STAFF
When PLT Leaders face about staff moves around COT.  The left flank staff member commands “RIGHT, FACE, FWD MARCH, COLUMN LEFT, COLUMN LEFT, STAFF HALT, LEFT FACE.  Staff should now be centered on and 2 steps in front of the COT facing the reviewing stand.

COT
When the staff has reversed the COT faces about and remains at attention.

NARRATOR
(When the COT faces about) Ladies and Gentlemen please rise for the entrance of the official party.

OFFICIAL 
Marches from their location to the positions on the reviewing stand.  Remain

PARTY
standing.

COT
When the official party is in place COT faces about and directs “BRING YOUR PLATOONS TO PRESENT ARMS”.

PLT LEADERS
Face about and direct “PLATOON, PRESENT, ARMS”, when all are at present arms, faces about and salutes.

COT
When all Platoon Leaders are at present arms faces about and over right shoulder directs “STAFF, PRESENT, ARMS.”  When staff is at present arms COT salutes.

MUSIC
When the COT salutes that is the signal for Ruffles and Flourishes to be played.  (2 Star Honors)

COT
When music stops, says “SIR, THE COMMAND IS FORMED”

REVIEWING
Salutes and replies “PROCEED WITH THE CEREMONY”

OFFICER
(May be seated at this point)

COT
Terminates salute over right shoulder directs staff to “ORDER, ARMS” when staff terminates salute faces about and directs “BRING YOUR PLATOONS TO ORDER ARMS”

NARRATOR
At this time Chaplain Hugus will give the invocation.

CHAPLAIN
Gives invocation and returns to seat.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen please be seated.  Today our platform party consists of:


Major General First Mi. Last the Adjutant General of Florida


LTC First Mi. Last, Deputy Group Commander, 50th ASG FLARNG


LTC First Mi. Last, Commander 927th CSB FLARNG


Command Sergeant Major First Mi. Last, CSM, 927th CSB FLARNG

PLT LEADERS
Terminate salute, face about and directs “ORDER, ARMS” faces about.

COT
When Platoon Leaders face about, COT directs “COLORS, CENTER, MARCH.

STAFF
On the preparatory command Colors, Center, the staff faces to the right.  On the Command of execution March, the staff begins marching forward to a position offset to the left front of the reviewing stand, halts, faces to the left.

COLORS
Take steps forward to a pre-determined mark on floor and halts.

COT
Marches forward until he is three steps in front of the color detail, halts, faces about and over right shoulder directs “FORWARD, MARCH” Marches forward until he reaches his original position.  Gives color detail Halt.  When colors are present salutes the Reviewing Officer and says “SIR, THE COLORS ARE PRESENT”

REVIEWING
Stands, Salutes and directs the COT to “ASSUME YOUR POST” takes seat.

OFFICER

COT
Faces to the right in marching and marches by the most direct route to his position in front of the staff.  Faces to the right and directs “BRING YOUR UNITS TO PRESENT ARMS”

PLT LEADERS
Face about and direct “PLATOON, PRESENT, ARMS” Face about and comes to present arms.

COT
When all Platoon Leaders are at present arms, faces about and directs “STAFF, PRESENT, ARMS over right shoulder, when staff is at position of present arms salutes.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentleman, please rise for the playing of our National Anthem.  All military personnel will render a hand salute and civilian personnel will place your right hand over your heart.  Those civilians wearing a hat are asked to remove it and place your right hand over your heart.

MUSIC
Play the National Anthem

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen please be seated.

COT
After the last note of the National Anthem terminate salute.  Over right shoulder direct “STAFF, ORDER ARMS” When staff is at order arms faces about and directs “BRING YOUR PLATOONS TO ORDER ARMS”

PLT LEADERS
Terminate salute, face about and command “ORDER, ARMS” face about and remain at attention.

COT
When all Platoon Leaders have faced about, faces about and remain at attention.

NARRATOR
Need to read something about the history of the Crystal River Armory. Give the why we are here.

NARRATOR
The Activation Ceremony is an old Army tradition. It serves two purposes, first it allows the Commander the opportunity to assess the readiness and discipline of the unit and secondly, with the uncasing of the Guidon it marks a definite point in time to commemorate the beginning or continuation of a units history and lineage by carrying on the finest tradition of the United States Army.

SENIOR

COMMANDER
Moves from the platform to a pre-determined mark on the floor.

COMPANY
Moves from the platform to a pre-determined mark on the floor.

COMMANDER

FIRST

SERGEANT
The 1SG moves from his post with the cased Guidon and positions himself in front of the Senior Commander. The 1SG presents the Senior Commander the cased Guidon.

NARRATOR
The uncasing of a units Guidon signifies the beginning of a chapter in the life of a Military unit. The 1SG is the interim custodian of the Guidon.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentleman please rise

COT
(When narrator is done)  COT faces about and Commands “COMPANY ATTENTION”
SENIOR

COMMANDER
Lowers the cased Guidon toward the 1SG

FIRST

SERGEANT
Uncases the Guidon 

SENIOR

COMMANDER
Unrolls the Guidon

COMPANY

COMMANDER
Takes one step forward and executes a right face.

FIRST

SERGEANT
Moves to his position across from the Company Commander and to the right of the Senior Commander.

NARRATOR
“ATTENTION TO ORDERS”

NARRATOR
LTC Last Name now presents the Guidon to CPT Last Name signifying the charging of his unit effective 14 September 2003. CPT Last Name passes the Guidon to 1SG Last Name signifying the trust and responsibility of the Company Enlisted members.

SENIOR 

COMMANDER
Commands “POST”

COMPANY

COMMANDER
Returns to his original position to the left of the Senior Commander.

FIRST

SERGEANT
Executes a right face and marches toward the unit Guidon bearer. 1SG stops in front of the Guidon bearer and presents the Guidon to the bearer and the returns to his position behind the Color Guard.

SENIOR & COMPANY Commanders return to the platform

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen you may be seated.

COT
(When all are seated) Faces about and directs “BRING YOUR PLATOONS TO PARADE REST”

PLT LEADERS
Face about and commands “PARADE, REST” then faces about and assumes the position of parade rest.

COT
When Platoon Leaders are at Parade Rest. The COT will turn about and come to Parade Rest.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Deputy Group Commander LTC First Mi. Last.

LTC THOMPSON
Introduces MG First Mi. Last, the Adjutant General of Florida Gives remarks then sits back down.

MG LAST NAME
Gives remarks then sits back down.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Deputy Group Commander LTC First Mi. Last.

LTC THOMPSON
Gives remarks then sits back down.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen, The Senior Commander and the 927th CSB
Battalion Commander, LTC First Mi. Last
LTC LAST NAME
Gives remarks then sits back down

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen, The Unit Commander for the 690th MP Co. CPT Last Name
CPT LAST NAME
Gives remarks and sits back down

COT
When CPT Last Name sits back down over right shoulder directs faces about and directs “BRING YOUR PLATOONS TO ATTENTION”

PLT LEADERS
Come to attention, face about and command “PLATOON, ATTENTION” faces about and comes to the position of attention.

COT
When all are at attention COT directs “COMPANY, POST, MARCH”


On the command Post the following actions occur simultaneously:

COLORS
Reverse March and halt


On the command March the following occurs

COLORS
March forward to their position on line and executes a reverse March (faces the reviewing stand)

COT
Marches back to center of the floor then faces them to the right.  COT faces to the left (looks at troops).  When all are back in position he faces about and remains at attention.

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen please rise for the playing of the Army Song.

MUSIC
Play Army Song

COT
At the conclusion of the Army Song Salutes the Reviewing Official and says “SIR, THIS CONCLUDES THE CEREMONY”

REVIEWING
Returns Salute

OFFICER

OFFICIAL
Exits the platform in same order they arrived.

PARTY

NARRATOR
Ladies and Gentlemen, this concludes today’s ceremony.  On behalf of the Florida National Guard and the 690th Military Police Company, we thank you for your support and attendance at today’s welcome home ceremony.  We invite you to stay and enjoy a reception inside the Armory.  Thank you. 

COT
Faces about and directs “TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR PLATOONS”

PLT LEADERS
Face about and directs “FALL OUT”
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