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Tanzania:  A Cultural Overview

Intro:

What was just “East Africa” to the traders going from East to West now stands as a country of generosity, hope, freedom and national pride, transitioning from a nomadic civilization to a European colony.  Tanzania’s history involves maritime rivalry between the Portuguese and Arab traders, European desires for colonization and British and German industrialization.  The Germans remained in control until the end of WWI only to be replaced by Britain via the League of Nations mandate.  It wasn’t until 1961 that the nation gained independence.  Tanganyika (the mainland) and Zanzibar (an island sultanate) merged in a federal republic in 1964, creating Tanzania.  Today Tanzania remains a growing country of 37 million with more than 100 tribes and few conflicts.  Kiswahili is the national language with English widely spoken in urban areas (the secondary education level instructional language).  Most importantly, Tanzania remains proud of its history, its people.  

Kilimanjaro, the highest free-standing mountain in the world with a permanent glacier at its top, is an icon for Tanzanians.  The national parks of the Serengeti, Mikumi, Lake Victoria and the Great Ruaha Rift all show the various beauties Tanzania has to offer—desert, rainforest, jungles, river rapids, lakes among the largest in the world, and amazing wildlife.  
The Tanzanian government continually tries to find a balance between the traditional identities of the tribal people – Bantu and Maasai – and keeping the children educated and informed about the world around them without losing tribal identity.  The cities of Dodoma and Dar es-Salaam are prosperous and active, but off the beaten track the poverty and suffering from hunger and AIDS / HIV reign.  
References
Tanzanian History, Global Volunteers   http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzania_info.htm#history 

The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed. Copyright © 2006, Columbia University Press. All rights reserved. http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861437.html

Photos: 
Mick Spears (permission given)

Honeygrahams Typepad.com



 http://honeygrahams.typepad.com/photos/tanzania/img_2121.html
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Action: Identify Tanganyika’s struggle for independence and self-sufficiency. 
Conditions: Without references

Standards:  Identify Tanganyika’s struggle for independence and self-sufficiency with student checks. 
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Administrative:

-Safety requirements:  None
-Risk assessment level: Low

-Environmental considerations:  None
-Evaluations: Student checks 
-This presentation is unclassified
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Agenda:

Discuss Tanzania’s:

Symbols of Pride, Geography, History & Identity, Culture, Government, Economy Issues, People

Slide 5 
Overview

	Country Name:  
	United Republic of Tanzania

	Capital: 
	 Dar es Salaam and Dodoma 

	Independence granted:      (Former German colony and British Protectorate) 
	 

	 
	May 1961 for Tanganyika  

	 
	April 1964 union with Zanzibar formed Tanzania 
	 

	Population:  
	approx. 38,329,000 

	Official languages:   
	English and Kiswahili

	 
	Predominantly Christian & Muslim

	Geography:
	Desert, coastal, volcanoes, mountain, rainforest


Overview


The conventional name of Tanzania is the United Republic of Tanzania.  Tanzania and her people are a very prideful people who went through a lot of struggle to become an independent country.  The mission from the beginning was to be self-sufficient which is something they still strive for today.  Unique to Tanzania there are two capital cities and a democratic republic government system:  Dar es Salaam for Commercial purposes and Dodoma for Political purposes.  As you will find out, the jointure between Zanzibar and Tanganyika allowed Zanzibar it’s relative freedom of control on matters significant only to Zanzibar, but the ruling President of Tanzania has control over the country as a whole.  In the April 2006 census Tanzania growing population just past thirty-eight million with a 2% population growth.  However, since many tribal communities still exist in Tanzania the numbers are not as precise.  Another issue for the population is the growing HIV/AIDS epidemic, particularly in male workers and orphans of HIV/AIDS victims.  

The official language of Tanzania is Kiswahili with a close second in English.  If one is to get around in the countryside Kiswahili is needed, in the city English is used more commonly.  

As for religion, Tanzania is as at even split between Christian and Muslim leaving nearly 10% of the population still following traditional tribal spiritual beliefs and superstitions.  Like the issue with population, the accuracy of religion in Tanzania is imprecise since many tribal communities combine western religious beliefs with their traditional indigenous beliefs pending on situation and tradition. 

Geographically Tanzania has it all! From the lakes and river beds to coastal waters of the Indian Ocean over to the mountains, rainforest, desert and volcanoes.  Some areas are in drought then have a flash flood killing many people.  
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Tanzania and her people identify themselves with their money, their state emblem and motto:   The United Republic motto: "Uhuru na Umoja" = Freedom and Unity.  For them their strength lies within these simple symbols of their past struggles as daily reminders of how far they have come along and their willingness to push forward.  To understand these symbols is to understand their struggles and the attitude of a Tanzanian; they don’t have much but what they have they are proud of.  As we go through this presentation, you will see how all of these symbols are interrelated to their current life.

The flag is a sign of the joint independence sought out by Tanganyika and Zanzibar and their union.  The colors and design come from both original Tanganyika and Zanzibar flags.

Emblem (SHIELD): 
Warrior's Shield:   all aspects of the shield represent some portion of Tanzania’s past and present.  It symbolizes the people’s struggle for independence and their current struggle to remain free and economically secure.

Gold represents minerals in the United Republic; 

Red portion underneath the flag symbolizes the fertile red soil of Africa

Wavy bands represent the land, sea, lakes and coastal lines of the United Republic. 
The Shield is set upon Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Elephant tusk supported by a man and a woman symbolize cooperation and gender and equality of the people of Tanzania. 

A clove bush is at the feet of the man and a cotton bush is at the feet of the woman symbolizing agriculture in the Republic. 
Superimposed features on the Shield are flames of a burning torch which signifies freedom, enlightenment and knowledge; a spear signifying defense of freedom and crossed axe and hoe being tools that the people of the United Republic use in developing the country. 

The Uhuru Torch symbolizes freedom and light.   It was first lit atop Kilimanjaro (5,895 m) in 1961 when Tanganyika gained independence from Britain and was meant to symbolically shine over the country and across the borders bringing “hope where there is despair, love where there is enmity and respect where there is hatred.”  

Sources: 


Flags of the World 
http://flagspot.net/flags/tz.html

CIA   https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/tz.html

The United Republic of Tanzania National Website  http://www.tanzania.go.tz

Tanzania Embassy in the USA 
http://www.tanzaniaembassy-us.org/government/
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Geography

Area: 364,900 sq mi (945,087 sq km); slightly larger than twice the size of California 

Coastline: 885 miles (1,424 km) 
Land Boundaries: 3,861 km

Kenya 769 km

Mozambique 756 km

Malawi 475 km

Dem. Republic of the Congo 459 km

Burundi 451 km

Uganda 396 km

Zambia 338 km  

Rwanda 217 km 

(Map source: Unimaps.com http://unimaps.com/tanzania/index.html)

Additional Information: 

→Tanzania is the largest country in east Africa covering 364,900 square miles, including its offshore islands of Zanzibar, Pemba, and Mafia.  

→ Most of Tanzania is a high, hot plateau land averaging 3,000 feet above sea level, 

→ The rift valley lies between the Indian Ocean on the east and the plunging line to the west, with more rift valley depressions through the center. (A rift valley is two tectonic plates pulling apart from each other to create a fault line).
→ Bordered by Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Zambia, Malawi and Mozambique. It is important to really notice the countries that border Tanzania and the lengthy and still existing problems they have had—Malawi, DR Congo, Burundi, Uganda, and Rwanda.  It is surprising to see how Tanzania is surrounded by such conflicts but has remained relatively safe and secure within its own confined borders.  Another note to think of for later…the military base locations which are not as strategically located as one might think.

→ Terrain includes the highest mountain in Africa, Kilimanjaro at 5895m (19,341ft), Lake Victoria the second largest fresh water lake in the world, and the deepest lake in Africa, Lake Tanganyika.  Much of what was once savannah and scattered bush has now turning into semi-desert.  There are severe droughts followed by dangerous floods.
→ Capital city:  Unique to Tanzania there are two capital cities.  
Dar es-Salaam, also a major port, is the country’s COMMERCIAL capital.  
Dodoma, with over 300,000 people is the country’s POLITICAL capital.  

Source: 

Cosmos Tourama  http://www.cosmostourama.co.uk/countryinfo.php?countryid=tza

Cultures of the World Tanzania, Marshall Cavendish Corp.

Unimaps.com http://unimaps.com/tanzania/index.html
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Additional Information:
Lake Tanganyika:  

→ On the western border, running north-south, Lake Tanganyika is the world’s longest freshwater lake as well as one of the deepest (4,710 ft), and is home to some 250 species of fish, 176 which are found nowhere else.  It is the second largest of African lakes, the second deepest (after Lake Baikal, Siberia) and the longest lake of the world.  Its surface is 773 m (2539 ft) above sea level.  The lake is situated within the Western Rift of the Great Rift Valley and is confined by the mountainous walls of the valley.  Along the western coast, steep side-walls of the Great Rift Valley reach 2,000 m in relative height to form the shoreline. 

→ Agriculture, livestock raising and the processing of these products as well as the mining (tin, copper, coal, etc.) are the main industries in the drainage basin of Lake Tanganyika.  There is also a shipping system between Kigoma (Tanzania), Kalemie (Zaire) and other coastal towns to support the inland transportation system.

→ The lake is divided between four countries: Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Tanzania and Zambia, with the DRC (45%) and Tanzania (41%) possessing the majority of the lake.

Lake Victoria: 

→ A.k.a. Victoria Nyanza and Ukerewe in various languages.
→ Borders three countries - Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda - it is no longer possible to travel between these countries via the lake for immigration/visa purposes as well as getting stuck on sand bars since the lake is quite shallow.  There is however steamer ships that transport passengers to and from 3 Tanzania ports—Bukoba, Musoma and Mwanza.  
→ Second largest fresh water lake in the world (behind Lake Superior in N. America). 

67,850 sq km surface.  

→ Source for the White Nile, Nile, and other catchments. Lake Victoria is also on an elevated plateau and has more than 3,000 habited islands.

→ Fish life is a major contribution to the economy (over 200 species).  However, a majority of native fish life are becoming extinct because of over fishing and pollution from humans and animals.

→ Of the several million people who live within 50 miles of Lake Victoria, a majority are Bantu-speaking.  The region is the most densely populated because of the economy that comes from the lake. 

CHALLENGES FOR VICTORIA:

It covers nearly 27,000 square miles but is a valuable resource to the region providing food, potable water, hydroelectric power, and transportation. With three countries claiming space, conservation has been a problem because not all people and governments are on board to make the conversation a success. Also, rapidly ebbing water levels threaten huge trade disruptions among the three nations that depend heavily on lake-borne shipping, the East African Community (EAC) said Thursday. 

Rivers: 

[* The term "riverine" is related to the word "river" and refers to any habitat fed by water flowing through a channel.]

→ The Nile has its origins in Tanzania, the country has few permanent rivers.  During half the year, the central plateau has no running water, but in the rainy season flooding presents a problem. 

→ Tanzania has many rivers, however few are permanent due to droughts, that feed into its major lakes and the Indian Ocean.
→ Ground water is a major resource; however one third of Tanzania receives less than 800 mm (31.5 in.) of water a year, leaving it very arid.

→ Major rivers are the Rufiji, Ruvuma, Wami, and the Pangani which all drain into the Indian Ocean.

Volcanoes and Mountains: 

→ The volcanic forces that formed the rift valleys are still active today; there are many active or semi-active volcanoes in the area. 

→ The East African Rift is the place where two plates are moving away from each other. The resulting cracks have produced both the very dramatic Great Rift Valley and the volcanoes on either side of it. Kilimanjaro, Mt. Kenya, Mt. Meru and Ngorongoro are a few of the best-known examples of the Rift's volcanoes. 

→ At 5,895 meters (19,340 feet), Kilimanjaro, once an active volcano, is the highest point in Africa as well as the highest free-standing mountain in the world.  The mountain rises straight from the torrid plains to snowcapped peaks.  The terrain consists of rainforests, moorlands, alpine deserts, rocky savannah, up to snow capped glacial crater at the highest peak, Kibo.

→ FYI:  Annually, approximately 15,000 people attempt to climb the mountain, of which 40% reach the summit. Kilimanjaro is also the highest point in the world to be covered by a GSM mobile phone network provided by Vodacom.   It is a major icon for Tanzanians and tribal  people.
→Ol Doinyo Lengai —located to the west of Kilimanjaro; it is still an active volcano. It last erupted in 1966.  Occasionally spurts of black lava spit into the sky, but because of the moisture in the air it turns into crystals of sodium carbonate (a.k.a. washing soda).  This gets into the neighboring lakes and rivers.

→ National parks extend over some 33,660 sq km (13,000 sq miles). 

→ Humans have been part of Ngorongoro's landscape for millions of years. The earliest signs of mankind in the conservation area are at Laetoli, where hominid footprints have been preserved in volcanic rock for the past 3,600,000 years. 
→ Ngorongoro Crater is part of the chain of the Ol Doinyo Lengai Mountains.  It is the world’s largest “caldera” (a volcanic depression) 260 sq km (100 sq miles).  The Maasai used to control this area, but they signed their rights over to the Kenyan and Tanzanian governments. However, Maasai are still allowed to graze their cattle there.

→ The Serengeti National Park is 14,763 sq km (5678 sq miles), claimed to be the finest in Africa. There are 35 species of plain-dwelling animals, including wildebeest and zebra, and also an extensive selection of birdlife. 

→ The Serengeti region encompasses the Serengeti National Park itself, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area, Maswa Game Reserve, the Loliondo, Grumeti and Ikorongo Controlled Areas and the Maasai Mara National Reserve in Kenya.  Over 90,000 tourists visit the Park each year.  It is one of the oldest ecosystems on earth.

→ The Selous Game Reserve is larger than Switzerland and covers one-sixth of Tanzania’s land surface. 

Tanganyika Source: 

World Lakes Database, Lake Tanganyika    http://www.ilec.or.jp/database/afr/afr-06.html

Wikipedia.com    http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Tanganyika

Images:


Artisanal fishing boats on Burundi Lake Tanganyika Beach. 
Credit: Andrew Cohen, University of Arizona at Tucson; National Science Foundation 

http://www.nsf.gov/od/lpa/news/03/pr0383_images.htm

Image: Lake Tanganyika: “Eastern shoreline of Lake Tanganyika just north of Kigoma. Note the contrast in vegetation. The front range is part of Gombe National Park and is thus protected. The highlands are unprotected and have consequently been heavily deforested.” 

U.S. Geological Survey  http://www.usgs.gov/disclaimer.html

Lake Tanganyika is shown over the length of France http://www.destin-tanganyika.net/

Ferry boat photo  http://images.google.com 

Victoria Source:


Kenya, Go2Africa.com  http://www.go2africa.com/Kenya/lake-victoria/

Wikipedia.com  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Victoria

The Living Africa:  the Land, Lake Victoria http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/the_land/lake_victoria.shtml

Africa Travel Magazine   www.africa-ata.org/lake_victoria.htm 

Map image   www.african-cichlid.com/Lake_Victoria_Map.htm 

MSN Encarta
photo
http://encarta.msn.com/media_461523907_761565118_-1_1/Lake_Victoria.html

Mark Dolejs Photography   http://www.dolejs.com

Photo.net Eugene Alaverdy
http://www.photo.net/photos/alaverdy

University of Waterloo, Canada http://www.biology.uwaterloo.ca/research/uwaeg/african_lakes/victoria.html

River Sources:  

The African Guide, http://www.africaguide.com/country/tanzania/

Remote River Expeditions (photo) 
http://www.remoterivers.com/en/docs/tanzania-river-trips.php

Wanderlustress (photo)  http://noughsaid.blogs.com/wanderluster/2003/11/index.html

Africa Revealed http://www.africarevealed.com/Templates/er2.0/imageviewer/image.jsp?assetId=107592

National Parks Sources:  


Serengeti – The National Park’s Official Site,  http://www.serengeti.org/

Global Volunteers Partner’s in Development http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzania_info.htm

Photo.net   http://www.photo.net/photodb/folder?folder_id=490230

Africa Travel Resource  http://www.africatravelresource.com

eLong.com Travel
http://www.elong.com/travelguide

Safari Rejser
http://www.trekkingbureauet.dk/Safari%20Tarangire.htm

Cultures of the World: Tanzania.  Marshall Cavendish Corporation, Times Books International, 1998.
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Student Check
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Student Check

Q:  Discuss the effects the variety of terrain in Tanzania has on military operations. Instructors Note:  When asked the geography of Africa most Americans jump to “desert” and “jungle” because of movies they have seen or books they have read.  However, like America, the terrain from one end to the other is vastly different.  Even within one country it is extremely different.  The following points should be addressed as well as others that the discussion may bring up regarding terrain variation in Tanzania.  
· There are a variety of water routes (rivers and lakes) but the depth and ability to use such features is not always possible due to droughts or simply extremely shallow depth; they simply are not navigable.  A river can begin with rolling rapids and end in a foot wide stream. 

· Ferry routes on Victoria and Tanganyika are at times dangerous because of neighbor activity than of Tanzanian activity.   

· Weather conditions around the equator region rarely fall below 80F.  However in the mountain peaks which reach up to 18000+ ft there are glaciers (Kilimanjaro) and below 0F temperatures.

·  Transportation off of main thoroughfares (big city to big city) is more of a 4X4 trip than an expressway.  
· Uniform attire can vary in needs from altitude of zero feet at sea level to upper mountain regions.  The Serengeti itself is a barren region limited in resources.  

· Infectious diseases like Malaria and tsetse flies
Follow up question:
1.  What aspects of Tanzania’s geography have impeded the development of the country?

The geography is vastly different from the north to south coastline of the Indian Ocean, to the wastelands in the middle of the country.  The extreme diversity allows only a limited amount of land that is useful for people and their livestock.  Less than 4% of land is arable, meaning there is little land on which to grow crops.  These limitations put a harsh damper on agriculture, fishing trade, and basic survival which is why the majority of Tanzania is well below poverty level and is struggling.  Water is in extreme shortage so trekking across the land is dangerous without a good water supply.  The water of the lakes and rivers is also contaminated which is why so many people have caught infectious diseases.  
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History & Identity

→ In 1959 Dr. Louis Leakey and his wife Mary Nicol discovered fossilized hominid remains calculated to be 3 million years old.  Subsequent to Leakey’s discovery 30 kilometers away, a trail of hominid foot prints dating 3.6 million year ago were found.  This discovery put Tanzania on the map for early appearance of humans’ ancestors (3 million years for hominids).  

→ Throughout history, Tanganyika has been a magnet for migratory groups, be it by foot or by sea.  The diversity of terrain and climate created a pocket for everyone to get along relatively peacefully since most migratory groups had different tribal niches.  The first known migration was that of the Cushites from Ethiopia and the Cameroun and Nigerian agriculturalist some time before 3 BCE  Gradually the Bantu, Khoisan and Nilotic (Maasai) groups migrated to the area and claimed territory.   In the first century CE  the Arabs began trade routes to and from East Africa as well as setting up establishments in Kilwa and Zanzibar.  Later the European colonization took hold of Africa leaving Tanganyika colonization battle between Britain and Germany.  Eventually Tanganyika gained independence bringing with it Zanzibar’s independence to create one unified Republic.
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Arab Influence and Removal 

→ Arab merchants visited the Tanzanian Coast 2000 years ago and later settled in Zanzibar around 7th century CE. They established trade routes into the interior and in so doing helped to spread the Arab-influenced culture and language of the coast: Swahili culture and language. Roughly the same time caravan routes into the interior opened and flourished in slavery and ivory exports.  Some of these routes went to present-day Congo and Zambia to obtain the goods.

→ From 1505 until their expulsion in 1698 the Portuguese treated the Africans with little respect despite the production of slave trade and other exports. When the disrespect became too much the, coastal Arabs of E. Africa formed and alliance with the sultan of Oman to rid the E. African coast of Portuguese influence.  The Portuguese were expelled in 1698.

→ Even though Oman claimed authority over the region when the Portuguese were ousted, their control was sporadically weakened by Persian invasions and civil wars amongst themselves.  Plus, Oman originally had little interest in E. Africa’s commerce until the 18th century when the Yarubi rulers of Mombasa were replaced by the Bu Said dynasty (Omani) in 1741.

→ The Omani commercial activity centered in Zanzibar where it could control the maritime trade of E. Africa instead of Kilwa.  This move brought about numerous towns in the 19th century along the coast; Tanga, Pangani, Bagamoyo, Kilwa Kivinje (situated on the mainland near Kilwa Kisiwani), Lindi, and Mikandani.

→ The great Bu Saidi ruler, Sayyid Said, had such strong interest in the slave and spice trade in E. Africa that in 1832 he permanently moved his capital from Muscat, Oman to Zanzibar.  With him came many Arabs who settled in Zanzibar and the mainland.  By 1840 nearly 40,000 slaves a year were passing through the markets of Zanzibar.  This increase in slavery forced the Arab and Swahili traders to look inland.  

→ When the gold market in America and Australia were discovered, African gold became less important.  Sultan Sayyid then opened the clove market in Zanzibar and Pemba which is still an important world market today. 

→ Overall, the Arab influence in E. Africa (mainland and islands) was predominantly on a trader / porter level. The Arabs worked alongside the Swahili and tribes of the interior though most lived only on the coast, since venturing into the interior was dangerous. They did dab their fingers into slave trade but preferred the ivory trade.  It wasn’t until the 19th century when the Arabs took a more aggressive leadership role in politics and authority.  By then, British colonial influence was growing, as was support for growth in trade.  

→ To this day the Arab influence on language, culture, architecture and religion still are very prominent in Tanzania.  On the coast line you can see the ruins of mosques, palaces and markets built during the Arab expansion into E. Africa.  The Kiswahili language also shed light onto that influence, since many Kiswahili words are of Arabic origin.  
THREE. KILWA’S (southern coastline)

→ Kilwas were at their height during the 12th century.  In the 1800s, the Kilwas came to an end bringing along with them the abolition of the slave trade beginning 1912 bringing the end of the slave trade and the Kilwas.

→ Kilwa Kisiwani (Kilwa on the island), the oldest Kilwa, became a major trade center about 1200.  Gold was exported from the coastal city Sofala, what is now modern-day Mozambique, and ivory, beeswax, and animal skin goods came from interior Tanzania.  Some of the finest and most intact collection of Islamic architecture south of the Sahara resides in Kilwa Kisiwani and other ruins in just south make this area the historical center of the south.

→ Kilwa Masoko (Kilwa of the market) was the regional headquarters. The market in Masoko is still a thriving event for local men and women bartering food.  International Trade did stop in the early 1900s but modern trades started up with local bartering and help from modern tourism. 

→ Kilwa Kivinje (Kilwa of the Censuarina Trees) was a major 19th century slave trading center.   During the 1860s over 20,000 slaves were exported from here annually. 

→ Around this time, the very small political units of Bantu-speaking communities began migrating from the west and south increasing the population.
Sources:

Mafia Island, Tanzania
http://www.mafia-island-tanzania.gold.ac.uk/arch-history/

BBC News Online
“Tanzanian dig unearths ancient secrets”   http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/1924318.stm

Global Volunteers   http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzania_info.htm

Tanzania Tourist Board   http://www.safariweb.com/tanzania/centre.htm
The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed.  http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861437.html
Encyclopeadia Britannica. "Colonialism: Eastern Africa as partitioned by imperial powers, c. 1914.” [Map/Still]. Retrieved September 22, 2006, 
from Encyclopædia Britannica Online: http://www.britannica.com/eb/art-1192 
A Modern History of Tanganyika.  John lliffe.  Cambridge University Press, 1994.
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European Scramble for East Africa

Trade (during this period) 
→ The major exports of E. Africa were ivory, slaves, hippo teeth, tortoiseshell, cowries, wax, gum, and indigo. 

→ The major imports were cloth, salt, arms, ammunition, and money.

→ Tanganyika became what it did because of port location in the Indian Ocean and the goods in which the markets traded to the world.  The Arab merchants established markets in 7 CE on Zanzibar and by 10 A.D Chinese and Indian vessels are frequenting the island and coastal markets for goods.  After Vasco da Gama’s initials visits starting in 1498, the streams of other European vessels came to port in the area and still do today.

Portuguese

→ Vasco da Gama (Portuguese explorer) was the first European to visit the Tanzanian coast in 1498.  His second visit in 1502 made Kilwa a tributary which in 1505 became controlled by Portugal, who controlled a majority of the E. African coast.

→ The Portuguese’s impact was incredibly negative and uncooperative with the locals, losing out on trade that caused a decline in the town populations because people migrated elsewhere.  

→ In the early 16th century the first missionaries ventured to the mainland and inland and established mission stations, settlements, and trading posts as far inland as Lake Tanganyika.

→ The Portuguese had pioneered and seized the gold trade from the south-westward route from the coast to Lake Nyasa.  Their control of the gold trade forced Kilwa’s merchants to trade in the hinterland while imported cloth from India penetrated the network and attracted ivory traders to the coastal ports.

→ In 1698 the Portuguese were expelled due to local insurrections and Omani seaman support.  However, Portugal’s influence and colonization was maintained in the Conga and Mozambique for many decades.

Germany

→ On 23 February 1885 the Germany Imperial Chancellor, Otto von Bismark, decided to create a German colony in E. Africa with the threat of British and French commercial domination of the non-European imports of the world.  Overseas markets were ripe with opportunity.  It took about six years for the German Colonial Association to develop and initiate the motions to Africa which didn’t happen until 1884 when Carl Peters came into the picture.

→ The German Administration two main phases for rule in Tanganyika.  

PHASE. ONE. --- began in the 1890s and aimed for military security and political control of the region.  This was done violently in alliance with African leaders.  It also created a new balance of power and privilege between groups that for hundreds of years had a social order that worked reasonably since tribes had different uses for land.  The weaker tribes gained a false authority and sold out enemy tribes to gain land.  The German policy was: Assert German dominance, provide labor and building materials, and use diplomacy not force for settling disputes.  In return, the Germans offered only political and military support.  This caused great problems with the hinterland societies.

PHASE. TWO --- The second phase in 1898, brought on by the imposition of tax, and Hehe chief Mkwawa’s death, initiated a collapse of the compromises established in the 1890s. The growing German military security meant less dependence on powerful allies.  Supportive chiefs went from ally to adversary with little reason or proof.  Chiefdoms were deliberately dismantled.  This lead to the issue of control that the Germans felt they should have.  A great tension between the need for political control and the need of an efficient administration plagued the Germans.  

→ Carl Peters was so interested in getting Germany into Africa that he formed a Society for German Colonization in 1884.  November 1884 Peters and his group reached the Ngulu village and made blood-brotherhood with the headman, agreed on a German treaty, had it interpreted, obtained scribble signatures and was given full discretion over the territory of Kwaniani Kwatunge in Unguu as the representative of the Society for German Colonization.   

→ The German East African Company (founded 1887) had control over a most of the Tanzanian mainland, while the British, who had a strong influential hold over the Omani sultans, had the Zanzibar Archipelago.  

→ 1891 the colonial administration of the German East African Company had all of mainland Tanzania thanks to the 18 expeditions to gain territories.  By 25 May 1887 Dar es-Salaam was occupied and a year later (28 April 1888) Germans controlled the customs throughout the coast.

→ The strong resistance to the Germans turned into what was assumed to be an “Arab revolt”.  This disruption in the coast and mainland regions went on for many years.

→ Germany Imperial Chancellor Bismark tried to regain control and peace in E. African in 1889 by sending Hermann von Wissman, a 34 year-old soldier and African traveler who “regarded the Arab as the enemy of the human race.”  With a single mission order to “Win,” Wissman took 40 of the best German officers to lead a few hundred Sudanese soldiers who were brutal warriors.  Wissman began gaining control of the interior, particularly the caravan routes. Slowly the tribal chiefs submitted, some only in word not action, but in the end the Germans prevailed and ruled
→ 1889-1890 was a rough year in Tanganyika.  The Germans met much resistance on the coast from the chiefs who did not want to be under German control and lose the rights of their land.  The Germans prevailed 5 April 1890.

→ Carl Peters was eventually removed from his office in Tanganyika because of his treatment of Africans.  His successor successfully introduced laws to ensure better treatment of the locals as well as encouraged farming efforts.  This paid off and the crops generated significant cash and an improvement in the economy and living conditions.  That ended abruptly with the beginning of WW I in 1914 when the Africans were forced into a war in Tanganyika that really was none of their concern.  

Britain

→ At the beginning of the 19th century, Britain signed a treaty with Oman’s Seyyid Said’s predecessor to forestall possible threats from Napoleonic France to British possessions in India.  Seyyid Said moved to Zanzibar, and the British set up their first consulate there.  Shortly afterward, the slave trade was outlawed (although it continued on the mainland).  A British protectorate was placed on Zanzibar in 1890, and it remained this way until 1963 when independence was granted.
 → The initial German interest in mainland E. Africa was a problem for the British and Arabs who essentially controlled Zanzibar and had some basic authority over the coast for trade.  The Germans controlled mainland E. Africa while Britain’s influence with the Arabs was still strong in the region and their trade market and port in Zanzibar was still profiting.  This relationship remained a working one until World War I began in 1914.

→ The African colonies didn’t immediately jump at the opportunity to begin a war in Africa.  The trade routes were more important.  The German’s took the position to support the motherland by attracting enemy troops away from more important theaters hence provoking and prolonging a full-scale war in E. Africa.  The war was fought in a brutal guerilla style.

→ Britain conquered north Tanganyika in 1916. Britain had formal control over German East Africa thanks to the League of Nations mandate in the aftermath of WW I.  Millions of lives were lost because of the war in E. Africa.  The British continued the civilian administrations and military policies begun by Germany which helped establish formal though indirect rule in 1926.  A large part of the success for Britain was their ability (like the Germans before them) to maintain the ongoing effectiveness and legitimacy of the chiefs they had appointed.  It was a very complicated system among groups, but basically if the chiefs worked with other chiefs in negotiations as well as to maintain peace with their followers, then the system remained effective.  It wasn’t until after World War II that the system collapsed in the early 1950s.

Sources:

Map by Scot Balson 
http://www.tokencoins.com/gea.htm

Global Volunteers   
http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzania_info.htm

Tanzania Tourist Board   http://www.safariweb.com/tanzania/centre.htm
The Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia, 6th ed.  http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861437.html

Encyclopeadia Britannica. "Colonialism: Eastern Africa as partitioned by imperial powers, c. 1914.” [Map/Still]. Retrieved September 22, 2006, 
from Encyclopædia Britannica Online: http://www.britannica.com/eb/art-1192 

A Modern History of Tanganyika.  John lliffe.  Cambridge University Press, 1994.
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Independence Struggle 
→ World War II was hard on Tanganyika and the colonists, but despite the hardship it was a chance for the Africans to reshape the colonial relationship that had gone awry.  African soldiers acquired new skills; the collapse of the missions opened doors for African Christians and Muslims to obtain government positions and eventually power; and a new administration offered advancements to men who were excluded by the old colonial system.  
→ 1919 Peace Conference split the German East African territory between the Belgians, Portuguese and British.
→ 1954  Julius Nyerere (a school teacher; one of two Tanganyikans educated in London) chosen leader for the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU), which envisioned villages becoming socialist organizations created and governed by the local people.  Nyerere was racially sensitive, despised foreign rule, feared Conservative involvement with colonist ambitions, and he understood that Africa was moving towards conflict and liberation.  Because of his education in Edinburgh, Nyerere was one of the only Africans who had current European knowledge of world events as well as an understanding of political theory on how to organize a political movement. But his love was teaching and if his grant had been extended he would not have returned to Tanganyika in the 1950s and events would have been different in their emancipation.  Politics was not his passion but he knew that upon returning he’d be pulled into it so he chose the politics of independence for Tanganyika.  
→ 1955  The Trusteeship Council and UN (in New York) support TANU’s movement for self-government.  
→ Dec 1959 -- U.K. agrees to establish an internal self-government for elections in August 1960.

→ May 1961 -- Tanganyika became autonomous; Julius Nyerere is Prime Minister (PM) under new constitution

→ 6 Dec 1961 – Tanganyika gains full independence

→ 1962 Elected President of Tanganyika when it became a Republic.
→ December 19 1963, Zanzibar received independence from the U.K. as a constitutional monarchy under the sultan.

Within months, Tanganyika's Republican Elected President Julius Nyerere organized a coup of Bantu Africans, supported by his troops, led by Abied Amani Karume (of Zanzibar) to topple the Arab regime in Zanzibar.  Karume was out of the country in January when the mutinous massacre of Arab and other white-skinned population on Zanzibar occurred.  Seventeen thousand people were killed within days, littering the coastline with corpses of those who tried to flee. 

→ January 12 1964, the Sultan was toppled in a communist-inspired revolution, and the majority of the Arab population was expelled. The Sultan was replaced by the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP).  Later the ASP joined with T ANU and became Chama Cha Mapinduzi.
→ April 1964, Karume declared Zanzibar as a republic and signed an Act of Union with Nyerere making Tanganyika and Zanzibar a Confederation.  Zanzibar had its own President, Cabinet and a 50-member Parliament. The President of Zanzibar is also the Second-Vice President of Tanzania; Karume held the dual posts for the initial years. He was assassinated in 1972.  During the reign the Afro-Shirazi Party (ASP) Zanzibar and Pemba were merged with Tanganyika to form Tanzania. 

→ Presidents of Tanzania, 1964-present

Julius Nyerere 
29 October 1964 - 5 November 1985 

Ali Hassan Mwinyi 
5 November 1985 - 23 November 1995 

Benjamin Mkapa 
23 November 1995 - 21 December 2005 

Jakaya Kikwete 
21 December 2005 current

→ 1985  Nyerere stepped down as president to lead his party -- Chama Cha Mapinduzi (the CCM-Party of the Revolution)

Sources: 

http://www.uchaguzitanzania.com/kikwete.html accessed 20 June 06

A Modern History of Tanganyika.  John lliffe.  Cambridge University Press, 1994.
Ali Hassan Mwinyi  bio  http://www.tanemb.se/mwinyprofilei.htm  accessed 20 June 06

Global Volunteers:  Tanzania
http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzania_info.htm

ZANZIBAR
→ Power Struggle on Zanzibar

John Okello was the leading voice behind the revolution to wipe out the Arabs on Zanzibar once Britain relinquished its protectorate.  The revolution was deadly for the elite Arabs and remaining Europeans, but the casualties for the revolutionaries were minimal.  Once Okello had control of the island Karume was invited back to assume the Presidency as were other Zanzibaris who were residing elsewhere, most notably Marxist politician Abdulrahman Mohammad Babu (mentioned in Government / Politics).  He would lay the groundwork for the Zanzibar revolution and was appointed to a seat in the new Revolutionary Council, and later many other Ministry positions.  Okello obtained the position of “Field Marshal” giving him undefined power.  Unfortunately this link caused internal struggle for power which eventually led to Karume pulling in Tanganyikan police officers to maintain order and declaring Okello an enemy of state while he was on a trip out of Zanzibar, and preventing his return.  Okello’s gang did not offer resistance.

→ Karume then showed more political prowess by agreeing to form a union with Tanganyika and President Nyerere in April 1964.  This union renamed the two countries to Tanzania and would not align itself with the Soviet Union and communist bloc as A.M. Babu had advocated.  The Marxist leader, Babu, was marginalized to irrelevance and eventually forced to flee Tanzania when charged for masterminding Karume’s assassination in 1972.  

→ Unbeknownst to many, Zanzibar in the 60s was seen as the “Cuba of Africa” where communism would spread into the continent.  This brought on an intense CIA activity and the U.S. engineering a union between Tanganyika and Zanzibar to crush the growing potential of a revolution.  Today there is still urgency from many on the island to receive independence from the mainland and join with an Arab league for support.
Sources:

A Modern History of Tanganyika.  John lliffe.  Cambridge University Press, 1994.

Tanzania under Mwalimu Nyerere: Reflections on an African Statesman. By Godfrey Mwakikagile (page 131) http://www.answers.com/topic/abeid-karume
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Nationalism and Self-Sufficiency 

No state – and especially no colonial state –creates a nation.  

A state creates only subjects.  

The subjects create the nation, and they bring into the process the whole of their historical experience.

With the improvement of education under British protectorate the ideas of nationalism grew strong and eventually brought about independence for Tanganyika.

Slide 15

Government Decree -- Tanganyika African National Union (TANU)

--given March 1945 to British government:


“It shall be the duty of each and every African to do away with all tribal, religious, sectarian, economical, political, cultural, educational, territorial, and other differences, . . ..  Africans are first Africans. . .. 


   The cultured shall not look down on the uncultured. . .


   The rich shall help the poor in their fight against poverty.


   The educated shall not look down on the uneducated. . .


   The politically advanced shall endeavor to teach his people what he

        knows and thereby help the political awakening and advancement of

        the whole nation.”

This decree was sent to the British government in Tanzania March 1945 as an effort to prove to the Brits that Tanganyika was prepared to do what needed to be done and learned in order for them to rule themselves.  Since the British acquirement of Tanganyika post WWII their goal was to nation-build not to solely colonize.  During the 1945 conference between university led student groups for political independence and other smaller less recognized organizations from various communities of Tanganyika Julius Nyerere was chosen to become the leading spokesperson for the people of Tanganyika (TANU was later formed out of this conferences organization unification).  

The independence process didn’t happen over night.  It along took many years of effort and proof that the people wanted to run their own country.

→ The Pan-African mentality and nationalist endeavor of Tanganyikans escalated peaceably but persistently in a March 1945 conference in Dodoma.  Participants in that conference included Tanganyikans from all provinces who were native-born Africans and who believed in regaining power and leaving behind colonial governance.  

→ Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) founded in 1945 and took years to become recognized by Britain.  TANU gained the Europeans’ confidence while Tanganyika slowly immerged into the African political scene.  The original ideas of TANU still preside in the government’s direction for a more economically self-supporting Tanzania, even though the present government has drifted away from the “African Socialism” idea it had in the 20th century. 

→ Julius Nyerere, appointed leader of TANU and eventually first president of Tanzania, was Tanganyika-born but was fortunate enough to get an English education in London.  His “African Socialism” concept was to work for the good of the community and country rather than the communism route of everything being state owned and state controlled.  Because of the years under colonial rule, Tanganyikans were already suspicious of the “Greed of Capitalism.”   
Sources:
A Modern History of Tanganyika.  John lliffe.  Cambridge University Press, 1994.
J. K. Nyerere: Sosialisme i Tanzania, Oslo 1970. 
J. K. Nyerere: Fattigdom og frigjering, Oslo 1976.  http://www.leksikon.org/art.php?n=1912 

Cultures of the World: Tanzania. Marshall Cavendish, New York.  1998.
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Government Origins

→ Independence came on 9 December 1961
→ Three years later Tanganyika united with Zanzibar to create Tanzania (1964).  The government structure of Tanzania is a developing semiautonomous relationship between Zanzibar and Tanganyika, and the union is unique among government models. 
→ Originally the government had only one political party, TANU, and only TANU members could participate in politics, selling livestock, etc.  Disagreement with the regime was considered a crime and political dissenters were imprisoned. 
→ Nyerere believed, as many Africans did, that to be successful people needed to work together.  He has been quoted many times saying that, “others go to the moon.  We must work to feed ourselves.”  Cooperative farms and villages were created out of the old colonist plantations.  Sadly this did not really become as profitable for Tanzania as was hoped due mostly to the lack of rain and irrigation, and to poor arable soil.  The effort was good on behalf of the people but some elected officials who were appointed began to accept “private incomes” which was not allowed, hence bringing in corruption.  In 1970s the failure of cooperative farming forced Nyerere to ask for foreign aid. 
→ The U.S., U.K., and Germany were the largest aid supporters at the time.

→ 1980s brought about many political and economic reforms under President Ali Hassan Mwinyi.  

→ Feb 1992 a multi-party democracy was created and 11 political parties were registered for the upcoming election.   
Party History
→ TANU was formed in 1954 and remained the only party until it joined Zanzibar’s Afro-Shirazi Party to form Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM, the Party for the Revolution).  CCM was the only political party allowed in Tanzania until 1992 when the constitution was amended by Pres. Mwinyi with the agreement from the CCM leadership.   The new bill allowed any new parties to form except that they could not be formed on tribal or racial grounds.

Zanzibar 

→ Conflict brought about the independence of Zanzibar with the 1964 revolution.  Conflict continues into 2006 with some Zanzibaris wanting to be released of their union with Tanzania.  However, a slightly larger majority wishes to maintain the union and feel it is the best for the future of Zanzibar.

Sources:

A Modern History of Tanganyika.  John lliffe.  Cambridge University Press, 1994.
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Student Check

Discuss how Tanzania’s history (including Zanzibar) influenced the people’s drive to establish a self-reliant independent nation.  

Instructor Note: Tanzanians are very proud people, proud of their heritage, their traditions and their work.  Prior to colonization Tanganyika / East Africa was for the most part a civilized tribal nation.  The various communities worked well alongside each other and created their own markets of exchange.  With colonization came a blow to their traditions and civilization.  Like other colonized regions, Africans were abused, murdered, enslaved and considered ignorant.  The independence of Tanzania was significant for its people because it wrested control of their fate from the colonizers.  The country has experienced pitfalls since 1964, but despite remaining an impoverished country Tanzania has come a long way on its own and continues to act independently and on its own terms, not those of outsiders. 

Zanzibar was in the same situation although their issues were that of the intense ruling power of the Omani Arabs who were finally, brutaly, kicked out in 1964.  Though Zanzibar was not as well prepared as mainland in regards to rule, government knowledge and politics, the jointure with Mainland allowed them to have a positive backing and autonomy to establish their rules under the “Tanzani” President.    

Q: How does understanding Tanzania’s history help to understand the aspirations of its people?

A: Tanzanians are very proud people, proud of their heritage, their traditions and their work.  Prior to colonization Tanganyika / East Africa was for the most part a civilized tribal nation.  The various communities worked well alongside each other and created their own markets of exchange.  With colonization came a blow to their traditions and civilization.  Like other colonized regions, Africans were abused, murdered, enslaved and considered ignorant.  The independence of Tanzania was significant for its people because it wrested control of their fate from the colonizers.  The country has experienced pitfalls since 1964, but despite remaining an impoverished country Tanzania has come a long way on its own and continues to act independently and on its own terms, not those of outsiders. 
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Tanzania Government Structure

The organization of the United Republic of Tanzania is a very complex autonomous system that is at once republican and democratic (though not in the sense of American party politics).  To best define the system below is a direct description from the Republic itself:
The United Republic of Tanzania National Website has sited their government structure as such:

The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania is a unitary republic based on multiparty parliamentary democracy.  

All state authority in the United Republic are exercised and controlled by the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar. Each Central Government has three organs: The Executive; Judiciary; and The Legislature that have powers over the conduct of public affairs. In addition, Local Government Authorities assist each central government.  

The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania has authority over all Union Matters in the United Republic and over all other matters concerning Mainland Tanzania and the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar has authority in Tanzania Zanzibar over all matters, which are not Union Matters.  

Source:

The United Republic of Tanzania National Website. http://www.tanzania.go.tz/index2E.html 
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Government – Executive

→ The United Republic of Tanzania has 25 administrative regions:  2 on Zanzibar, 2 on Pemba, 20 on mainland.
→ General election is held at least every 5 years.  A President cannot serve more than two 5-year terms of office.  

→ The President and Vice-President are elected positions.  The Prime Minister is appointed by the President.  The President of Zanzibar is an elected position and is one of the council of ministers.  Zanzibar has its own President who resides over all decision making of Zanzibar only.  Any issues that are seen as “union” (meaning mainland, too) then approval must go through the Tanzania (union) process under the President of Tanzania.
The United Republic of Tanzania National Website has sited their government structure as such:
The President of the United Republic is the Head of State, the Head of Government; and the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.   

The Executive of the United Republic comprises the President, the Vice-President, President of Zanzibar, the Prime Minister and the Cabinet Ministers.  

The President is the Leader of the Executive of the United Republic of Tanzania.  

The Vice President is the principal assistant to the President in respect of all matters in the United Republic generally and in particular is responsible for assisting the President in:  

i. making a follow-up on the day-to day implementation of Union Matters;  

ii. performing all duties assigned to him by the President; and  

iii. performing all duties and functions of the office of the President when the President is out of office or out of the country.  

The Prime Minister of the United Republic is the Leader of Government Business in the National Assembly and has authority over the control, supervision and execution of the day-to-day functions and affairs of the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania. Also performs any matter or matters that the President directs to be done. 

The President of Zanzibar is a Head of the Executive for Zanzibar; Head of the Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar and the Chairman of the Zanzibar Revolutionary Council. 

The Cabinet, including the Prime Minister is appointed by the President from among members of the National Assembly. The Government executes its functions through Ministries led by Cabinet Ministers. Each Ministry is charged with a sector portfolio.

Source:

The United Republic of Tanzania National Website. http://www.tanzania.go.tz/index2E.html 

Slide 20
Legislative Branch

→ The unicameral National Assembly has 274 seats—232 elected by popular vote, 37 allocated to women that are nominated by the President, 5 to members of Zanzibar’s House of Representatives.  Zanzibar’s House of Reps has 81 seats—50 popular vote elected positions, 
→ The Assembly enacts laws that apply to the entire Republic of Tanzania and that apply only to mainland.  

→  Zanzibar’s House of Representatives has jurisdiction over all non-union / Zanzibar-only laws. The Attorney General is appointed by the Pres. of Zanzibar.

The United Republic of Tanzania National Website has sited their government structure as such:
Legislature (The Parliament) 
The Parliament of the United Republic of Tanzania consists two parts, i.e. the President and the National Assembly. 

The President exercises authority vested in him by the constitution to assent the law a necessary aspect in the completion of the enactment process. 

The National Assembly is the principal organ of the United Republic and has authority on behalf of the people to oversee and advise the Government of the United Republic and all its organs in the discharge of their respective responsibilities.  

The National Assembly consists of four categories of Members of Parliament, namely: 

1.  members elected directly to represent constituencies;  members elected by the House of Representatives from among its members;  

2.  the Attorney General;  

3.  members nominated by the President; and  

4.  women members being not less than fifteen percent of the members of all other categories on the basis of proportional representation among those parties in the Parliament. 

The Parliament is headed by the Speaker who is assisted by the Deputy Speaker and the Clerk to the National Assembly as Head of the Secretariat of the National Assembly. For better discharge of its functions the National Assembly has various Standing Committees.

Source:
The United Republic of Tanzania National Website. http://www.tanzania.go.tz/index2E.html 
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Judiciary 
The United Republic of Tanzania National Website has sited their government structure as such:

The Judiciary in Tanzania consists of three organs: 

1. the Court of Appeal of the United Republic of Tanzania, 

2. the High Courts for Mainland Tanzania and 

3. Tanzania Zanzibar , the Judicial Service Commission for Tanzania Mainland. Magistrates Courts and Primary Courts. 

The Judicial Service Commission for Tanzania Mainland consists of: the Chief Justice of the Court of Appeal of Tanzania (Chairman); the Justice of the Court of Appeal of Tanzania; the Principal Judge of the High Court; and two members appointed by the President.  

The Tanzania legal system is based on common law. The Tanzania Law Reform Commission is responsible for the review of the country’s laws. 
Legal System
The Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania 1977 in its preamble provides that Tanzania aims at building a democratic society founded on the principles of freedom, justice, fraternity and concord, in which the Executive is accountable to a legislature composed of elected members and representatives of the people and also a judiciary which is independent dispenses justice without fear of favour, thereby ensuring that all human rights are preserved and protected.
The government . . .  has for the past several years been engaged in comprehensive economic, political and social reforms focusing on broadening the role of market forces in the economy, strengthening human rights within the context of a liberal, constitutional order, and promoting democracy, good governance and protection of the environment. A central feature of these reforms is the creation of an enabling environment for private economic activity and for generally enhancing the role of the private sector.

Source:

The United Republic of Tanzania National Website. http://www.tanzania.go.tz/index2E.html
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FOREIGN RELATIONS
→ Since the independence of Tanzania, regional and international organizations that encourage unity and peace have made considerable efforts on to assist the country.  Pres. Nyerere was one of the founding members of the Non-Aligned Movement, held memberships on behalf of Tanzania with the front-line states (chairman for six front-line states concerned with apartheid in S. Africa), the G-77, and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) (Nyerere was chairman of OAU 1984-85). 
→ Tanzania makes efforts to have good neighborly relations as well as being a promoter of peaceful resolutions to regional disputes.  Examples:  

1. Assisted in brokering peace talks to end the Burundi conflict leading to a comprehensive ceasefire, signed 7 Sept 2006 in Dar es-Salaam; History Note: relations with Burundi were problematic during Pres. Mkapa's first term because Mkapa’s administration and other regional governments imposed sanctions on the Burundian Tutsi extremist military regime overthrew a democratically elected Hutu-led government.  Relations remained uneasy as a civil war erupted in Burundi and Tanzania was accused with complicity in rebel attacks. To make matters worse, an increasing number of Burundians sought refuge in Tanzania throughout 1996 and 1997.  Though tension was still strong between the two states, peace talks aimed at bringing an end to Burundi's civil war were held in Tanzania's northern city of Arusha. The talks were slow-moving and facilitated by Julius Nyerere (post-presidency) and, after his death, by Nelson Mandela, the former South African president.  The Tanzanian administration continues to work toward peace in this region. 
2. Held March 1966 discussions with Uganda and Kenya to reach economic and regional cooperation resulted in the signing of East African Cooperation Treaty in September 1999.  The East African Community's collapse in 1977 had resulted in a complete breakdown in relations between Tanzania and Kenya.  Under the leadership of Mkapa and his colleagues, President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda and President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya, a close relationship between the three countries was reestablished with the signing of an East African Cooperation treaty in Arusha, Tanzania, on 31 November 1999. 
3. Supported the Lusaka agreement for the conflict in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC); 1999 to sign the Lusaka Agreement was to pave the way for peace in the Congo (see sources for full detailed agreements).  Signed not only by the government and the two armed opposition groups in place at the time, but also by the governments of Uganda, Rwanda, Zimbabwe, Angola and Namibia that had sent troops into the DRC. Zambia’s President Frederick Chiluba was the mediator and the signing was witnessed by Zambia, the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity and the Southern African Development Community.

4. A treaty establishing a Customs Union between Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya was signed in March 2004 and went into effect January 1, 2005 which should lead to complete economic integration. 

→ Tanzania maintains close ties with Uganda, Mozambique and Zambia.
→ Tanzania is the only country in East Africa which also is a member of the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC). 
→ In January 2005, Tanzania became a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council until January 2006. They were also a non-permanent member in 1975-76. 

Source:

U.S. State Department: Bureau of African Affairs. Background Note: Tanzania. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2843.htm 

Encyclopedia of the Nations.  Tanzania Foreign Policy.  http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/World-Leaders-2003/Tanzania-FOREIGN-POLICY.html

Democratic Republic of Conga: Lusaka Agreement. Ceasefire Agreement. http://www.iss.co.za/AF/profiles/DRCongo/cdreader/bin/2lusaka.pdf

The Lusaka Agreement: Prospects for Peace in the Democratic Republic of Congo. By Ketumile Masire.  Published in African Security Review Vol 10 No 1, 2001. http://www.iss.co.za/pubs/ASR/10No1/Masire.html
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U.S.-TANZANIAN RELATIONS
→ The U.S. has historically enjoyed very good relations with Tanzania even after terrorists bombed the U.S. Embassy in Dar es Salaam on August 7, 1998.  Tanzanians were horror-struck by the act and helped Americans draw disapproval from around the world as well as assist in every measure to capture those directly responsible.  A bomb detonated by a suicide bomber in a truck located 35 feet from the embassy complex's outer wall.  11 Tanzanians were killed, 85 injured, including 2 Americans.  The 

Suspects……..Al-Qaeda

→ After the 1998 Embassy bombing, U.S.-Tanzanian cooperation expanded to include anti-terrorism and law enforcement.  President Benjamin Mkapa and a delegation of business executives visited the U.S. in September 1999 reflecting the increased level of cooperation on trade and investment issues and Tanzania's commitment to economic liberalization
With the election of President Kikwete, the relationship has blossomed into far warmer relations than at any time since Tanzania achieved independence. Kikwete visited the U.S. in May 2006, meeting with Secretary Rice, Vice President Cheney, and briefly, President Bush. Kikwete has expressed the desire to broaden Tanzanian ties to the U.S. across all spheres, including political, economic, and military, and has been actively engaged in pursuing internal structural reforms to allow that to happen. 

→ The U.S. Government provides assistance to Tanzania to support programs in the areas of health, environment, democracy, and development of the private sector. The U.S. Agency for International Development's program in Tanzania averages about $20 million per year. The Peace Corps program, revitalized in 1979, assists in education by providing teachers. Peace Corps also is assisting in health and environment sectors. Currently, about 147 volunteers are serving in Tanzania.  First Lady Laura Bush visited Dar es-Salaam and Zanzibar in mid-July 2005. 
→ Tanzania did not support the United States / United Kingdom war against Iraq in 2003, preferring that the United Nations provide a peaceful means of disarming Iraq. President Mkapa feared that Tanzania's failure to support the United States might lead to a loss of assistance, especially crucial in 2003 as the UN World Food Programme warned of grave food shortages facing the nation.  However, the United States pledged to continue to provide humanitarian and developmental assistance to Tanzania. 

Source:

U.S. State Department: Bureau of African Affairs. Background Note: Tanzania. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2843.htm 

Encyclopedia of the Nations.  Tanzania Foreign Policy.  http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/World-Leaders-2003/Tanzania-FOREIGN-POLICY.html

Democratic Republic of Conga: Lusaka Agreement. Ceasefire Agreement. http://www.iss.co.za/AF/profiles/DRCongo/cdreader/bin/2lusaka.pdf

The Lusaka Agreement: Prospects for Peace in the Democratic Republic of Congo. By Ketumile Masire.  Published in African Security Review Vol 10 No 1, 2001. http://www.iss.co.za/pubs/ASR/10No1/Masire.html

PBS Online:  African Embassy Bombings.  http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/africa/embassy_bombing/map.html
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Tanzania People's Defence Force
The Tanzania People’s Defence Force (TPDF) (known in swahili as: Jeshi la Wananchi la Tanzania - JWTZ) was established in 1964 with a clear mission:  to defend Tanzania and everything Tanzanian, especially the people and their political ideology.  Nyerere knew the military was unpopular to the locals during colonization so he made it a strong point of having a very positive (internally and externally) military force that was a clear representation of the people of Tanzania and the drive for independence.  They are a well organized force that reinforces public order and law enforcement as well as border patrol (particularly in the great lakes region).  From its inception, it has been ingrained in the troops that they were “a people’s force under civilian control.”  Their training is continually reminded of their difference from the colonial armed forces.  The fresh recruits in 1964 came from TANUs young members and has maintained the values to today.

Today, TPDF sailors, pilots and officers are trained in China.  However, the U.S. approved to extend a grant of US$ 225,000 (about TSH135m/-) to Tanzania to assist in the training of the country's armed forces in 1997.  
The service IS a 2-year compulsory service for men, however many remain in the service after the 2 years:  At the age of 15 years military service is voluntary; 18 years of age it’s compulsory upon graduation from secondary school.  

The TPDF was a part of the National Armies during the struggle to liberate Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa and Uganda; their officers helped train African National Congress fighters in Morogoro as well as training of the new Democratic Republic of Congo army (later to be withdrawn because of the war in the Congo.)  The TPDF are associated as “the gentle mannered soldiers of the Tanzania”, and are still widely supported by Tanzania and neighboring countries for their efforts and manners (particularly from Uganda). 
The TPDF Officer force deliberates a policy of pulling officers from ALL REGIONS of Tanzania to create a positive “national force” that promotes stability within the TPDF.  

The four branches are: Army, Navy, Air Force, and Military Intelligence.  As of 2003/4 the following was broken down for each branch:

The army consists of: infantry brigades, divisional headquarters, tank battalion, field artillery battalions, AA artillery battalions, SAM battalion, anti-tank battalions, and signal battalions.

The navy operates fast attack craft and patrol boats.

The air force operates: combat aircraft divided into three fighter squadrons, transport squadron, training squadrons, and helicopter squadrons.

TPDF operates four air bases at Dar es Salaam, Morogoro, Tabora and Zanzibar.

Source:

Cultures of the World: Tanzania. Marshall Cavendish, New York.  1998.

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861436.html accessed 20 June 06

Tanzania:  Civil-Military Relations and Political Stability.  http://www.iss.co.za/pubs/ASR/10No1/Lupogo.html
The International Encyclopedia of Uniform Insignia around the World.  http://www.uniforminsignia.net/index.php?p=show&id=44&sid=56
US TO ASSIST IN TRAINING OF TANZANIAN ARMED FORCES.  http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Newsletters/tno9.html
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Student Check

Q:  Explain how the government and its responsibilities are divided within branch and Zanzibar.

A:  Broken down to 3 branches—Legislative, judicial, executive—for Mainland and Zanzibar.

*Zanzibar is part of the mainland system but has autonomous control over Zanzibar with non-union issues.

*Zanzibar has a Khadis (Islamic) court in its judicial branch which is completely different process that relies on Islamic law from the faith itself.  What is interesting is how the combination of these two different systems essentially works together.

*Women are allotted a mandatory percentage of each branch, by a percentage of the population.
*There are others just look at the charts on previous slides.
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Economy

→ Proudly, Tanzania put on their bills images of what the land can offer – trekking on Kilimanjaro, crops, fishing in the lakes or Indian Ocean, indigenous herders like the Maasai, tourism on the Serengeti safari.
Unfortunately, only a few of these natural resources actually bring in income while the others are very limited because of the terrain and climate zone Tanzania is in.  But with help from the World Bank and other international aid organizations and big business Tanzania is finding ways to use their workers and location to boost their economy and get out of the rut they have been in since World War II.

Sources:

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861435.html accessed 20 June 06

Image: http://www.atsnotes.com/catalog/tanzania/tanzania-1.JPG
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Natural Resources

Hydroelectric potential, coal, iron, gemstone, gold, natural gas, nickel diamonds

→ Diamonds, tanzanite, and other gemstones are mined; other minerals extracted in significant quantities include gold, salt, gypsum, phosphates, and kaolin.

→ Natural gas from deposits around Songo Songo Island, off the S central coast, are used to produce electricity

→ There are also tin mines in NW Tanzania and coal and iron ore deposits near Lake Nyasa. 

Agriculture

(2004: 46.4% of GDP) coffee, cotton, tea, tobacco, cloves, sisal, cashew nuts, maize

Industry

(Approx. 9% GDP) textiles, agribusiness, light manufacturing, oil refining, construction

→ Refined petroleum, fertilizer, aluminum goods, and construction materials (especially cement) are also produced.

Trade

Imports

Petroleum, consumer goods, machinery and transport equipment, used clothing, chemicals, pharmaceuticals

Exports 

India 8.9%, Spain 8.2%, Netherlands 6.3%, Japan 5.7%, UK 4.9%, China 4.7%, Kenya 4.7% (2004)  [updated 1 Jan 2006 by Index Mundi]

Major Suppliers

U.K., Germany, India, Japan, Italy, Far East (export) and U.S. (import), Malaysia, Rwanda, the Netherlands, South Africa, Kenya, Saudi Arabia, China 

(Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or value of all final goods and services produced within a nation in a given year.)
FYI: Manufactures are largely limited to processed agricultural goods, beverages, paper, and basic consumer items.  

→ The economy of Tanzania is overwhelmingly agricultural.  Plantations grow cash crops, including coffee, tea, pyrethrum (for insecticide), sisal (for rope and fiber), rice, peanuts, tobacco, sugarcane, cotton, copra (dried coconut), cashews, and cloves (cultivated in Zanzibar and Pemba).  Most of the population, however, is engaged in subsistence farming, growing corn, wheat, millet, sorghum, vegetables, bananas, and cassava (manioc).  Pres. Nyerere was big on promoting an agrarian society within Tanzania and tried for years to make it work.  Unfortunately, Tanzania has less than 4% arable land which is not nearly enough production capacity for a self-sustaining country to survive on, so the socialist idea failed and the coop villages died out.

→ In addition, large numbers of cattle, sheep, and goats are raised.  Timber is important and includes mahogany, teak, ebony, camphor wood, and mangrove.

→ NOTE: Recent discoveries of massive gold mines, diamond mines and tin and tungsten have come to surface with large plants in operation.  Though this is good potential business for the Tanzanian economy (assisting the GDP.3 per cent and projected to be over 10% in 2025) the pollution and refuse from theses plants drain into the rivers and lakes which they neighbor causing the water to be unusable and the fish and wildlife to get sick.  Measures are in place with many environmentalist groups to assist in these matters. (Tanzania National Website)

Sources:

Tanzania Investment Centre. Image http://www.tic.co.tz/IPA_Default.asp

International Business Initiatives. Image http://www.ibi-usa.com/projects/tanzania.htm

Power Plantations around the World. www.industcards.com/cc-africa.htm 

USAID:  Telling Our Story.  Image Tanzanian Coffee Growers. http://www.usaid.gov/stories/tanzania/cs_tanzania_coffee.html

Café Direct:  Picking Tea.  Image http://www.cafedirect.co.uk/growers/tea_pick.php

Exploitz.com.  Traditional African Textiles, Arusha.  http://www.exploitz.com/Traditional-African-Textile-Arusha-Arusha-Tanzania-picture.php

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861435.html accessed 20 June 06
The main rail lines run from Dar-es-Salaam to Kigoma (on Lake Tanganyika) and to Tanga, Moshi, and Arusha in the NE

The Great Uhuru (Tanzam or Tazara) railroad, built in the 1970s by the Chinese, connects Dar es-Salaam with central Zambia, affording landlocked Zambia a route to the sea.
U.S. Department of State, Country Background Notes: Tanzania.  Updated 2004. http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2843.htm
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Economy and AIDS
Because Tanzania is a 3rd world country, where arable land is less than 4%, the desire to expand its economy has resulted in allowances for multinational pharmaceutical industries to open factories, thus helping to support the economy.  These companies indulge in methods that are neither acceptable nor legal in developed countries.  Because the regulations for drug development and testing is very lax the proprietary drugs are over purchased and over prescribed in urban hospitals and health care facilities in rural areas of Tanzania.  The drug manufacturing is NOT illegal; it simply does not have the heavy regulations as in western countries.  On the positive side, these multinational companies are supporting the fight against AIDS and other diseases in Tanzania as well as supporting the unconventional but responsible means for distributing drugs to the remote villages to assist in treatment and rehabilitation.  Some of the drugs manufactured are shipped to Europe and North America as well as their distribution in Africa.
Sources:

Tanzania Pharmaceutical Industries Ltd, http://www.tanzaniapharminds.com/products.php

IUSY campaign 2005  http://www.iusy.org/php/newsitem.php?newsitem_id=240

http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/world/A0861435.html accessed 20 June 06

The economics of pharmaceutical supply in Tanzania. By Yudkin JS. http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=PubMed&list_uids=7419314&dopt=Abstract
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People

Est. Population: 
38,329,000 


Age Structure:

0-14: 

43.7% 
 


15-64: 

53.6% 
 

65 +: 

2.6% 


Poverty:  
59.7%
(people with less than $2/day)

AIDS:  
1,400,000 
Number of people living with AIDS



       6.5%
Adults aged 15 to 49 HIV prevalence rate

            
1,100,000 
Orphans aged 0 to 17 due to AIDS


    110,000  
Children aged 0 to 14 living with HIV

Sources:

CIA World Fact Book https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/tz.html

UNAIDS 2006 Report on the global AIDS epidemic  http://www.unaids.org/en/HIV_data/2006GlobalReport/default.asp  

EduNET Connect  http://www.edunetconnect.com/TimeMachine/southafrica-1500.php
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Population Density

Because of the diverse terrain in Tanzania the populations remain solely on the water (rivers, lakes or ocean) leaving a majority of the country inhabited by 0-11 people per sq kilometer.  The severe droughts that Tanzania experiences yearly have caused the people to move onto more arable land.

Source:

International Strategy for Disaster Reduction  http://www.unisdr.org/eng/country-inform/tanzania-general.htm

UNDP - Human development report 2004
www.hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2004/ 
CIA - The World Factbook 2004 
www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html 
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Student Check
1.  Why is the population of Tanzania hazardous to its growing economy?

The land is less than 4% arable and can not produce enough food its people to survive on.  The money earned from the crops is not enough to support the economy.  Tanzania has exports, but they are not enough to support the economy and to lift the country out of poverty.  A growing population increases the need for food, so Tanzania must depend on outside aid groups to supply food, clothing, and medicines.  The growing population has also worsened the spread of epidemics, particularly AIDS.  Many parents have died of AIDS, leaving their orphaned children without the means to afford school.  Some orphans must fend for themselves.  Overall, the income coming in from exports of Tanzania is not nearly enough for the country to survive on its own. 
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Culture

-Tanzania's culture is a result of African, Arab, European and Indian influences

-Native African people represent over 100 tribal groups

-Bantu origin is largest group; include Dukuma, Nyamwezi, Makonde, Haya and Chagga

-Nilotic groups – Maasai, Arusha and Samburu

-One of the least urbanized third-world countries in Sub-Saharan Africa where traditional African ideals are being deliberately adapted to modern life

Note:  Nilotic refers to a number of indigenous East African peoples originating in northeast Africa in the region of the Nile River.  Today, Nilotic peoples are found primarily in Sudan, Kenya, Uganda, Somalia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Chad.
Sources:

Image from Global Volunteers: Tanzanian legends and folklore  http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzanialegends.htm

Tanzania Embassy in the USA  http://www.tanzaniaembassy-us.org/government/facts.html#03
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-Very friendly people, to foreigners and amongst themselves

-Expressions of politeness, respect and modesty are highly respected

-Handshakes are important; they are done with the right hand and may continue during conversation

-Right hand usually used for eating, left hand traditionally used for toilet duties 

-Immodest attire, public affection and open anger are considered disrespectful by Tanzanians. Dress is smart and a good appearance is highly regarded.
-Zanzibar – Muslim traditions require women to dress modestly and to cover legs, arms and head; men do not wear shorts, except possibly when fishing. (Other islands not so severe)

-The standard greeting when addressing an individual is Jambo to which the reply is also Jambo.  The greeting for a group is Hamjambo to which the reply is Hatujambo.  People are delighted if visitors can greet them in Kiswahili. 

-Ashtrays are usually an indication of permission for a visitor to smoke.  Smoking is prohibited in cinemas and on public transport.
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Culture - Language

Mainland Tanzania has acquired the Christian faith from European settlers (Portuguese, German & British) as well as the Islamic faith introduced by Arab traders.
Remember:  Kiswahili is a lingua franca of central and eastern Africa that combines Bantu grammar with many Arabic words.  The people who call themselves “Swahili” are not an ethnic group, but are a culture derived from the mix of Arab and indigenous African.  Because the two groups could not communicate in their own languages fully, traders mixed the languages – similar to how Americans have a “Spanglish” and the Southern Louisiana has a “Creole” – that evolved into “Swahili,” a new language in its own right.
In secondary school, classes are taught in Swahili with a compulsory course of English.  At the university level, any course in science, business or industry is taught in English.  It is important for all Tanzanians to know both English and Swahili in order to communicate with the economic and business communities in English, and to relate to the indigenous communities in Swahili.

NOTE TO INSTRUCTOR:  On disk are some helpful words and phrases in Kiswahili that would be of great benefit to understand the people of Tanzania, and to establish rapport.  There are many more words and phrases online at:  http://www.glcom.com/hassan/lessons/useful_swahili_words.html
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Culture - Religion

The most recent census on religious sects in Tanzania are: Mainland, 35% Christian, 35% Muslim, 30% Indigenous beliefs (est.); and Zanzibar, 99% Muslim (Sunni).  These figures are “estimated” since many rural Tanzanians still adhere to elements of their traditional, animistic religions but practice a variant of Islam or Christianity.  Christianity is represented by Lutheran and Roman Catholic sects, while Islam has both Sunni and Shi’ite sects.  The Asian Muslims are Ismaeli Khojas (version of Shi’a) under the Aga Khan’s spiritual leadership, however there are also Asian Hindus, Jains and Roman Catholics.

Sources:

Tanzania government Webpage  http://www.tanzania.go.tz

Tanzania Embassy in the USA  http://www.tanzaniaembassy-us.org/government/facts.html#03
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Culture - Ethnic Groups
The understanding of ethnicity in Tanzania is incredible deep and complicated that to truly understand it all would take a lot of time.  To break it up, there are the indigenous groups who have been settled in Tanzania since before 1 CE, there are the hybrids of slave-and-settler relations from the European and Arab cultures, as well as the refugees who have migrated to Tanzania over the past few decades from neighboring countries in turmoil.  Overall the native African is the largest group.  The Zanzibari-Arab mix is the next largest followed by European and Asian mixes.
Source:

Tanzania Embassy in the USA  http://www.tanzaniaembassy-us.org/government/facts.html#03
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People - The Bantu

The Bantu peoples’ origins lie in West Africa.  About 1000 BCE, they began one of the largest migrations in history.  This migration continued until 3rd or 4th century CE.  Anthropologists have studied this phenomenon and believe there are several possibilities for its occurrence.  It may have been due to a growing population in ancient times, which increased the need for more food.  It was around this time that the banana, which is native to Asia, was introduced in southern Africa. 

There are more than 60 million people who speak a Bantu language as their native language.

 They live primarily in the regions that straddle the equator and continue southward into southern Africa where it is believed they migrated.  The Eastern Bantu migrated to Zimbabwe, Mozambique and down into South Africa.  The Western Bantu migrated into Angola, Namibia, and parts of Botswana. 

Owls
Owls are viewed as harbingers of bad luck, ill health, or death. It is thought that if an owl lands on a house, it bring ill luck, or illness will follow merely by their presence. They are thought to bring disease. These beliefs are held by the Bantu throughout all of Africa.  Various versions appear in different villages but overall owls are viewed negative and are highly feared.

Sources:

Global Volunteers http://www.globalvolunteers.org/1main/tanzania/tanzaniapeople.htm accessed 20 June 06

Culture Orientation.net http://www.cal.org/co/bantu/sbpeop.html
Cultural Orientation http://www.cal.org/co/bantu/sbpeop.html

The Owl Pages http://www.owlpages.com

Instructor Note:  BC to BCE and AD to CE are used here.  These terms are neutral with regard to religion.  The Common Era (CE), sometimes known as the Current Era or as the Christian Era, is the period of measured time beginning with the year 1 on the Gregorian calendar. The notations CE and BCE (Before the Common Era or Before the Christian Era) are alternative notations for AD (anno Domini, Latin for "In the year of (Our) Lord[1]") and BC (Before Christ), respectively. The CE/BCE system of notation is chronologically equivalent to dates in the AD/BC system, i.e. no change in numbering is used, and neither includes a year zero. The abbreviations may also be written C.E. and B.C.E.
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People - The Maasai
The word Maasai means “my people.”  A majority of the Maasai population lives in Kenya and roll into Tanzania in the Northeast region. 

→ The Maasai are such an interesting people to the western world.  They have a very strong sense of community and strong extended family ties.  The children are very disciplined and may be reprimanded by any member of the community if found doing something wrong.  They take the line, “It takes a village to raise a child” literally.  
→ Maasai like bright colorful materials.  The specific reason is unknown, but the preference has persisted historically.  Jewelry, too, is very important to them, for women and men.  

→ In the 1960s and 80s governments implemented a program that commercialized livestock and land (later continued by USAID) and set up a policy for dividing Maasai land into individual parcels to assure that the land would remain in their hands.  The unique sharing within the Maasai culture does not look at titled land as a right like a westerner.  They still farm on each other’s land and continue to travel many miles with their livestock for fertile land that belongs to another without any disputes or aggressive signs of ownership. 

→ The Maasai’s communal land management allows resources to be used in a sustainable manner. Systematically, sections are managed by a small group assigned territory.  The warriors guard reserve pastures and plow them but don’t plant seeds during normal conditions.  This leaves the land accessible in a rotational fashion.  If a harsh dry season occurs, no one is denied access to the natural resources of other territories if their territory lacks water or crops.  

Sources:

Maasai Association http://www.maasai-association.org/maasai.html

The School of Field Studies  http://www.fieldstudies.org/pages/2254_maasai_culture_an_interview_with_simon_ole_seno.cfm
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The Maasai

“Meishoo iyiook enkai inkishu onkera”- is a Maasai prayer, “May Creator give us cattle and children.” 

→ Cattle are a valuable commodity in the Maasai culture and are used for everything from food to trade to nutrition and hut glue.  The entire culture revolves around herding cattle and traveling however far is necessary to keep them alive to support the village.  Cattle can be traded for other animals or for cash (a recent practice), beads, clothing and grains.  Livestock tie communities together.

→ The Maasai economy is based on livestock production which is broken down to three levels: Local Territorial Level, Descent and Age-Set Level, and Household or Domestic Level. 
A. Local Territorial Level: a definite and extensive informal (by Maasai standards) institutional arrangement that make possible transactions within and between other pastoral communities at various levels.  These arrangements are essential because they allow participants to share resources and redistribute livestock after droughts or epidemics. The management and administration is carried out by a council of senior elders. 

B. Descent and Age-Set Level: Land is owned and used on a communal basis.  Under regulations and rules commonly agreed upon, members of the group use the land independently of others.  Membership of the group can only be obtained by acquiring rights to the territory by being an actual member of the group – via lineage, clan or ethnic group.  There are 15 such groups among the Maasai.  Each group occupies a defined territory which may be used by others only through negotiation.

 
 C. Household or Domestic Level:  Women and children manage the herds.  Each family tends to their herd on a daily basis.  Because the herds are so valuable to the Maasai, an efficient management system is in place with an elaborate division of labor to facilitate this. 

→ To the westerner, drinking cows blood seems quite appalling but the reality is that blood is rich in protein and calories that are missing in other parts of the Maasai diet.  The method of extracting cow blood is as painless as it is for a human to get a insulin shot, very minor.  The Maasai use natural grass like straws to insert under the skin and let the blood drip down into a bowl.  On special occasions such as giving birth, sickness, or undergoing circumcision, it is also given.  The fascination has brought many western doctors to test the blood, and to learn how it may also assists elders to alleviate intoxication and hangovers.  
Sources:

Maasai Association http://www.maasai-association.org/maasai.html
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The Maasai

→ The Maasai have an intricate management system for each homestead that requires more than one family to live together.  It is extremely uncommon for a single family to live on their own; sharing is prevalent. 

→ Inkajijik are loaf-shaped houses made from sticks and grass held together by mud, cow dung and urine.  The women are responsible for making the houses.  Other duties of women are keeping the water supply, cooking, collecting wood for fires and milking the cows.

→ The Elders of the village are the directors or advisors for the daily activities.  Every morning, the elder will assign duties and set up a schedule for all to follow.
→ Warriors status within the Maasai culture remains a mark of valiance for men.  The need for defense is not what it used to be, but still the men need to know how to protect their people and livestock from predator animals – leopards, lions, hyenas.  Before a boy becomes a warrior he is first a livestock herder.  To demonstrate the required skill, a boy must be able to herd and protect at least a hundred goats or cows by himself.  During the dry season, both warriors and boys herd livestock to areas that are more fertile (movement is directed by seasonal rotation).  
→ Traditional ceremonies are still played out in the Maasai community despite the influence of change from the globalized world.  Ceremonies such as circumcision, marking the passage of childhood to adulthood; Eunoto, marks the passage of warrior to junior elder; Olng'esher, a passage from junior elder to senior elder.  
Sources:

Maasai Association http://www.maasai-association.org/maasai.html  

The School of Field Studies  http://www.fieldstudies.org/pages/2254_maasai_culture_an_interview_with_simon_ole_seno.cfm
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People – City Life

Tanzanian life in Dar es-Salaam or Dodoma is a similar to that of in an American or European capital city in many ways.  The people are friendly, hard-working and get along fairly well.  Religious and racial tolerance is fairly high.  Very little violence comes from racism.

In the port town of Dar es-Salaam there are many cafés most of which look over the port and the ships come and go.  In either “Dar” or Dodoma, Europeans, Indians and Arabs live in the city center where they have small shops.  The majority African population generally lives on the outskirts of the city in far more humble conditions than the inner-city foreigners.

In small towns like Arusha, Moshi, Kigoma or Tabora, there is a better mix of outsiders with locals because there are fewer foreigners.  

Tanzanian rap music, inspired by American recordings, is popular in Tanzanian cities.  Tanzanian rap may be in English or in Swahili, or in a mix of the two.  English lyrics often address important social issues, while Swahili lyrics contain self-praise and other features associated with American rap discourses.  Generally, the two languages offer different avenues for rapping and reach different audiences within the Tanzania hip hop scene. 

Sources:

Dar es-Saalam in Delft Blue  http://www.africaserver.nl/fahari/
Tanzania Dar Gallery  http://www.siue.edu/~dbrowne/Gallery/Tanzania/tanzania_dar1.htm
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U.S. Exiled Black Panthers

During the 1960s, the Black Panthers grew in popularity within the U.S. and without, and were recognized as a threat to the U.S. government.  Pete O’Neil and his wife Charlotte fled to New York then Europe to evade Pete’s imprisonment on weapons trafficking charges – charges for which he claims to have been framed.  A few years later, they ended up in Tanzania, and have remained there ever since.  Their organization, The United African Alliance Community Center (UAACC), was built around the ideals of the Black Panther movement and has been a highly responsive and global effort to support Africans and troubled youths throughout the world.  The O'Neils were held prisoner in Dar es-Salaam when they arrived in 1972, as were many other African-Americans, because of a weapons scandal that the CIA was pushing to investigate.  Apparently, after a talk with Pres. Nyerere and TANU officials, and after some investigation of their [Tanzanian government’s] own, the O'Neils and others were let go and not turned over to the CIA.  

Geronimo Ji Jaga was another Black Panther activist who led the Los Angeles center.  Jaga was falsely accused of murdering a police officer and was sent to prison (framed by “the mob” not for who he was, but because he was black, so he claims) where he served a 26-year sentence.  He was released when finally proven innocent.  Jaga found his friend O’Neil in Tanzania and created the Kuji Foundation, which is organized in Ghana and Tanzania, and which has recently opened Camp Kuji in Morgan City, Louisiana (1999).  Jaga also follows the ideals of the Black Panthers, the basis of his foundation, is combined with that of the Nguzo Saba (The Seven Principles of Kwanza) – 1. Umoja (Unity), 2. Ujamaa (Cooperative Economics), 3. Ujima (Collective work and responsibility), 4. Kujichagulia (Self-determination), 5. Nia (Purpose), 6. Kuumba (Creativity), and 7. Imani (Faith). 

Tanzanian government supports both O’Neil’s and Jaga’s foundations because of the good that they do for the local people, villages and children, and for education in and out of Tanzania.  The organizations are a positive exchange of culture from Tanzania to the globalized world.

FYI NOTE:  The seven principles of Nguzo Saba are clearly set apart for the Black American and not for others as an attempt to introduce humanistic principles for improving life without God.  Besides a cultural celebration, Kwanza is an attempt to establish a way of life with man as the center of worship and reverence.  Many accept these principles as SPIRITUAL principles and a guide for their lives.  
Sources:

The East African, Monday: “A Panther in Arusha”.  January 13, 2003. http://www.nationaudio.com/News/EastAfrican/20012003/Features/Magazine1301200317.html

United African Alliance Community Center http://www.uaacc.habari.co.tz/

The Talking Drum http://www.thetalkingdrum.com/nbpp.gif
The Nguzo Saba: The Seven Principles of Kwanzaa (revised 12/02/03):

 http://www.christocentric.com/Kwanzaa/nguzosb.htm#Nguzo%20Saba
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Zanzibar

Because of the centuries of strong trade between Zanzibar, Europe, India and Arabia the Zanzibari people are of mixed-blood.  The Bantu slaves there were sometimes raped and left with children who carry Arab, Portuguese and Indian characteristics.  This mixed-blood does not give a sense of being ostracized but more a sense of strong Zanzibari pride.  Two strong tribal groups, Waunguia and Wapemba, are such strong rivals for political control that the Mainland has had to step in a few times to calm the bloody storm, particularly during elections and campaigns.  

Despite its size, Zanzibar has great economic and political power due to its port trade and because of its tourist attractions.  Because the temperatures on Zanzibar average from 70 F to 85 F throughout the year, it is a vacation hot spot with its luxury hotels on the beaches and hamam (“Turkish” bath) spas.  Zanzibar attracts tourists from South Africa, America and Europe, as well as from the Middle East and India.  Visitors are very welcome and appreciated in the economy. The only danger is that tourists may have their pockets picked or may be mugged if perceived to have lots of money, or if in a large group of tourist who act like unwitting tourists
Sources:

Image – Jim Swan http://jimswan.com/africa/eafricapeople.htm
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Zanzibar

-1991:  Zanzibar attempted to join the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) but was forced by the main government of Tanzania to withdraw.  There remains a strong Saudi backing for Zanzibar.  
-A segment of Zanzibari public resents Mainland control.  There have been court proceedings to challenge the legitimacy of the federation of the Mainland and Zanzibar.  This has been rejected three times.
-1960s:  Zanzibar was watched very carefully by the CIA because of communist activities amongst those who rebelled against the Arab rulers.
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Student Check

1.  What are the underlying problems for Mainland and Zanzibar in terms of culture and people?

a. Much of the problems for Mainland and Zanzibar are that there is an extreme difference in the people—from civilized and western/Arab influence city dwellers to indigenous tribal customs to strong inherent Muslim lifestyles.  The government is trying to find a middle ground that is best for the country as a whole and the diversity of people who reside within her borders.  Despite some pitfalls in socialist efforts the government makes reform after reform to find that common ground.  Overall Tanzania is trying to create jobs for the people to improve its economy, but the skills of tribesman are different than those of the city folk.  

b. A major problem however is that of the Mainland’s ideology and Zanzibar’s.   Elements on Zanzibar are pulling for a more Islamic state with independence from the union with the Mainland joined the two in 1964.  A recent vote in the courts of Zanzibar has rejected this proposal but strong monetary efforts from the Middle East are pushing the issue further.  

c. Tanzania lacks the internally understanding of a strong government.  Nyerere was the hope of the whole nation because he understood the way the world worked and politics and government played a part.  The presidents since him are doing their best, but it is the education system of Tanzania that is lacking is fully teaching the people about what a country running government should function like.  There may be more educated people now than there were a decade a go, but those who seek upper level education are not at a strong enough political understanding level.
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Summary Review:

We discussed Tanzania’s:

Symbols of Pride, Geography , History & Identity, Culture, Government, Economic Issues, People

Slide 47

Questions:

1. Are there any misunderstandings that need clarification?

2. Was the objectives met?

3. Are there any comments about the presentation?

Student Check Answer Key:
Slide 15

Student Check

1.  What aspects of Tanzania’s geography have impeded the development of the country?

The geography is vastly different from the north to south coastline of the Indian Ocean, to the wastelands in the middle of the country.  The extreme diversity allows only a limited amount of land that is useful for people and their livestock.  Less than 4% of land is arable, meaning there is little land on which to grow crops.  These limitations put a harsh damper on agriculture, fishing trade, and basic survival which is why the majority of Tanzania is well below poverty level and is struggling.  Water is in extreme shortage so trekking across the land is dangerous without a good water supply.  The water of the lakes and rivers is also contaminated which is why so many people have caught infectious diseases.  

2. How does understanding Tanzania’s history help to understand the aspirations of its people?

Tanzanians are very proud people, proud of their heritage, their traditions and their work.  Prior to colonization Tanganyika / East Africa was for the most part a civilized tribal nation.  The various communities worked well alongside each other and created their own markets of exchange.  With colonization came a blow to their traditions and civilization.  Like other colonized regions, Africans were abused, murdered, enslaved and considered ignorant.  The independence of Tanzania was significant for its people because it wrested control of their fate from the colonizers.  The country has experienced pitfalls since 1964, but despite remaining an impoverished country Tanzania has come a long way on its own and continues to act independently and on its own terms, not those of outsiders.  
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Student Check

1.  What styles of government have influence Tanzania’s unique organization of their own government?

Republic and Democratic model. Some influence of Socialism as well, but is slowly being reformed into a more democratic style.

2.  Explain how the government and its responsibilities are divided within branch and Zanzibar.

Broken down to 3 branches—Legislative, judicial, executive—for Mainland and Zanzibar.

Zanzibar is part of the mainland system but has autonomous control over Zanzibar with non-union issues.

Zanzibar has an Khadis (Islamic) court in its judicial branch.

Women are allotted a mandatory percentage of each branch, by a percentage of the population.

There are others just look at the charts on previous slides.
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Student Check

1.  Why is the population of Tanzania hazardous to its growing economy?

The land is less than 4% arable and can not produce enough food its people to survive on.  The money earned from the crops is not enough to support the economy.  Tanzania has exports, but they are not enough to support the economy and to lift the country out of poverty.  A growing population increases the need for food, so Tanzania must depend on outside aid groups to supply food, clothing, and medicines.  The growing population has also worsened the spread of epidemics, particularly AIDS.  Many parents have died of AIDS, leaving their orphaned children without the means to afford school.  Some orphans must fend for themselves.  Overall, the income coming in from exports of Tanzania is not nearly enough for the country to survive on its own. 
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Student Check

1.  What are the underlying problems for Mainland and Zanzibar in terms of culture and people?

a. Much of the problems for Mainland and Zanzibar are that there is an extreme difference in the people—from civilized and western/Arab influence city dwellers to indigenous tribal customs to strong inherent Muslim lifestyles.  The government is trying to find a middle ground that is best for the country as a whole and the diversity of people who reside within her borders.  Despite some pitfalls in socialist efforts the government makes reform after reform to find that common ground.  Overall Tanzania is trying to create jobs for the people to improve its economy, but the skills of tribesman are different than those of the city folk.  

b. A major problem however is that of the Mainland’s ideology and Zanzibar’s.   Elements on Zanzibar are pulling for a more Islamic state with independence from the union with the Mainland joined the two in 1964.  A recent vote in the courts of Zanzibar has rejected this proposal but strong monetary efforts from the Middle East are pushing the issue further.  

c. Tanzania lacks the internally understanding of a strong government.  Nyerere was the hope of the whole nation because he understood the way the world worked and politics and government played a part.  The presidents since him are doing their best, but it is the education system of Tanzania that is lacking is fully teaching the people about what a country running government should function like.  There may be more educated people now than there were a decade a go, but those who seek upper level education are not at a strong enough political understanding level.
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