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Horn of Africa
The Sudan

Sudan, the largest country in Africa – more than one-quarter the size of the United States – is a land of great diversity: Geographic, biological, and cultural.  

The country's name derives from the Arabic bilad al-sudan, which means “the land of the blacks“, but it is host to a wide variety of peoples and cultures.  
Note to the instructor:  The number of slides in this presentation does not reflect the length of the lecture.  The slides are intended principally as a visual aide in support of your lecture.  The notes that accompany each slide are intended to assist you in preparing your lecture.   The length and complexity of the lecture that you give your class is up to you.  Your decision should be based on the rank, educational level, MOSs and mission of your class.  While a thorough lecture that makes detailed use of all the notes provided in this presentation might take two hours, a simplified version might take as little as one hour.
Note : Photos obtained from US Government web sites are either in the public domain, or are copyrighted by the US Government, to which this Power Point presentation also belongs.
Sudan has an estimated population of 39 million, 52 percent of which are “black”, and 39 percent Arab. In Sudan, "Arab" is an ethnic and cultural term, typically referring to those who can trace their ancestry to the original inhabitants of the Arabian peninsula and whose mother tongue is Arabic. 

Defining the principal* ethnic (i.e., cultural) groups of the Sudan :  this course considers 13 principal ethnic groups. There are as many as 597 ethnic subgroups. 

In Sudan, language is the major definer of ethnicity (cultural identity). :  

                                    * Major ethnic division : Arabs vs. Non-Arabs (Those whose first language is Arabic vs. those whose first 

                                           language is not Arabic)  
                                    Sudan has as many as 134 languages, more than 400 if dialects are counted. They belong to one of three 

                                           families: 1) Afro-Asiatic, 2) Nilo-Saharan and 3) Niger-Congo.
                                           To Afro-Asiatic belongs Arabic and Te-Bedawi (Beja).

                                           To Nilo-Saharan belongs Dinka, the several Nuba languages and Shilluk.

                                          The Niger-Congo family is spoken only by smaller groups (e.g., Bari).

Arabic is the official language. 

Of Sudan's population: 70% is Sunni Muslim, living mainly in the North;  animists (25%) and Christians (5%), for the most part live in southern Sudan. Source: https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/su.html

"Muslim" refers to anyone who follows the Islamic religion. In Sudan, many blacks (non-Arabs) are Muslim. 
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Learning about Sudan’s Cultures to Avoid a “Billy Hicks”
Sent out by the Khedive (Turkish viceroy) of Egypt to capture the Mahdi (an Islamic messianic figure) in September of 1883, Ret. British Col. William Hicks suffered from over-confidence.
On November 5, 1883, Hicks’

10,000-man expeditionary force was ambushed near el-Obeid, North Kordofan.  With the exception of some 300 men, the whole force was killed. 

Image source : http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.principlesofwar.com /scenarios/19thc/col1/hickspic.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.principlesofwar.com/scenarios/19thc/col1/el_obeid.htm&h=625&w=499&sz=56&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=CKFjITqzEgdANM:&tbnh=136&tbnw=109&prev=/images%3Fq%3DCol.%2BWilliam%2BHicks%2B%2B%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26sa%3DG 

Text source : http://www.columbia.edu/~lnp3/mydocs/fascism_and_war/mahdism.htm

Sent out to capture the Mahdi (The Rightly Guided One) in September of 1883, Ret. British Col. William Hicks suffered from the sort of over-confidence that marked British participation from the outset of their campaign against the Mahdi.

On November 5, 1883, Hicks’ 10,000-man expeditionary force, misled by treacherous guides and thirst-stricken, was ambushed in dense forest at Kashgil, 30 miles south of el-Obeid, North Kordofan.  With the exception of some 300 men,  the whole force was killed. 

Mahdi 

Text source : http://mahdists.en.wikivx.com/en/Mahdi 

The Mahdi (Arabic: مهدي, also transliterated as: Mehdi or Mihdi; translated as: guided one), is a prophesied redeemer of Islam, who will change the world into a perfect society before Yaum al-Qiyamah (the "Day of Resurrection" or the end times). In a hadith widely regarded as authentic, Muhammad stated: :"Even if the entire duration of the world's existence has already been exhausted and only one day is left before the Day of Judgment, Allah will expand that day to such a length of time, as to accommodate the kingdom of a person out of my Ahl

 HYPERLINK "http://mahdists.en.wikivx.com/en/Ahl+al-Bayt"  al-

 HYPERLINK "http://mahdists.en.wikivx.com/en/Ahl+al-Bayt" Bayt who will be called by my name. He will then fill the Earth with peace and justice as it will have been filled with injustice and tyranny before then." ::Sahih Tirmidhi, V2, P86, V9, P74-75. The exact nature of the Mahdi differs between Sunni and Shia Muslims. For a more in-depth Shia account of the Mahdi, see Muhammad al-Mahdi. Birth of the Mahdi 
The battle (Anglo-Egyptian force vs. the Mahdi Muhammad Ahmad) took place on 5th November 1883 on the wooded plain of Sheikan (near el-Obeid, North Kordofan) and Lieutenant-General William ‘Billy’ Hicks together with 8000 Egyptian regulars, 1000 bashi-bazouks*, 100 tribal irregulars, 2000 camp followers and 5000 camels were all but annihilated. The Kordofan expedition, as the force was known, set out from Khartoum to El Obeid, the last known whereabouts of the Mahdi. They chose, or possibly were persuaded by guides in the pay of the Mahdi, to go the long route and suffered in the intense heat. They carried with them enough supplies for 50 days, hence the vast amount of baggage. 

The massacre of a 10,000-man expeditionary force made up of Egyptian conscripts and their commanding officer, Ret. British Colonel William Hicks.  http://www.columbia.edu/~lnp3/mydocs/fascism_and_war/mahdism.htm

Sent out (by the Khedive* of Egypt) to capture the Mahdi (The Rightly Guided One) in September of 1883, Col. “Billy” Hicks] suffered from the sort of over-confidence that marked British participation from the outset. When the Mahdi offered him mercy if he surrendered, Hicks told him no deal. In the ensuing battle, British troops deployed in a standard 'square' formation, which put horsemen and cavalry on the perimeter, and supply wagons in the middle. Weakened by many days of travel in the hot sun and short on rations, the British force was decimated by the sword-wielding Mahdists. 

*French khédive , from Turkish hidiv , from Persian khidēw , lord.  One of several Turkish viceroys ruling Egypt from 1867 to 1914.] http://www.answers.com/topic/khedive

*A bashi-bazouk or bashibazouk (Turkish başıbozuk, "damaged head", meaning "disorderly") was an irregular soldier of the Ottoman army. They were noted for their lack of discipline. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bashi-bazouk

Sheikan Museum
 http://www.sudan-embassy.co.uk/infobook/museums.php

This museum is located in El Obeid Town in Northern Kordofan State. The name Sheikan is derived from a site near El Obeid, where the Mahdist forces vanquished a large British force at a battle in 1883. 

Slide 3

Sudan: Vast, Diverse, 
Dominated by the Nile
Map source : Unimaps House, 87 MacDonald St, Sydney NSW 2043, Australia 

Sudan is vast : Total Area :  2,505,810 sq km , roughly 1,000,000 sq miles

Sudan is diverse : 
 geographically, in natural resources, culturally :

Geographic diversity: Sudan has at least seven (7) principal terrain regions: 1) Absolute Desert, 2) Sand Dunes without Perennial Vegetation, 3) Semi-Desert Grassland and Shrubland, 4) The Red Sea Hills, 5) Acacia Woodland and Grassland, 6) Woodland Ironstone Plateau, and 7) The Nuba Mountains

Natural resources : petroleum; small reserves of iron ore, copper, chromium ore, zinc, tungsten, mica, silver, gold, gum arabic,  hydropower

Sudan is dominated by the Nile River from the Sixth Cataract* northward, and the culture which has developed along the river.

*The six primary cataracts of the Nile are shallow stretches between Aswan and Khartoum where the water's surface is broken by numerous small boulders and stones lying on the river bed, as well as many small rocky islets. In some places, these stretches are punctuated by whitewater and are perhaps well characterized as rapids, while in others the water flow is smoother. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cataracts_of_the_Nile

The Sixth Cataract is where the Nile cuts through the Sabaluka (rock formation, north of the capital, Khartoum)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Cataract
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Objective

Action:  Identify aspects of Sudanese geography, ethnic groups, and the cultural dimensions of regional conflicts within Sudan

Condition: Given maps and descriptions of Sudanese culture in this presentation

Standard: 

Identify 7 principal terrain regions

Identify 8 of Sudan’s principal ethnic groups

Correctly answer Student Check questions on cultural dimensions of

North-South division

Darfur conflict

Conflict in Eastern Sudan
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Agenda

Principal terrain regions

Principal ethnic groups

Cultural dimensions of regional conflicts

Nile Valley dominance

Cultural dimensions of the North-South division

Cultural dimensions of the Darfur conflict

Cultural dimensions of the conflict in Eastern Sudan
Slide 6

Terrain Map of The Sudan 
Note to the instructor:  Students may drill themselves on this exercise on their own if they receive this lesson on disc.  In the classroom, however, you will have to lead the exercise.  Call on students to participate.  You will have to click on all the links yourself.  In the terrain slides, click on “Return to Map” to return to this map slide.  When you have reviewed all seven terrain types, click on “To Practical Exercise I” to begin the exercise.

Slide 7

Zone 1: Absolute Desert
Photo source: With permission:  Timothy Carney and V. Butler. Sudan: The Land and the People. Marquand. Seattle. 2005.

The researchers use the phrase "absolute desert" to describe the barrenness where plants become so widely spaced that they disappear from the landscape. http://www.zetatalk.com/info/tinfo27u.htm
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Zone 2: Sand Dunes Without Perennial Vegetation
Photo source: www.fao.org 

Perennial vegetation : Plants that have a life cycle of 3 or more years.  Note the few branches just breaking the horizon to the right of the pyramid.  This photo was made in Meroe, the capital of the ancient kingdom of Kush.  Meroe lies just east of the Nile, about 200 km (120 mi.) north of Khartoum.  Within a few hundred meters (or yards) of the Nile, there is greenery.  Beyond that, the landscape is dominated by sand and rock.

www.blm.gov/nhp/Commercial/SolidMineral/3809/deis/glossary.html
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Zone 3: Semi-Desert Grassland and Shrubland 
Semi-desert: a semiarid area often located between a desert and a grassland or woodland.

http://www.answers.com/topic/semidesert

Grassland: a vegetation community in which grasses are the most conspicuous plants.
www.jcpsky.net/Departments/EnvironmentalEd/blackacre/glossary.html - 

Shrubland: a habitat type dominated by woody shrubs. A shrub is a perennial woody plant that branches at ground level to form several stems. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrubland  
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Zone 4: The Red Sea Hills
Photo Source: Norwegian School of Economics and Business Administration.  

http://www.nhh.no/geo/ict-education/nye_bilder_komprimert/picture-1_View-escarment.jpg

Note: The Red Sea is named after the reddish color of the desert hills which border it.
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Zone 5: Acacia Woodland and Grassland 
Photo source: http://www.fao.org/mediabase/forestry/photolibrary/photos/2004/Mar2004/1466_thumb.jpg

From the acacia tree : Gum arabic : an exemption to U.S. sanctions against Sudan 

http://www.american.edu/TED/gumarab.htm

A substance that very few are aware of, but one that almost all Americans have come in contact with. Gum arabic, a derivative of the acacia tree, is an important ingredient in various products ranging from soda and candy to pharmaceuticals. Gum arabic's applications are wide spread, some typical applications are acting as an emulsifier, flavoring agent, and thickener in both food and pharmaceuticals. Gum arabic is also used in the newspaper and magazine printing process, allowing ink to better stick to the paper while keeping it from smearing, as well as protecting the printing plates from oxidation. Gum arabic is used by a number of industries. When the companies that rely on it heavily realized that their primary source of gum arabic was about to be cut off (1998), the lobbying groups that represent those US companies sprung into action – Nigeria, Chad, Cameroon, and Mexico also export gum arabic, but Sudan is by far the largest exporter. The result of the lobbying efforts was an exemption placed on gum arabic allowing companies to apply for a license which permits them to import gum arabic from Sudan. 
In August 1998, the attention of Congress was again drawn to the economic sanctions placed on Sudan, due to an alleged relation of suspected terrorist financier, Osama bin Laden, to many Sudanese companies - including the Gum Arabic Company, one of the leading exporters of gum in Sudan. However, most US companies claim that if there is indeed a relationship between Sudanese gum arabic exporters and Mr. bin Laden, they will cease all trade relations with those companies. 

The reason why there is such a flap over gum arabic is because it is plentiful in Sudan; in fact gum arabic exports from Sudan compose 70 to 90 percent of the world's supply. The US alone imports 4,000 to 5,000 tons of gum arabic from Sudan, approximately US$9 million a year. In 1995, Sudan exported about US$54 million of gum arabic – about 11 percent of its total exports that year.
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Zone 6: Woodland Ironstone Plateau
Photo source : http://www.greatmirror.com/index.cfm

Ironstone Plateau (Jabal Hadid):  The land rising to the south and west of the southern clay plain is referred to as the Ironstone Plateau (Jabal Hadid), a name derived from its laterite* soils and increasing elevation. The plateau rises from the west bank of the Nile, sloping gradually upward to the Congo-Nile watershed. The land is well watered, providing rich cultivation, but the streams and rivers that come down from the watershed divide and erode the land before flowing on to the Nilotic plain flow into in As Sudd (the White Nile seasonal marshes). Along the streams of the watershed are the gallery forests, the beginnings of the tropical rain forests that extend far into Zaire.   http://countrystudies.us/sudan/30.htm

Laterite* : a highly weathered red subsoil rich in secondary oxides of iron and/or aluminum. 
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Zone 7: The Nuba Mountains
Photo source: http://www.rogerblench.info/Images/Architecture/Other%20architecture/Africa/Sudan/Nuba/fv0.htm

The Nuba Mountains are a mountain range in Kordofan, a province in central Sudan, Africa. The mountains cover an area roughly 40 miles wide by 90 miles long, and are 1500 to 3000 feet higher in elevation than the surrounding plain. It is arid there, but lush and green compared with most nearby areas. There are almost no roads in the Nuba Mountains; most villages there are only accessible by ancient paths that aren't navigable by motor vehicles. The rainy season extends from mid-May to mid-October, and annual rainfall ranges from 400 to 800 millimeters (16 to 31 inches), allowing grazing and seasonal rain-fed agriculture.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuba_Mountains
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Practical Exercise I 
Correctly identify the names of seven (7) principal terrain regions. Verify the correctness of the answer by clicking on the corresponding geographic region on the Terrain Map above. 

Note to the instructor:  Select a terrain at random from those available on screen, and have students select the appropriate zone on the map.  Click on the zone link in the map to see if the students chose correctly.  Click on “Return to Exercise” on the terrain slide to return to this exercise slide.  When the exercise is complete, click on “To Next Segment” to continue the lesson.
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Ethnic Groups and Their Base Regions
This portion of the lesson on ethnic groups, tribes and peoples is organized like the previous portion on terrain.  Students can do it on their own if they receive a disc.  Otherwise, the instructor will have to click all the links while the students participate.  In the slides on Sudan’s peoples, click the link “Return to Map” to return to this map slide.  When you have reviewed all the peoples of Sudan, click on “To Practical Exercise II” to begin the exercise.

Sudan’s total population in 2005 is estimated at about 39.2 million, composed of 29.9 million in northern Sudan and about 9.3 million in southern Sudan. However, it is important to underline that in absence of firm and comprehensive statistics on population, the (FAO) Mission’s population figures, and the derived production and food deficit estimates, should be taken with caution. In March 2005, UNFPA began planning for a comprehensive population census in Sudan at an expected cost of about US$60 million. A population census, to be completed within the first two years of the interim period, is required under the provisions of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed by the Government of Sudan and the Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement (SPLM). 

S P E C I A L   R E P O R T
FAO/WFP CROP AND FOOD SUPPLY ASSESSMENT MISSION

TO SUDAN 15 February 2006

http://www.fao.org/documents/show_cdr.asp?url_file=/docrep/008/j7072e/j7072e00.HTM
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Nubian Man 
Photo source (figures): http://www.egyptianmuseum.gov.eg/mid/37U72.jpg

Nubian History
Thousands of years ago, seasonal lakes and savanna made central Sudan a rich environment supporting a large population ranging across what is now barren desert. By the middle of the 5th millennium BC, Nubia's Neolithic peoples were full participants in the "agricultural revolution," living a settled lifestyle with domesticated plants and animals. Rock art of cattle and herdsmen found during our expedition suggests the presence of a cattle cult like those found in the Sudan and other parts of Africa today. \

Nubian Archers
Ancient Nubia had a wealth of natural resources such as gold, ivory, copper, frankincense and ebony but they also produced and traded a variety of goods such as pottery. Elusive A Group Latest findings. Their bowmen warriors (Exhibit 1) were known and feared by those who saw them in battles. Nubia was known to the Egyptians as "Ta Sety," the "Land of the Bow," because of the fame of these Nubian archers. Nubia was famous throughout ancient history as a land of expert and feared archers. Pictures from as early as 3200 BCE show Nubians carrying bows. The Egyptians even used a bow as the hieroglyphic spelling for the name "Nubia." Throughout history, pictures and drawings of Nubian gods, kings, and warriors show them holding bows. 

http://www.mystical-sites.stevenredhead.com/Warriors/Index.html

All bow units are effective against enemy heavy infantry, but Nubian archers offer the major benefit that they are exceptionally effective against other archers. 

Christian A series of powerful Christian kingdoms in Nubia resisted Arab conquest and conversion to Islam for 700 years after the conquest of Egypt.   Ruins of a church 

Islamic With the assistance of the Mamluk rulers of Egypt, the Kingdom of Makuria fell to the Juhayna Arabs through a combination of conquest and intermarriage in the mid 14th century. Nubia quickly adopted the Arabic language and the religion of Islam. The Dongola Reach soon came under the sway of the far-flung Funj kingdom, or al-Saltana al-Zarqa (the Black Sultanate). The "Forty Days' Road" described by Herodotus was known in this time as the "Darb al-Arba'in", and was a major trade route. 

Ottoman, Mahdist, Anglo-Egyptian, Republic   Mohamed Ali Pasha, Ottoman Turkish ruler of Egypt, conquered Sudan in 1821, but the Mahdi overthrew the Egyptian colonial government in 1881. Sudan enjoyed a brief period of independence under him and his successor the Khalifa Abdallahi. British General Lord Kitchener defeated the Mahdist army led by the Khalifa in 1898 at the Battle of Omdurman, bringing Sudan under Anglo-Egyptian colonial rule until it gained independence from Egypt in 1956. 

http://www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/stsmith/research/nubia_history.html

Photo source (man): Encyclopedia of the Orient

Text source: http://www.thenubian.net/nubtoday.php 
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Woman of the Ja’aliyin
Photo source: http://www.joshuaproject.net/peopctry.php?rog3=SU&rop3=103097 

Text source: http://archives.tconline.org/news/lastfrontier/archive/Jaaliyin.html

Scattered along the sultry banks of the Nile River in Sudan live a people who claim to be the direct descendants of the prophet Mohammed, the founder of the Islamic faith. These people, the Jaaliyin (JAY-la-een), number more than 2 million. 

The Jaaliyin are Arab tribes dispersed over northern and central Sudan.

The vast majority of Jaaliyin worship as Sunni Muslims and speak Jaali, a dialect of Sudanese Arabic which is not intelligible to speakers of modern Arabic. 

The last full census (1955/6) estimated that 40 per cent of the Sudanese population was 'Arab' - in the sense of cultural, rather than racial, identity, since Sudanese Arabs are from a mixture of Arab, Nuba and black African stock. 

The Arab tribes in central Sudan, such as the Shaygiyya and Ja'aliyyin are mainly riverain farmers, while farther away from the Nile live the Arab pastoralists and rain-dependent farmers. In the poor savannah of the north and west, roam the camel breeders such as the Shukriyya and Kababish, and south of them the Baggara Arabs herd cattle.
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Jallaba Boy,  Near Khartoum
Photo source: http://www.joshuaproject.net/peopctry.php?rog3=SU&rop3=103097 

Text source:  http://www.nubasurvival.com/Nuba%20Culture/1.%20The%20Nuba.htm

The Jallaba are a group of Sudanese Arab traders from Khartoum and the Northern Nile valley, as well as Arab soldiers and administrators. These urban Arabs represent the power of the Sudanese state, and the basic reason for their presence in some non-Arab areas was - and is - to bring those area and its peoples under the control of the Central Government.

The Jellaba are the descendants of Arab traders whose Islamic civilization seemed ready for far-reaching revolutionary change a thousand years ago, (during the early phase of the Abbasid Caliphate).  At that time both arts and crafts were developing rapidly. There arose a new wave of poetry, with secular urban poets such as Abu Nuas and Bashar, and the refreshingly scientific and secular philosophical schools of Moutazilla and Ikhwan al-Safaa, and with them a modern Arabic language devoid of flowery and ornamental jargon. All these achievements seemed to prepare the ground for an historic transformation. 
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Beja and Rashaida, Red Sea Hills
*http://www.edwardgoldsmith.com/page156.html 
Eastern Sudan is inhabited principally by the Beja, one of the most ancient of Sudan ’s population groups. They occupy the area of the Red Sea Hills and the eastern desert that extends northwards from the Eritrean and Ethiopian borders to that of Egypt; to the east the area flanks the Red Sea and to the west the Atbara and Nile Rivers. 
The main economic activity among the Beja is the rearing of camels, sheep and goats. Although dura (sorghum) farming is practiced on some wadi land, settled peasant farming communities with agriculture as their main economic activity are rare among the Beja; most Beja are nomads and animal rearing is the principal economic activity. The homogeneity of livelihoods is an additional factor that minimises the incidence of violent conflict, which would be more likely to arise from friction between pastoralists and peasant farmers. Although conflicts may be fairly frequent, the similarities of economic existence, combined with the potency of conflict prevention, management and resolution mechanisms, contribute to the infrequency and low intensity of these conflicts. 
http://www.iss.co.za/pubs/asr/13No2/F1.htm   
http://www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/stsmith/research/nubia_history.html 
Historically speaking, the Rashaida are recent migrants to the Red Sea Hills.  They entered Sudan from Hejaz (in present-day Saudi Arabia) by the end of the 19th century.  They are ethnically distinct from the Beja and have maintained a different culture, traditions and values and so remained somewhat isolated, having little interaction with the Beja. Although as pastoralists they graze on the land of other Beja tribes, the Rashaida live mainly among the Hadandawa. 
  
The Rashaida, however, are considered outsiders who do not have land. But as pastoralists, and in line with the customary rules governing land use, they have continued to enjoy the right of land usage and access to water, with other Beja tribes. Politically, the Rashaida have only the lesser ranking traditional tribal political offices of omodyya and mashyakha to solve problems among them. Because they do not have tribal lands (one vast land area said to belong communally to the whole tribe) of their own, the Rashaida do not have the office of nazara and their political position is subordinate to that of the Beja tribes in whose land they move.6 Their omdas fall administratively under the jurisdiction of the nazir of the Hadandawa.7 
Photo source: http://www.fredmiranda.com/A17/

Text source: http://www.fredmiranda.com/A17/

The Rashaida tribe breeds two distinct types of camel. A small number of Anafi breeding stock is kept to cater for the lucrative racing camel market in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gulf states, but the majority of the tribe's camels belong to the Rashaida breed. This is a relatively small-sized breed, stocky and characterized by its reddish colour during adulthood, although young animals are dark grey. It is known for its high milk yields and is regarded as especially hardy and drought-resistant.

Although the Sudan has a large population of pastoral nomads, its fertile clay soils in the central plains have caused it to be regarded as a potential bread basket for the Arab world. With capital from international donors, in the late 1960s a program was instituted for the large-scale, mechanized cultivation of durra (sorghum). Under this scheme, the Mechanized Farming Corporation leased large plots of land, mostly to urban entrepreneurs, and provided loans for the purchase of machinery. 

As specialized camel breeders, the Rashaida have been able to adapt themselves surprisingly well to the expansion of sorghum cultivation into their grazing grounds. By utilizing sorghum byproducts to feed their camels, they not only contribute significantly to food output per hectare, but maintain themselves so well that they are viewed with some envy by the sedentary population as well as some other pastoralists because of their relative affluence.
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Messiriyya Woman, 
Northern Kordofan
Photo source: http://www.joshuaproject.net/peopctry.php

Text source: http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-24365

The Messiriyya are a sub-group of the Baggara. The name comes from the Arabic Baqqar, a word meaning cattle.  They are cattle herding Arabs.  Some live in agricultural settlements or towns.  The Baggara live in the Darfur and North and South Kordofan provinces of Sudan.  They are also in neighboring areas of Chad. The Messiriyya population is about 5,000,000.  

Their migration into their current area actually occurred from West to East, moving in from the area of Lake Chad after having arrived there from the north at some earlier time.

The Baggara had become prosperous in the slave trade across southern Nubia.  From the 1820s, the Ottoman rulers of Egypt extended and tightened Egyptian control south to all of Nubia (Sudan).  

The British pressured their client the Khedive (prince) ruler of Egypt to stop the slave trade completely.  This angered the Baggara, who established private armies to resist attempts to halt their trade.  However, they were unable to resist the gradual abolition of slavery enforced by the British on all fronts in Africa.

The Baggara claim origin from Arabs in the Hijaz, the Red Sea coast area of the Arabaian Peninsula, perhaps around 1100-1200 CE.  Historians believe some tribes later joined the original "Baggara," such as the Beni Khuzam and Beni Helba, in the 15th to 18th centuries.

Some historians suggest they are one of the Juhayna family of Arabs who migrated into Nubia in the 14th century.  This would be consistent with the later tribes who are now part of the Baggara.  Kababish and Shukriya are the two other Juhayna tribal clusters. 
They speak a form of Arabic called by their name Baggara, or Shuwa.  

They are mostly illiterate.  They maintain, however, a highly-developed oral tradition of storytelling.  Singing is an important art and also.  

The Baggara are Muslims, and tend to observe fully the Five Pillars and major practices.  Many make the pilgrimage to Mecca.  They claim descent from the Juhayna in the Hijaz, however, from before the time of Muhammad.   http://strategyleader.org/profiles/baggara.html
Among the Humr Baqqarah cultivation is a subsidiary occupation. They move in a regular seasonal cycle according to the availability of water and grass. In winter, or at the end of the rains, they move south, and in spring, or during the rains, they move north. Some cultivation of millet and of cotton as a cash crop is undertaken. Throughout their territory the Humr Baqqarah have communal grazing rights, whereas cultivable plots of land are owned individually and handed down from father to son. http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-24365
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Nuba Woman, 
Southern Kordofan
Photo source: With permission:  Timothy Carney and V. Butler. Sudan: The Land and the People. Marquand. Seattle. 2005.

The Nuba people who live in the geographical center of Sudan are the largest of many non-Arab groups in Northern Sudan and are the descendents of the people of the Kush kingdom of the 8th century. They are in fact an amalgam of dozens of different tribes with different cultures and languages. 

  For thousands of years the Nuba have occupied most of what is known today as Kordofan Province. But because of successive attacks by the various Arab tribes who invaded Sudan from the 16th century onwards, they retreated to the mountains of South Kordofan which became their permanent homeland and took the name of "Nuba Mountains". 

During the British rule in Sudan (1896 –1956) the Nuba Mountains was a separate province with its own administration and its capital at Talodi until it was amalgamated in 1929 into the larger Kordofan. It then remained a ‘closed district’ until shortly before independence in 1956.

The Nuba share South Kordofan with Sudanese Arabs, cattle herders and these are Misiriya Zurug and Hawazma (collectively known as "Baggara"—which means simply "cattle people"). Some Nuba groups historically developed close relations with the Baggara while others were isolated from them, but the relationship was always one of underlying suspicion. The advent of the Baggara was one main factors in driving the Nuba to the mountains.

The central theme of Nuba history is the tension between political incorporation into the state of Sudan and the maintenance of local identity. There is an irony here. Local, tribal identities are strong. But, until recently, many Nuba villagers had no conception of the wider community of the Nuba as a whole. They had little reason to travel to other Nuba areas.

http://www.nubasurvival.com/Nuba%20Culture/1.%20The%20Nuba.htm
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Dinka, Bahr al-Ghazal
Photos source: http://www.sudanreeves.org/Article21.html 

Text source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dinka

The Dinka is a group of tribes of south Sudan, inhabiting the swamplands of the Bahr el Ghazal region of the Nile basin, Jonglei and parts of southern Kordufan and Upper Nile regions. They are mainly pastoral people, relying on cattle herding at riverside camps in the dry season and growing millet (Anyanjang) in fixed settlements during the rainy season.

They number around 2 million people, constituting about 5% of the population of the entire country, and the largest Ethnic tribe in South Sudan. They are black African people, differing markedly from the Arab tribes inhabiting northern Sudan; they are noted for their height, often reaching as much as seven feet. Manute Bol, formerly of the Philadelphia 76er’s and other NBA teams is a Dinka.  He is 7’ 7”.  Dinka women were prized as slaves for many years, with some being sold to Arabia until as late as the 1960s (and later, by some accounts).

The Dinkas’ pastoral lifestyle is reflected in their religious beliefs and practices, which are animist (spirit worshiping) in character. They have one God, Nhialic, who speaks through spirits which take temporary possession of individuals in order to speak through them. The sacrificing of oxen by the "masters of the fishing spear" is a central component of the Dinka. Age is an important factor in Dinka culture, with young men being inducted into adulthood through an initiation ordeal; forehead marking by a sharp object.

The Southern Sudanese religions, beliefs and lifestyle have led to conflict with the Islamic government in Khartoum. The Sudan People's Liberation Army, led by late Dr. John 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._John_Garang_De_Mabior" Garang

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._John_Garang_De_Mabior"  De 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dr._John_Garang_De_Mabior" Mabior, a Dinka, took up arms against the government in 1983. During the subsequent 21-year civil war, many thousands of Dinka along side their bretheren southerners were massacred by government forces. The Dinka have also engaged in a separate civil war with the Nuer.
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Azande Children, 
Western Equatoria
Photo source: http://www.anth.ucsb.edu/faculty/stsmith/research/nubia_history.html 

The Azande (plural; "Zande" singular) are a people of north central Africa. Their number is estimated by various sources at between 1 and 4 million.

The word Azande means the people who possess much land, and refers to their history as conquering warriors. 

They live primarily in the northern part of Democratic Republic of the Congo, in southwestern Sudan, and in the southeastern Central African Republic. The Congolese Azande live in the province of Upper Zaïre; the Sudanese Azande live along the shores of the Uele River, and the Central African Azande live in the districts of Rafaï, Zémio, and Obo.

They speak an Adamawa-Ubangi language, and most practice a traditional animist religion. Their beliefs revolve mostly around magic, oracles and witchcraft. Witchcraft is believed to be an inherited substance in the belly which lives a fairly autonomous life performing bad magic on the persons enemies. A witch can sometimes be unaware of his or her powers and can accidentally strike people to whom the witch wishes no evil. Because it's always present there are several rituals connected to protection and cancelling of witchcraft, performed almost daily.

Oracles are a way of determining from where the suspected witchcraft is coming and they were for a long time the ultimate legal authority, the one setting the action as how to respond to the threats.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azande
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Fur Children, Northern Darfur
The names of Sudan’s western-most states, the three Darfurs (North, South and West), is Arabic for “Home of the Fur,” or “Haven of the Fur.”  The Fur (“foor”) people are a significant population in the region.  The conflict in Darfur has been characterized by western media and governments as “Arabs” vs. “Africans.”  This is a simplification.  Both the Arabs and Africans are, in a sense, Africa.  Both are Muslim.  Arabs and Africans have been mixing and mingling in the region for a long time.  It is possible for Arab and African family lineages to cross and mix though marriage.  What distinguishes the so-called Arabs from the so-called Africans is largely their means of livelihood:  The Fur (or Africans) are primarliy farmers, while the tribes who identify themselves as Arab are largely herdsmen and pastoralists.  Farmers want to hold land; herdsmen want open ranges.  This was the basis of the longstanding conflict between these peoples that goes back well beyond the current crisis.

A new rebellion in the western region of Darfur began in early 2003. The rebels accuse the central government of neglecting the Darfur region, although there is uncertainty regarding the objectives of the rebels and whether they merely seek an improved position for Darfur within Sudan or outright secession. Both the government and the rebels have been accused of atrocities in this war, although most of the blame has fallen on Arab militias (Janjaweed) allied with the government. The rebels have alleged that these militias have been engaging in ethnic cleansing in Darfur, and the fighting has displaced hundreds of thousands of people, many of them seeking refuge in neighboring Chad. The government claimed victory over the rebels after capturing Tine, a town on the border with Chad, in early 2004, but violence continues and as of 2005 the humanitarian situation remains very poor.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Sudan#The_Nimeiry_Era
Slide 25

Hausa and Fulani (Fellata) Women, Southern Darfur
The Hausa (total population 40 million) are a Sahelian people chiefly located in the West African regions of northern Nigeria and southeastern Niger. There are also significant numbers found in northern regions of Benin, Ghana, Niger, Cameroon and in smaller communities scattered throughout West Africa and on the traditional Hajj route from West Africa, moving through Chad, and Sudan.    Religion: Sunni Islam  

Robinson, David. Muslim Societies in African History (Cambridge, 2004). 

Photo source (Fulani): With permission:  Timothy Carney and V. Butler. Sudan: The Land and the People. Marquand. Seattle. 2005.

There are many long-term immigrants from West Africa collectively known as 'Fallata', who spread one thousand kilometers across the country from West to East. The great majority of the non-Arab Sudanese (immigrants) are Muslims. 
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Nuer Man, Upper Nile
The Nuer, like the other Nilotic peoples of southern Sudan, the Dinka and the Shilluk, are typically very tall, lean and extremely dark-skinned.  The Nuer in particular go beyond the traditional linear forehead scarification of the Dinka and Shilluk, and cut intricate patterns of scars or cicatrices on their faces.  This is both for beautification, and for tribal identification.
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Practical Exercise II

Correctly identify the names of eight (8) principal Sudanese ethnic groups listed at the right. Verify your answer by clicking on the corresponding base region on the Ethnic Groups Map above.
Note to the instructor:  Select a people at random from those available on screen, and have students select the appropriate region on the map.  Click on the regional link in the map to see if the students chose correctly.  Click on “Return to Exercise” on the peoples’ slides to return to this exercise slide.  When the exercise is complete, you may advance to the next slide by pressing any key to continue the lesson.
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Cultural Dimension of Regional Conflicts: Nile Valley Dominance

Anglo-Egyptian Sudan was the name of Sudan when it was under  condominium (joint rule) of the United Kingdom and Egypt (1899-1955). 

During the condominium period, economic development occurred almost exclusively in the settled areas of the Nile Valley in Northern Sudan
Photo source: The New York State Archives  http://iarchives.nysed.gov/Gallery/galleryDetail.jsp?id=260

In January 1899, an Anglo-Egyptian agreement restored Egyptian rule in Sudan but as part of a condominium, or joint authority, exercised by Britain and Egypt. The agreement designated territory south of the twenty-second parallel as the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. Although it emphasized Egypt's indebtedness to Britain for its participation in the reconquest, the agreement failed to clarify the juridical relationship between the two condominium powers in Sudan or to provide a legal basis for continued British presence in the south. Britain assumed responsibility for governing the territory on behalf of the khedive. 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+sd0027)

In the first two decades of Anglo-Egyptian Condominium rule, the British extended telegraph and rail lines to link key points in northern Sudan but services did not reach more remote areas. 

(Gezira is also spelled Jazira) 

An irrigation dam near Sannar, completed in 1925, brought a much larger area in Al Jazira under cultivation.
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Cultural Dimension of Regional Conflicts: Nile Valley Dominance

In 1911, the Sudanese government and the private Sudan Plantations Syndicate launched the Gezira Scheme to provide a source of high-quality cotton 


for Britain's textile industry. 

The Gezira Scheme made cotton the mainstay of the country's economy and turned the region into Sudan's most densely populated area. 


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gezira_Scheme

The Gezira Scheme (Arabic: مخطط الجزيرة) is one of the largest irrigation projects in the world. It is centered on the Sudanese state of Al 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al_Jazirah%2C_Sudan" Jazira, just southeast of the confluence of the Blue and White Nile rivers at the city of Khartoum. The economy of Sudan was historically based on agriculture prior to the beginning of oil exports in the late 1990s. The Gezira Scheme was begun by the British in 1925 and distributes water from the Blue Nile through canals and ditches to tenant farms lying between the Blue and White Nile rivers. Farmers cooperate with the Sudanese government and the Gezira Board. This network of canals and ditches is 2,700 miles (4,300 kilometers) long, and the irrigated area covers 8,800 km². The main crop grown in this region is cotton. 
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Cultural Dimension of Regional Conflicts: Nile Valley Dominance
Photo source: Upper:  www.meridian.org/ARTS/Sudan/images/photo05_sm.jpg
                     Lower: http://www.greatmirror.com/index.cfm                   

Text source: http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?frd/cstdy:@field(DOCID+sd0027)

(During the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium 1899-1955), the mainstream of political development occurred among local leaders and among Khartoum's educated elite. 

Indirect rule also implied government decentralization, which alarmed the educated elite who had careers in the central administration (in Khartoum) and envisioned an eventual transfer of power from British colonial authorities to their class. *

During the 1920s and 30s,  the colonial government favored indirect rule, which allowed the British to govern through indigenous leaders. In Sudan, the traditional leaders were the shaykhs—of villages, tribes, and districts—in the north and tribal chiefs in the south. The number of Sudanese recognizing them and the degree of authority they held varied considerably. The British first delegated judicial powers to shaykhs to enable them to settle local disputes and then gradually allowed the shaykhs to administer local governments under the supervision of British district commissioners. 

In the view of Khartoum’s educated elite, indirect rule prevented the country's unification, exacerbated tribalism in the north, and served in the south to buttress a less-advanced society against Arab influence. 
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Student Check

1. While it was under condominium 


(joint rule) of Egypt and the United 


Kingdom (1899-1955), the official name of Sudan was ____________________.

     The Anglo-Egyptian Sudan 

During the condominium period, Government-promoted economic development occurred largely (where) ? ___________________. 


In the settled areas of the Nile Valley

     in Northern Sudan

Photo source : http://iarchives.nysed.gov/Gallery/galleryDetail.jsp?id=261 (New York State Archives)

Slide 32
The Center: Khartoum 

Khartoum is the capital of The Sudan

Located south of where the Blue and White Niles join

In Arabic, Al-Khartūm means ‘The Elephant's Trunk'
Photo source: http://dererumnatura.us/archives/2006/10/google_maps_the.html 

http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/the_people/cn_khart.shtml

Khartoum is the capital of The Sudan.   It is located south of the confluence of the Blue and White Nile rivers and is known as Al-Khartum in Arabic, meaning 'Elephant's Trunk.' 

Khartoum was initially an Egyptian army camp, pitched in 1821. It then became an army town. This was wrecked by the Mahdists in 1885. Khartoum was reoccupied in 1898 and was the seat of the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan government till 1956. Then the city became the capital of the independent Republic of the Sudan. 

Today, Khartoum is connected via train lines to Egypt, Port Sudan and Al-Ubbayyid. River traffic also exists, and as a result of these, trade and communications have a great market here. Universities, churches and mosques abound here, and this is the location of the Sudan National Museum. 

The majority of the city’s population speaks Arabic. The city supports a population of around a million.  Informal settlements of refugees, both from the civil war in the south, and from the long-ended war in Ethiopia and Eritrea, add to the population. 
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The Center: Khartoum

The men who control Africa's largest country hail from two tiny, interwoven Arab tribes based in the Nile Valley, north of Khartoum.

Many grew up together and graduated from Khartoum University.

They attend the weddings of one another's children, who frequently marry within the two tribes.

The ministers and security officials in Sudan's inner circle form a tight web of power that combines tribal, religious and military elements.
Photo source: 

KHARTOUM, Sudan -- The men who control Africa's largest country -- the key architects of the conflict in  Darfur -- hail from two tiny, interwoven Arab tribes.  Many of them grew up together and graduated from Khartoum University. They often sit together in cafés beside the Nile, bickering about politics and religion over endless cups of sweet tea.

They attend the weddings of one another's sons and daughters, who frequently marry within the two tribes. They are neighbors and rivals, nephews and cousins. Politics in Sudan is often a family affair, and as in any family, there are occasional feuds.

 
This is Sudan's ruling elite: shadowy and insular, cliquish and fractious. It's an unusual arrangement for a continent more accustomed to the rule of patriarchal Big Men, such as Zimbabwe's Robert Mugabe and Zaire's Mobutu Sese Seko, with a single personality dominating the national psyche.

Despite their tendency to feud, the ministers and security officials in Sudan's inner circle form a tight web of power that combines tribal, religious and military elements. Its formal name is the National Islamic Front, but it is known in Khartoum as the "security cabal."

The cohesion of this club has enabled the government to weather the chill of world condemnation for years -- first in the 1990s for harboring terrorists such as Osama bin Laden and waging a protracted war against African rebels in the south, and now for carrying out a second armed campaign in the western region of Darfur. 

By Emily Wax Washington Post Foreign Service
Tuesday, May 3, 2005; Page A01
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Pres. Umar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir
Performs the Hajj with Saudi and Iranian Heads of State
Photo source: NYT

Omar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir 
Text source: http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/reference/omar_hasan_ahmad_al-bashir
Lieutenant General Omar Hasan Ahmad al-Bashir (born January 1, 1944) is the President of Sudan .
Born in the small village of Hosh Bonnaga in 1944, al-Bashir joined the Sudanese Army at a young age and studied at a military academy in . He quickly rose through the ranks and became a paratrooper. Later, al-Bashir served with the Egyptian Army when it went to war with Israel in 1973. When he returned to the Sudan al-Bashir was put in charge of military operations against the Sudan People's Liberation Army in the southern half of the country. Becoming a general by the 1980s , al-Bashir took charge of a military coup in 1989 that overthrew democratically elected President Sadiq

 HYPERLINK "http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/reference/sadiq_al_mahdi"  al-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/reference/sadiq_al_mahdi" Mahdi . Al-Bashir immediately banned all political parties, cracked down on the press, and dissolved Parliament upon assuming control of the nation. He then became Chairman of the Revolutionary Command Council for National Salvation (a newly established body with legislative and executive powers over the country), and assumed the posts of chief of state, prime minister, chief of the armed forces, and minister of defense.

Al-Bashir subsequently allied himself with Hassan al-

 HYPERLINK "http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/reference/hassan_al_turabi" Turabi , leader of the National Islamic Front , and began a program to make northern Sudan a fundamentalist Islamic state. To this end, al-Bashir imposed Shari’a and a harsh new Criminal Act over northern Sudan in 1991, which were enforced by Muslim judges and a newly created Public Order Police. On October 16, 1993, al-Bashir became even more powerful when he was appointed president of the country, after which time the Revolutionary Command Council for National Salvation was dissolved. The executive and legislative powers of the council were subsequently given to al-Bashir, who virtually ruled the nation as a dictator from that point on. He was later “elected” president (with a five year term) in a showcase national election in 1996. In 1998, al-Bashir and the Presidential Committee put into effect a new constitution. In 1999, al-Bashir and the Parliament made a law which allowed limited political “associations” in opposition to al-Bashir and his supporters to be formed, although these groups have failed to gain any significant access to governmental power.

In 1999, al-Bashir consolidated his hold over the country when he removed the biggest threat to his power, al-Turabi, then serving as Speaker of the National Assembly (formed in 1996). Al-Turabi had wanted to give the National Assembly power to remove the president (al-Bashir) from office if it deemed necessary and bring back the post of prime minister, both ideas which appalled al-Bashir. In December of 1999, Al-Bashir declared a state of national emergency, suspended the constitution, disbanded the National Assembly, and stripped al-Turabi of his governmental and party posts (al-Turabi was later arrested and put into custody in 2001). Al-Bashir subsequently purged his cabinet of al-Turabi loyalists in 2000 and replaced them with his own followers. In the same year, new presidential and parliamentary elections were held. Most Sudanese did not vote, and almost all political groups in opposition to al-Bashir boycotted the elections, claiming that they would not be held fairly and that al-Bashir would simply fix the results in his favor if he lost. Most people in the south were not able to participate either, as a result of being controlled by the Sudan People’s Liberation Army. Ultimately, al-Bashir won the election by an overwhelming margin and the Parliament became stacked with members of his National Congress Party. Al-Bashir continues to rule Sudan with an iron fist, his power great as a result of the national emergency laws he established in 1999 still being in place. Al-Bashir’s second term as president is only supposed to last five years, after which time the law presently forbids him to run again. 
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The Umma Party (UP) Text source: http://www.sudan.net/government/parties.html

During the last period of parliamentary democracy, the Umma Party was the largest in the country, and its leader, Sadiq al Mahdi served as prime minister in all coalition governments between 1986 and 1989. Originally founded in 1945, the Umma was the political organization of the Islamic Ansar movement. Its supporters followed the strict teachings of the Mahdi, who ruled Sudan in the 1880s. Although the Ansar were found throughout Sudan, most lived in rural areas of western Darfur and Kurdufan. Since Sudan became independent in 1956, the Umma Party has experienced alternating periods of political prominence and persecution. Sadiq al Mahdi became head of the Umma and spiritual leader of the Ansar in 1970, following clashes with the Nimeiri government, during which about 3,000 Ansar were killed. Following a brief reconciliation with Nimeiri in the mid-1970s, Sadiq al Mahdi was imprisoned for his opposition to the government's foreign and domestic policies, including his 1983 denunciation of the September Laws as being un-Islamic. 

Despite Sadiq al Mahdi's criticisms of Nimeiri's efforts to exploit religious sentiments, the Umma was an Islamic party dedicated to achieving its own Muslim political agenda for Sudan. Sadiq al Mahdi had never objected to the sharia becoming the law of the land, but rather to the "un-Islamic" manner Nimeiri had used to implement the sharia through the September Laws. Thus, when Sadiq al Mahdi became prime minister in 1986, he was loath to become the leader who abolished the sharia in Sudan. Failing to appreciate the reasons for non-Muslim antipathy toward the sharia, Sadiq al Mahdi cooperated with his brother-in-law, NIF leader Turabi, to draft Islamic legal codes for the country. By the time Sadiq al Mahdi realized that ending the civil war and retaining the sharia were incompatible political goals, public confidence in his government had dissipated, setting the stage for military intervention. Following the June 1989 coup, Sadiq al Mahdi was arrested and kept in solitary confinement for several months. He was not released from prison until early 1991. Sadiq al Mahdi indicated approval of political positions adopted by the Umma Party during his detention, including joining with the SPLM and northern political parties in the National Democratic Alliance opposition grouping. 

The Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) 

The Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) was similarly based on a religious order, the Khatmiyyah organization. Ever since the Khatmiyyah opposed the Mahdist movement in the 1880s, it has been a rival of the Ansar. Although the Khatmiyyah was more broadly based than the Ansar, it was generally less effective politically. Historically, the DUP and its predecessors were plagued by factionalism, stemming largely from the differing perspectives of secular-minded professionals in the party and the more traditional religious values of their Khatmiyyah supporters. The DUP leader and hereditary Khatmiyyah spiritual guide since 1968, Muhammad Uthman al Mirghani, tried to keep these tensions in check by avoiding firm stances on controversial political issues. In particular, he refrained from public criticism of Nimeiri's September Laws so as not to alienate Khatmiyyah followers who approved of implementing the sharia. In the 1986 parliamentary elections, the DUP won the second largest number of seats and agreed to participate in Sadiq al Mahdi's coalition government. Like Sadiq al Mahdi, Mirghani felt uneasy about abrogating the sharia, as demanded by the SPLM, and supported the idea that the September Laws could be revised to expunge the "un- Islamic" content added by Nimeiri. 

By late 1988, however, other DUP leaders had persuaded Mirghani that the Islamic law issue was the main obstacle to a peaceful resolution of the civil war. Mirghani himself became convinced that the war posed a more serious danger to Sudan than did any compromise over the sharia. It was this attitude that prompted him to meet with Garang in Ethiopia where he negotiated a cease-fire agreement based on a commitment to abolish the September Laws. During the next six months leading up to the June 1989 coup, Mirghani worked to build support for the agreement, and in the process emerged as the most important Muslim religious figure to advocate concessions on the implementation of the sharia. Following the coup, Mirghani fled into exile and he has remained in Egypt. Since 1989, the RCC-NS has attempted to exploit DUP factionalism by coopting party officials who contested Mirghani's leadership, but these efforts failed to weaken the DUP as an opposition group. 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) - Formed in 1995 as an umbrella of opposition and armed groups with headquarters in Asmara, Eritrea, and branch offices in Cairo, Nairobi, Washington, and London. Composed of political parties, trade unions, armed factions and other groups. Includes the DUP, SPLM/A, the General Council of the Trade Union Federations, Beja Congress, the Free Lions Association, the Sudan Liberation Army, the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party, and the Sudanese Communist Party. Chaired by Muhammad Uthman al-Mirghani, the head of DUP. NDA signed agreement in December 2003 in Saudi Arabia with Sudanese government supporting peace negotiations in Kenya with the SPLM/A and calling for a new democratic Sudan benefiting all political parties. The Ummah Party suspended its membership of the NDA on March 2000, but remains committed to the NDA’s resolutions and declarations. The government broke off contact with the NDA after it accepted the membership of the Darfur-based rebel Sudan Liberation Movement/Army in February 2004.

The National Islamic Front (NIF) 
The Muslim Brotherhood, which originated in Egypt, has been active in Sudan since its formation there in 1949. It emerged from Muslim student groups that first began organizing in the universities during the 1940s, and its main support base has remained the college educated. The Muslim Brotherhood's objective in Sudan has been to institutionalize Islamic law throughout the country. Hassan Abdallah al Turabi, former dean of the School of Law at the University of Khartoum, had been the Muslim Brotherhood's secretary general since 1964. He began working with Nimeiri in the mid-1970s, and, as his attorney general in 1983, played a key role in the controversial introduction of the sharia. After the overthrow of Nimeiri, Turabi was instrumental in setting up the NIF, a Brotherhood-dominated organization that included several other small Islamic parties. Following the 1989 coup, the RCC-NS arrested Turabi, as well as the leaders of other political parties, and held him in solitary confinement for several months. Nevertheless, this action failed to dispel a pervasive belief in Sudan that Turabi and the NIF actively collaborated with the RCC-NS. NIF influence within the government was evident in its policies and in the presence of several NIF members in the cabinet. 
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Dr. Hassan al-Turabi
Leader, Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood (1960 - 1969); law degrees, Khartoum Univ. School of Law, Univ. of London and The Sorbonne; Attorney General of Sudan (1977 - 1982); National Islamic Front (NIF) leader (1986-  ); Speaker of Nat’l Assembly (1996 - 1998); Placed under house arrest in 2001 in power struggle with President al-Bashir (released 2003)

Photo source : www.sol-sd.com  (Sudan Online)

Text source: http://www.hrw.org/press/2002/03/turabi-bio.htm

Family Name: al-Turabi Given Name: Hasan Title: Dr. Dates: born 1932Gender: MaleCountry: Sudan 
Positions
Foreign Minister - Government of Sudan (1989 - 1989) 
Leader - National Islamic Front (1986 - ) 
Attorney General - Government of Sudan (1977 - 1982) 
Leader - Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood (1960 - 1969) http://people.africadatabase.org/en/person/3970.html
Hassan al Turabi, a graduate of Khartoum University School of Law and of the Sorbonne, became a leader of the Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood in the early 1960s. When Gen. Jafa'ar Nimeiri took power in a coup in 1969, Turabi's Islamist party was dissolved and its members arrested, only to return to political life in 1977 in reconciliation with Nimeiri, whose attorney general Turabi became. Nimeiri made shari'a the law of the land in Sudan in September 1983, but shari’a amputations and hangings contributed to a popular nonviolent overthrow of Nimeiri in 1985, and the reinstatement of parliamentary rule. In the 1986 elections, Turabi led a new faction of the Muslim Brotherhood, the National Islamic Front (NIF), to third place in the national assembly. The NIF sought to create an Islamic state in Sudan. In 1989, from behind the scenes, this party participated in a military coup overthrowing the elected government. From that time until 2001, Turabi was the power behind the throne, whether as leader of the NIF or later as speaker of the assembly. He led the creation of the NIF police state and associated NIF militias to consolidate Islamist power and prevent a popular uprising. The NIF police state and militias committed many human rights abuses, including summary executions, torture, ill treatment, arbitrary detentions, denial of freedoms of speech, assembly, and religion, and violations of the rules of war, particularly in the south, where a civil war was being waged from 1983 until 2005. In 1990-91 Turabi also established a regional umbrella for political Islamist militants, the Popular Arab Islamic Conference (PAIC), headquartered in Khartoum. It was formed with the immediate aim of opposing American involvement in the Gulf War. Turabi became its secretary general. Under his guidance, the Sudan government created an open-door policy for Arabs, including Turabi's Islamist associate Osama bin Laden, who made his base in Sudan in 1990-1996. The efforts of the NIF to refashion Sudan into an Islamic state bore mixed results because of the opposition it inspired and the civil war. The Government of Sudan ceased hosting PAIC in 2000. Human Rights Watch has published many documents on the abuses committed by the NIF government which Turabi orchestrated, starting in 1990 with "'Denying the Honor of Living, Sudan: A Human Rights Disaster." Other publications include "Sudan: In the Name of God:; "

 HYPERLINK "http://www.hrw.org/reports/1996/Sudan.htm" Behind the Red Line: Political Repression in Northern Sudan," (1996), ; "Famine in Sudan, 1998: The Human Rights Causes," (1999), ; and annual chapters on Sudan in the Human Rights Watch Annual Report (1990-2001).     

http://www.hrw.org/press/2002/03/turabi-bio.htm

http://institutions.africadatabase.org/data/i10584.html

http://institutions.africadatabase.org/data/i10584.html
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Al-Sadiq Al-Mahdi
BS and MSc in Economics, Politics and Philosophy, Oxford University. President of the Umma party (1964-);  Prime Minister of Sudan (1986-89); overthrown in coup d’état (1989). Re-elected President of Umma (2003). 

Photo source: www.dehai.org (Eritrean News Online)

Sadig Al-Mahdi     Former Prime Minister of Sudan (1966-1967, 1986-1989) 

Place and Date of Birth: Al-Abasya, Omdurman (Sudan), December 25, 1935 

Education: Degree and MSc in Economics, Politics and Philosophy from the School of Economics at Oxford University. 

Political Career: 

Al-Mahdi began his career in politics at the Ministry of Finance where he worked from 1957-1958. He left the Ministry to protest the coup d´état of 1958. In 1961 Al-Mahdi was chosen president of the Unified National Front opposition party. His leadership of the opposition contributed to the downfall of the Aboud dictatorship in 1964. 

Al-Mahdi was elected president of the Umma party in November 1964, and led a campaign to promote political activity, develop political Islam, and reform the party by expanding its base and promoting democracy behavior. Despite his efforts towards a democratic government, there was another coup d´état in 1969 that led to a dictatorship referred to as the May Regime. 

He was soon arrested by the military government, exiled to Egypt, and detained in Sudanese prisons repeatedly until 1974. Later that year, he traveled abroad and toured Arab and African Capitals where he delivered a number of lectures. While in exile, he formed the National Democratic Front (NDF), comprising the Umma, the Democratic Unionist Party, and the Muslim Brotherhood. Through his efforts, the NDF was able to make an accord of national reconciliation in 1977 with the May Regime that mandated democratic reform. 

The accord had little effect, and Al-Mahdi continued his democratization efforts despite his arrest in 1983. He was released in December 1984, and led the opposition from within that drove the revolution of April 1985. He was soon elected President of Umma and won the general elections for the Prime Minister of Sudan in 1986, a position he retained until the government was overthrown in 1989. 

After being detained, imprisoned and tortured, Al-Mahdi when into exile to lead the opposition in 1996, but returned to Sudan in 2000. In 2003 he was re-elected President of Umma and signed the Cairo Declaration for peace and democratic transformation with the Sudan Peoples Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). The Khartoum Regime initially welcomed but later refused to implement the Declaration. Currently, Al-Mahdi continues his mobilization efforts to restore peace and democracy to Sudan, and to solve the dialectic between modern life and religious revival in the Muslim World. 

http://www.clubmadrid.org/cmadrid/index.php?id=397


Al-Sadiq Al-Mahdi Biographical Summary

Prime Minister, 27 July, 1966 - 18 May, 1967 Prime Minister, 6 May, 1986 - 30 Jun, 1989 
http://www.sudan.net/government/biography/sadiq.html 
Sadiq Al-Mahdi - Born in 1935, in Omdurman, he is a Sudanese political leader. Did his college education at Comboni College in Khartoum, then studied Economics at the University of Khartoum, and then continued his graduate studies at Oxford University, England (1957). He came into the political limelight in 1964, when he played a significant role in the wide public discussions that led and accompanied the October 1964 popular up rise.

After restoration of democracy in 1964 he became Chairman of the Umma Party. He won a seat in the parliament and in 1966, at the age of 31, he became Sudan's youngest elected Prime Minister, but his government was overthrown after 9 months by a vote of confidence in the wake of an intraparty conflict. He was detained for several years and forced into exile by Numeiry's regime, until 1985. He was again elected Prime Minister of Sudan in 1986, but due to the deterioration and state of resignation of the economy caused by the administration mismanagement, coupled with the bloody war in the South of Sudan, he was toppled in a bloodless military coup of Omer Hassan Al-Bashier. He was immediately kept under house arrest until his dramatic escape to Eriteria in 1996. He is currently leading the Sudanese opposition in exile.
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Sufiism: Dervishes

Whirling Dervishes of Sudan

Center: Hamad an-Nil mosque in Omdurman

Followers of Muhammad Ahmed

Self-declared Mahdi, 1880s

Associated with Mahdist political party

Umma party of Saddiq al-Mahdi, former Prime Minister
Photos:  © David Tannenbaum. One-time use rights are granted.  These photos may be distributed within copies of this lesson, whether in print, on recorded media, in web pages or via Internet transmission.  However, these photos may not be extracted from this lesson for use, reproduction or distribution elsewhere.
Sufiism is the mystical branch of Islam.  There are many Sufi orders, each of which has its own arcane mystical intended to allow the practitioner to achieve a state of ecstasy or trance in which he loses control of himself, and has a direct, personal experience of Allah.  (For more on Sufiism, see the lesson Islamic Culture in the Horn of Africa).  In Sudan, the Ansar movement, known in English as the Whirling Dervishes, is the most significant Sufi movement.  The Ansar Dervishes are closely associated with the Umma political party.

In the latter half of the 19th century, a charismatic leader, Muhammad Ahmad, arose in Sudan and opposed Anglo-Egyptian Condominium rule.  Muhammad Ahmed proclaimed himself the Mahdi, or the Rightly Guided One, a redeemer of Islam who is expected to prepare for the return of Isa (Jesus) and Judgment Day.  Muhammad Ahmed al-Mahdi was successful in driving out the English, Egyptian and Turkish forces from Sudan.  According to some writers, this constituted the first Islamic revolution against western domination in modern times.  However, the Mahdi’s reign came to an abrupt end with his death just a few months after he assumed power.  Muhammad Ahmed was a member of the Ansar Whirling Dervish order, and his religious and political influence are still felt in Sudan today.  There are many Sudanese, whether Dervishes or not, who accept his claim of being the Mahdi.  Dervishes in Sudan today descend directly from his Ansar order.  On the political side, his great-grandson, Sadiq al-Mahdi became the Prime Minister of Sudan on two occasions, 1966-67 and 1986-89.  Sadiq al-Mahdi remains the leader of the Umma political party in Sudan, and is the Imam of the Ansar Whirling Dervish order.
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Muhammad Uthman Al-Mirghani
Chairman of the DUP and hereditary spiritual guide of the Khatmiyya (1968-  ) with greatest following in eastern Sudan and northern Nile Valley; founding member and chairman of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA), based in Eritrea.

Photo source: www.dehai.org/.../01-pia_almirghani_30605.jpg
al-Mirghani, Muhammad Uthman - Chairman of the DUP and hereditary spiritual guide of the Khatmiyyah - the religious order upon which DUP is based - since 1968. One of the founder members and chairman of the NDA, based in Eritrea.

http://www.irinnews.org/webspecials/SudanDarfur/Whos-WhoI.asp  United Nations  IRIN

Much different in organization from the other (Muslim mysitical) brotherhoods is the Khatmiyyah (or Mirghaniyah after the name of the order's founder). Established in the early nineteenth century by Muhammad 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Muhammad_Uthman_al_Mirghani&action=edit" Uthman

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Muhammad_Uthman_al_Mirghani&action=edit"  al 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Muhammad_Uthman_al_Mirghani&action=edit" Mirghani, it became the best organized and most politically oriented and powerful of the turuq (brotherhoods) in eastern Sudan (see Turkiyah). Mirghani had been a student of Sayyid Ahmad ibn Idris and had joined several important orders, calling his own order the seal of the paths (Khatim at Turuq--hence Khatmiyyah). The salient features of the Khatmiyyah are the extraordinary status of the Mirghani family, whose members alone may head the order; loyalty to the order, which guarantees paradise; and the centralized control of the order's branches. 

 The Khatmiyyah had its center in the southern section of Ash 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ash_Sharqi&action=edit" Sharqi State (The Eastern Region) and its greatest following in eastern Sudan and in portions of the riverine (northern Nile Valley) area. The Mirghani family were able to turn the Khatmiyyah into a political power base, despite its broad geographical distribution, because of the tight control they exercised over their followers. Moreover, gifts from followers over the years have given the family and the order the wealth to organize politically.

http://countrystudies.us/sudan/48.htm   U.S. Library of Congress Country Studies 
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The Second Sudanese Civil War
1983-2005 

1.9 million civilians killed in Southern Sudan; 4 million civilians forced to flee their homes 

Proximate cause,1983: GOS Pres. Ja’afar 


al-Nimeiry’s stated intention to transform Sudan into an Islamic Arab state; and to institute shari’a 


(Islamic law) in Southern Sudan.  
*Text source: Federation of American Scientists  http://www.fas.org/main/home.jsp

Photo source (soldiers) www.newint.org/issue326/peace.htm   Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) soldiers  

Photo source (refugees)    http://www.ehponline.org/members/2004/112-1/warrefugees.jpg

Photo source (negotiations) http://www.state.gov/secretary/former/powell/photos/2003/25552.htm    October 22, 2003: Secretary Powell walks with Kenya's Foreign Minister Kalonzo Musyoka (L) and with Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM) leader Dr. John Garang (2nd from L), and Sudan's First Vice President Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, in the Kenyan town of Naivasha, 90 kms from the capital Nairobi. 

The Second Sudanese Civil War was the most significant historic event in the country since its independence in 1956.  If the current crisis in Darfur has attracted more attention from the world’s population, that may be because it is being played out in a new age of global communication and awareness.  The Second Sudanese Civil War, however, dragged on for 22 years, from 1983 to 2005, mostly out of the world’s view, and was one of the worst humanitarian disasters in the world at that time.

The American news media, and to some extent our government, long characterized the civil war in Sudan as, “The Muslim North against the Christian South.”  This was a gross oversimplification.  While the majority of northerners, particularly those in power in the capital, Khartoum, are Muslim, the north and the government do not constitute a monolithic Muslim bloc.  There is a small northern minority of Christians, mostly Coptic with connections to Egypt.  Some northern Christians oppose the government; some northern Christians support the government.  Likewise, the south is not a monolithic Christian bloc.  In fact, a minority of southerners are Christian; the majority are classified as animist (practitioners of traditional spirit-worshiping religions; see CIA World Factbook, and other sources for population figures).  However, because education in the south was long dominated by foreign Christian missionaries, many of the most educated southerners, particularly southern leaders, are Christian.  Nevertheless, there are southern Muslims, some of whom support the Khartoum government, others of whom support the southern rebel movement.  Despite the best efforts of the government of Sudan and certain foreign Christian organizations to make the Second Sudanese Civil War about religion, it never really was.  (Examples:  The government of Sudan attempted to rally popular support among the majority Muslim northern population, and perhaps among foreign backers, by declaring the civil war a “jihad” in defense of Islam.  Certain foreign Christian organizations, most notably Christian Solidarity International (CSI), attempted to shame the northern government with exaggerated claims of northern Muslim slave trading among the Christians of the south.  There is a history of slave trading in Sudan that dates back centuries; the southern population was the victim of that trade, creating north-south animosity that continues to this day.  Similarly, slavery continues to this day in Sudan, as it does in other parts of Africa and the Middle East and around the world, sometimes in disguised, insidious forms.  However, CSI’s claims appeared to have been designed to provoke the government of Sudan and to promote CSI’s political agenda, rather than to point out a real problem.  The American media, like Col. Billy Hicks, cited as an example in the motivating slide at the beginning of this lecture presentation, underestimated the complexity and seriousness of the situation in Sudan when they settled on the Muslim-vs.-Christian model.

The proximate cause of the civil war in 1983 was the declaration by President Ja’afar al-Niemeiry, under pressure from Hassan al-Tourabi’s increasingly powerful Muslim Brotherhood, to make all Sudan an Islamic State under Islamic shari’a law.  Southerners, a minority of whom were Muslim (a minority of whom were Christian, too) resented Khartoum’s imposition of Muslim ways on them.  This was not so much a religious dispute as it was another example of those at the center – both of the country, and of power – disrespecting and neglecting those at the periphery.  Added to the mix, after the end of the First Sudanese Civil War (1955 – 1972), was the discovery by the Chevron Corporation in the 1970s of vast reserves of petroleum along the boundary between the areas of Sudan dominated by northern “Arabized” Muslim Sudanese, and their southern “African” countrymen.  The Second Civil War was as much about politics, tribal and ethnic animosity and control of vast resources and wealth as it was about religion.  The American news media, and our government, rarely mentioned such complications in public.

The protracted civil war (1983 – 2005) was characterized by the manipulation by both the North and South (but most egregiously by the Northern Government) of foreign relief supplies as a weapon of war.  Robert D. Kaplan encapsulated this strategy most succinctly in the title of his book on the topic:  Surrender or Starve.  The government of Sudan, for example, would block or withhold relief food supplies from famine-stricken southern civilian populations (who it suspected of supporting the rebels, and who it, therefore, treated like an enemy population) so that it wouldn’t fall into the hands of the Southern People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), the rebels.  Much of the human tragedy for which Sudan was so well known in the 1980s and 1990s, though it was made worse by drought and climate change, can be directly attributed to the deliberate actions of the warring parties.  The United Nations (UN) negotiated with both the government of Sudan and the SPLA to create Operation Lifeline Sudan (OLS) in 1989 to deliver relief supplies to southern populations via Kenya, thereby avoiding northern interference.  Nearly 2 million Sudanese died in the civil war; it is impossible to say how many more might have died of starvation or lack of medical supplies were it not for OLS.  Nevertheless, the UN, the US and other countries seems incapable of ending the Sudanese Civil War.  A foreign writer asserted in the 1990s, “The US and the UN will not intervene to end the Civil War in Sudan until Sudan starts exporting oil.”  Sudan started exporting oil on 30 August 1999 (http://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/sudan1103/14.htm).  The US appointed former Senator John Danforth as a special envoy to Sudan on 6 September 2001 (http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/09/20010906-3.html).  After 22 years of war, nearly 2 million deaths and the displacement of some 4 million people, the warring parties signed the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (AKA The Naivasha Accord) on 9 January 2005 (http://www.usip.org/library/pa/sudan/cpa01092005/cpa_toc.html). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sudanese_Civil_War

The Second Sudanese Civil War started in 1983, although it is most accurately a continuation of the First Sudanese Civil War of 1955 to 1972. It took place, for the most part, in southern Sudan and was one of the longest lasting and deadliest wars of the latter 20th century. Roughly 1.9 million civilians were killed in southern Sudan, and more than 4 million have been forced to flee their homes at one time or another since the war began. The civilian death toll is one of the highest of any war since 1945 [1]. The conflict ended upon the signing of a peace agreement in January 2005. 
*Background and causes (of the Second Sudanese War)
The war is usually characterized as a fight between the southern, non-Arab populations against the northern, Arab-dominated government. Kingdoms and great powers based along the Nile river have fought against the people of inland Sudan for centuries. Since at least the 17th century, central governments have attempted to regulate and exploit the cattle herders of southern and inland Sudan. [2] 

When the British ran Sudan as a colony they administered the northern and southern provinces separately. The south was held to be more similar to the other east-African colonies — Kenya, Tanganyika, and Uganda — while northern Sudan was more similar to Arabic-speaking Egypt. Northerners were prevented from holding positions of power in the south, and trade was discouraged between the two areas.

However, in 1946 the British gave in to northern pressure to integrate the two areas. Arabic was made the language of administration in the south, and northerners began to hold positions there. The southern elite, trained in English, resented the change as they were kept out of their own government. [3] After decolonization, most power was given to the northern elites based in Khartoum, causing unrest in the south.

In 1955, southern resentment of northern Muslim Arab domination culminated in a mutiny among southern troops in Equatoria

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Equatoria_Province"  Province. These troops were upset that the Khartoum government had failed to deliver on its promises to Britain that it would create a federal system. For the next 17 years, the southern region experienced civil strife, and various southern leaders agitated for regional autonomy or outright secession.

Outbreak  

 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Sudan" Southern Sudan 

This chronic state of (Southern) insurgency (beginning in 1955) against the central government was suspended in 1972 after the signing of the Addis Ababa Accords granting southern Sudan wide regional autonomy on internal matters. In 1983, as part of an Islamicization campaign President Nimeiry declared his intention to transform Sudan into a Muslim Arab state, divided the south into three regions and instituted Shari’a law. This was controversial even among Muslim groups. After questioning Nimeiry's credentials to Islamicize Sudan's society, Ansar leader Sadiq

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadiq_al-Mahdi"  al-

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sadiq_al-Mahdi" Mahdi was placed under house arrest.

Another factor in the Second war was the natural resources of Sudan, particularly in the south, where there are significant oil fields. Oil revenues make up about 70% of Sudan's export earnings. Due to numerous tributaries of the Nile river and heavier precipitation in southern Sudan, the south also has greater access to water, and is therefore much more fertile. The north of the country is on the edge of the Sahara desert. The northern desire to control these resources, and the southern desire to maintain control of them, contributed to the war.

A parallel war between the Nuer and Dinka also raged in the south.

In 1990-91 the Sudanese government supported Saddam Hussein in the Gulf War. This changed American attitudes toward the country. Bill Clinton's administration prohibited American investment in the country and supplied money to neighbouring countries to repel Sudanese incursions. The US also began attempts to "isolate" Sudan and began referring to it as a rogue state.
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Since 1983, the SPLA has been divided into 3 main factions: the SPLA Torit faction led by John Garang; the SPLA Bahr-al-Ghazal faction led by Carabino Kuany Bol; and the South Sudan Independence Movement led by Riak Machar. These internal divisions have intensified fighting in the south, hampering any potential peace settlement. The SPLA remains the principal military force in the insurgency. 

In April 1997 the South Sudan Independence Movement/Army (SSIM/A), which broke away from the SPLA, and several smaller southern factions concluded a peace agreement with the Government. These former insurgent elements then formed the United Democratic Salvation Front (UDSF). However, the SPLM, its armed wing, the SPLM/A, and most independent analysts have regarded the April 21 Agreement as a tactical government effort to enlist southerners on its side. The SPLM/A and its northern allies in the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) carried out successful military offensives in areas along the borders with Ethiopia and Eritrea and in large parts of the south during the year. Neither side appears to have the ability to win the war militarily. 

In 1996 the US government decided to send nearly $20 million of military equipment through the 'front-line' states of Ethiopia, Eritrea and Uganda to help the Sudanese opposition overthrow the Khartoum regime. US officials denied that the military aid for the SPLA and the Sudanese Allied Forces (SAF), described as 'non-lethal' -- including radios, uniforms, boots and tents -- was targeted at Sudan. The Pentagon and CIA considered Sudan to be second only to Iran as a staging ground for international terrorism. CIA Director John Deutch made a 3-day visit to the Ethiopian capital in April 1996, where he noted that funds had been significantly increased for a more activist policy including preemptive strikes against terrorists and their sponsors. Reportedly several Operational Detachments-Alpha (also called A-Teams) of the US army were operating in support of the SPLA. 

Dr Riak MACHAR Teny: A Nuer, said to have Dinka blood. Born at Leer in 1953. 26th son of the chief of both Ayod and Leer. Presbyterian. Attended Khartoum University. Received Doctorate from University of Bedford, England in 1984. Early SPLA leader, whose family was located in Britain; For years the Zonal Commander for Western Upper Nile; Led forces that attacked and overran Melut in 1989. Visited family 9/1989, for first time since war started; In 1990 based at Leer. Later SPLA Regional Commander for a region from the Ethiopian border to Renk and to Ayod/Waat in the south. He was residing at Ketbek, 5 km. from Nasir (4/1991); with him then was Gordon Koang Chol, who was local commander. Attended Conference of Minorities in the Arab World, Cyprus, 5/1994. Signed the ’Political Charter’ with the Sudan government in April 1996.

PRESS STATEMENT
 SPLM/A NEWS AGENCY (SPLM/A stated goals) 
March 20, 2003 

The current events in Darfur mark a benchmark historical development, which comes at a critical moment in the history of our country. As a major political force in the Sudan, it is incumbent on the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Movement and Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Army (SPLM/A) to make its position on the events in Darfur known to the Sudanese people in general and to the people of Darfur in particular, as well as to the international community and hence this statement. 

Since its foundation in 1983 and in its first political document, the Manifesto, the SPLM/A has based its vision on the fact that the essence of what became known as the “Southern Problem” or “Southern Question” is really a general “Sudanese Problem” represented by the political, economic and cultural marginalization of the majority of Sudanese people who are denied participation in the exercise of power, access to wealth and moreover subjected to cultural hegemony. The Sudanese national building project has been an exclusivist project that is based solely on the two parameters of Arabism and Islam. It has never recognized the historical and contemporary diversity of the Sudan. It works to institutionalize the hegemony of a small minority in the center through its system of rule and governance and economic exploitation of the excluded regions. From its inception the SPLM/A called for the restructuring of power, the equitable distribution of wealth, religious tolerance, a democratic dialogue between the cultures of the different ethnic and cultural groups in Sudan, and the creation of a new socio-political, economic and cultural dispensation, which we call the New Sudan.

SPLA Bahr-al-Ghazal
http://www.amnesty.org/ailib/aireport/ar99/afr54.htm

     (1999) In southern Sudan the government militia calling itself spla Bahr al-Ghazal, led by Kerubino Kuanyin Bol, switched sides to join the spla in January (1999)  and attacked the garrison town of Wau. More than 100,000 people fled the area. The government quickly regained control of Wau town but fighting continued in rural areas for the next four months, displacing tens of thousands more people. Years of raiding by spla Bahr al-Ghazal, the government's Popular Defence Forces (pdf) and other militia groups had already displaced hundreds of thousands; the additional disruption caused the rural economy to collapse and a famine followed in which thousands of people died. 

    Both the government and the spla declared cease-fires in Bahr al-Ghazal in July and extended them in October.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riek_Machar

Riek Machar Teny Dhurgon (born 1952), a Dok Nuer, is the current vice-president of the autonomous Government of Southern Sudan 

He was one of the earliest members of the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLM) under John 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Garang" Garang (1984).[2] Then the leader of the South Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM) (1994 - 2000) after splitting from (SPLA/M) in 1991 with Lam 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lam_Akol" Akol and Gordon Kong 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Gordon_Kong_Chuol&action=edit" Chuol in an attempt to bring democratic principles, respect of human rights, and specific objectives; such as self-determination to the SPLM.

Riek signed the Khartoum Peace Agreement in 1997, forcing the National Islamic Front to adopt a democratic constitution.[3] After the signing, he was the leader of South Sudan Defense Forces (SSDF, the newly named SSIM) (1997 - 2002) The Khartoum Peace Agreement offered the South self-determination on paper and made Machar the Assistant to the President of the Republic of the Sudan and the President of the Southern Sudan Coordinating Council (August 7, 1997 - January 31, 2000).

Machar received a Doctor of Science in robotic engineering from the University of Bradford.[4]
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Cultural Dimension of Division between North and South Sudan

Southern Sudan's remote provinces – Equatoria, Bahr al Ghazal, and Upper Nile – received little official attention until after World War I 

There were efforts to suppress tribal warfare and the slave trade.

To allow the south to develop along indigenous lines, the British closed the region to outsiders.
Photo source : http://iarchives.nysed.gov/Gallery/galleryDetail.jsp?id=259 (New York State Archives)

Britain's Southern Policy*      Text source: countrystudies.us/sudan/16.htm - 6k 

From the beginning of the Anglo-Egyptian condominium, the British sought to modernize Sudan by applying European technology to its underdeveloped economy and by replacing its authoritarian institutions with ones that adhered to liberal English traditions. However, southern Sudan's remote and undeveloped provinces--Equatoria, Bahr al Ghazal, and Upper Nile--received little official attention until after World War I, except for efforts to suppress tribal warfare and the slave trade. The British justified this policy by claiming that the south was not ready for exposure to the modern world. To allow the south to develop along indigenous lines, the British, therefore, closed the region to outsiders. As a result, the south remained isolated and backward. A few Arab merchants controlled the region's limited commercial activities while Arab bureaucrats administered whatever laws existed. Christian missionaries, who operated schools and medical clinics, provided limited social services in southern Sudan.

The earliest Christian missionaries were the Verona Fathers, a Roman Catholic religious order that had established southern missions before the Mahdiyah. Other missionary groups active in the south included Presbyterians from the United States and the Anglican Church Missionary Society. There was no competition among these missions, largely because they maintained separate areas of influence. The government eventually subsidized the mission schools that educated southerners. Because mission graduates usually succeeded in gaining posts in the provincial civil service, many northerners regarded them as tools of British imperialism. The few southerners who received higher training attended schools in British East Africa (present-day Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania) rather than in Khartoum, thereby exacerbating the north-south division. 

British authorities treated the three southern provinces as a separate region. The colonial administration, as it consolidated its southern position in the 1920s, detached the south from the rest of Sudan for all practical purposes. The period's "closed door" ordinances, which barred northern Sudanese from entering or working in the south, reinforced this separate development policy. Moreover, the British gradually replaced Arab administrators and expelled Arab merchants, thereby severing the south's last economic contacts with the north. The colonial administration also discouraged the spread of Islam, the practice of Arab customs, and the wearing of Arab dress. At the same time, the British made efforts to revitalize African customs and tribal life that the slave trade had disrupted. Finally, a 1930 directive stated that blacks in the southern provinces were to be considered a people distinct from northern Muslims and that the region should be prepared for eventual integration with British East Africa. 

Although potentially a rich agricultural zone, the south's economic development suffered because of the region's isolation. Moreover, a continual struggle went on between British officials in the north and south, as those in the former resisted recommendations that northern resources be diverted to spur southern economic development. Personality clashes between officials in the two branches in the Sudan Political Service also impeded the south's growth. Those individuals who served in the southern provinces tended to be military officers with previous Africa experience on secondment to the colonial service. They usually were distrustful of Arab influence and were committed to keeping the south under British control. By contrast, officials in the northern provinces tended to be Arabists often drawn from the diplomatic and consular service. Whereas northern provincial governors conferred regularly as a group with the governor general in Khartoum, their three southern colleagues met to coordinate activities with the governors of the British East African colonies.
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Cultural Dimension of Division between North and South Sudan

The government eventually subsidized the (Christian) mission schools that educated southerners.

Because mission graduates usually succeeded in gaining posts in the provincial civil service, many northerners regarded them as tools of British imperialism.

The few southerners who received higher training attended schools in British East Africa (present-day Kenya, Uganda, and Tanzania)*

Photo source :  http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/sudan/sd02_06a.jpg  Courtesy Robert O. Collins 

Text source: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/sudan/sd02_06a.jpg 

Christianity was most prevalent among the peoples of Al Istiwai State--the Madi, Moru, Azande, and Bari. The major churches in the Sudan were the Roman Catholic and the Anglican. Southern communities might include a few Christians, but the rituals and world view of the area were not in general those of traditional Western Christianity. The few communities that had formed around mission stations had disappeared with the dissolution of the missions in 1964. The indigenous Christian churches in Sudan, with external support, continued their mission, however, and had opened new churches and repaired those destroyed in the continuing civil conflict. Originally, the Nilotic peoples were indifferent to Christianity, but in the latter half of the twentieth century many people in the educated elite embraced its tenets, at least superficially. English and Christianity have become symbols of resistance to the Muslim government in the north, which has vowed to destroy both. Unlike the early civil strife of the 1960s and 1970s, the insurgency in the 1980s and the 1990s has taken on a more religiously confrontational character. 

Data as of June 1991
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Center vs. Periphery:
Disparity in Economic Development



WHAT


  WHERE IMPLEMENTED

Irrigated Agriculture          Nile Valley

                                                Al-Jazira, between

                                                Blue and White Niles

Petroleum Industry           Mainly, Southern Sudan

      Principal Beneficiary          (National) Government of Sudan

Transport 


  Greater Khartoum

Construction 

  Greater Khartoum

Telecommunications 
  Greater Khartoum
Text source: http://www.faqs.org/docs/factbook/print/su.html

Economy - overview: Sudan has turned around a struggling economy with sound economic policies and infrastructure investments, but it still faces formidable economic problems. Starting in 1997 Sudan began implementing IMF macroeconomic reforms that have successfully stabilized inflation. In 1999 Sudan began exporting crude oil and in the last quarter of 1999 recorded its first trade surplus, along with monetary policy, has stabilized the exchange rate. 

Current (2002) oil production stands at 220,000 barrels per day, of which some 70% is exported and the rest refined mostly for domestic consumption. Increased oil production, revived light industry, and expanded export processing zones should maintain GDP growth at 5% in 2002. 

Agriculture production remains Sudan's most important sector, employing 80% of the work force and contributing 43% of GDP, but most farms remain rain-fed and susceptible to drought. Sudan is also constrained by its limited access to international credit; most of Sudan's $24.9 billion debt remains in arrears. The civil war, chronic instability, adverse weather, and weak world agricultural prices ensure that much of the population will remain at or below the poverty line for years. 
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China and Oil: A New Factor

Mid-1990s-    : China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) the dominant player in exploration & production of Sudan’s oil reserves, most of which lie in southern Sudan.

1991 split in the southern rebel movement effectively removes southern military opposition to oil exploration

Chinese labor & engineering builds a vast network of elevated all-weather roads that are dual-use: move heavy oil exploration & extraction equipment, but also Khartoum’s military resources.
Photo source: http://static.flickr.com/91/205783374_a85e7972c3.jpg

Text source: http://www.sudanreeves.org/Article115.html

Testimony by Eric Reeves before the US-China Economic and Security Review Commission: “China’s Role in the World: Is China a Responsible Stakeholder?”

August 3, 2006
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 385 

There is in all of Africa no more destructive bilateral relationship than that between China and Sudan, certainly when viewed from the perspective of US interests and those of the people of Sudan. Beijing’s relentless military, commercial, and diplomatic support of the National Islamic Front regime has done much to ensure that Sudan remains controlled by a vicious cabal of genocidaires. This is so despite the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, signed by the National Islamic Front (which has innocuously renamed itself the “National Congress Party”) and the southern Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army, on January 9, 2005. Designed to bring to power a “Government of National Unity,” this political arrangement has done exceedingly little to diminish the National Islamic Front’s monopoly on national power and wealth.

The National Islamic Front (NIF) came to power by military coup in June 1989--deposing an elected government and deliberately aborting the most promising chance for a north-south peace agreement since Sudan’s independence in 1956. This brutal regime quickly purged the military, civil society, and economic spheres of all opponents, and developed a ruthlessly efficient security network. The NIF is responsible not only for ongoing genocide in the western Darfur region, but also for previous genocides in the Nuba Mountains of southern Kordofan Province (beginning in 1992) and the southern oil regions (primarily in Western and Eastern Upper Nile Province).

Since the mid-1990’s, China National Petroleum Corporation (CNPC) has been the dominant player in both exploration and production in Sudan’s oil reserves, the vast majority of which lie in southern Sudan. China became a partner with the NIF when it appeared that commercially viable oil reserves in the south would become secure enough for extraction activities. The 1991 split within the ranks of the southern rebel movement led to the disastrous 1997 “Khartoum Peace Agreement,” which brought Riek Machar---the senior military leader from the Nuer tribe in the south---into the NIF government. Though Riek would fulsomely apologize years later, his decision to join the NIF effectively removed southern military opposition to oil exploration, which subsequently devastated those regions of Upper Nile Province in which the Nuer predominate.

China’s behavior in oil exploration has from the beginning of its operations been marked by deep complicity in gross human rights violations, scorched-earth clearances of the indigenous populations in the oil regions, and direct assistance to Khartoum’s regular military forces.

This assistance has taken many forms, including the building of a vast network of elevated all-weather roads that are dual-use: they serve to move heavy oil exploration and extraction equipment, but have also permitted the rapid movement and deployment of Khartoum’s military resources. Moreover, these roads were constructed, primarily by Chinese labor and engineering, with no regard for environmental consequences, for flooding during the heavy rainy season (the roads were constructed without culverts), or for the consequences of blocking traditional cattle migration routes. This is true both in Western and Eastern Upper Nile Province.

Airstrips belonging to the oil development consortia, and involving Chinese construction, have also been used by Khartoum’s military aircraft, including deadly helicopter gunships. These fearsome weapons of human destruction have been implicated in hundreds of deadly attacks on civilian, even humanitarian targets. For example, in the village of Bieh (Western Upper Nile) the UN reported on February 21, 2002 a brutal attack by helicopter gunships on women and children gathered to receive from the UN’s World Food Program:

“A Sudanese army helicopter fired five rockets at thousands of civilians at a UN food distribution point, leaving 17 people dead, World Food Program officials and Sudanese rebels said Thursday.   ‘Such attacks, deliberately targeting civilians about to receive humanitarian aid, are absolutely and utterly unacceptable,’ WFP chief Catherine Bertini said in a statement. ‘This attack---the second of this kind in less than two weeks---is an intolerable affront to human life and humanitarian work.’” (Associated Press, dateline: Nairobi, February 21, 2002)

Bieh lies in the center of the oil region most aggressively being cleared of civilians in 2002-2003. Beyond the casualties reported, many other civilians died of their wounds or lack of food, as WFP was forced to conduct an emergency evacuation. Again, this was but one of hundreds of such attacks.

Although the helicopter gunships used on this particular occasion appear to have been of Russian manufacture, many of the helicopter gunships in Khartoum’s arsenal were purchased from China, and many of these were purchased using anticipated revenues from oil extracted in the very regions being attacked in southern Sudan.

ARMS TO SUDAN FROM CHINA

Indeed, at the same time that oil-hungry China was establishing itself as the dominant partner in both Upper Nile oil exploration and production consortia---the Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company in the west and Petrodar in the east---it was and has remained engaged in an extremely active arms trade with Khartoum. Though China is largely secretive in its arms shipments, Refugees International recently found that:

“China National Petroleum Corporation contributes Chinese-made tanks, fighter planes, bombers, helicopters, machine guns and rocket-propelled grenades, firearms, and ammunition to the Sudanese military and SSDF (the Khartoum-backed militia forces in southern Sudan). China has also established three arms factories in Sudan.” (Refugees International, “Sudan: Oil Exploration Fueling Displacement in the South,” June 14, 2006)

A recent Amnesty International report confirms yet again the intimate connections between China’s oil interests and arms dealing: “China’s arms exports, estimated to be in excess of US$1 billion a year, often involve the exchange of weapons for raw materials to fuel the country’s rapid economic growth.” (“People’s Republic of China: Sustaining conflict and human rights abuses: The flow of arms accelerates” (AI Index: ASA 17/030/2006), June 2006)

China’s shipments of weapons to Sudan continue despite the clear evidence that such weapons fuel genocide in Darfur. Amnesty International also reported in June,

“More than 200 Chinese military trucks – normally fitted with US Cummins diesel engines – were shipped to Sudan in August 2005, despite a US arms embargo on both countries and the involvement of similar vehicles in the killing and abduction of civilians in Darfur.”


“Throughout the massacres in Darfur in 2004, Amnesty International and other human rights monitors noted that military trucks were being used to transport both Sudanese military and Janjawid (see below) militia personnel, and in some cases to deliver people for extrajudicial execution. In April 2004, Amnesty International reported the extrajudicial execution of 168 people from Wadi Saleh, in the west of Darfur, near the Chad border. The men were seized from 10 villages by a large force of soldiers, military intelligence officers and Janjawid militiamen, blindfolded and taken in groups of about 40 in army trucks to an area behind a hill near Deleij villages. They were ordered to lied on the ground and were shot dead.”

There have been many such reported mass executions. In this case the men and boys assembled and executed were all from the Fur, a non-Arab (African) tribal group. Trucks and aircraft have also been reported to have moved bodies from the sites of execution to remote locations in order to obscure evidence of genocidal actions.

A UN panel of experts, charged with monitoring the arms embargo that came into effect with UN Security Council Resolution 1591 (March 2005), recently found that:

“‘China has been, and continues to be, a major supplier of light weapons to the government of Sudan and many of the neighbouring states,’ said Ernst Jan Hogendoorn, one of four UN experts on an panel which recommended 17 players in the Darfur conflict be sanctioned for obstructing peace.  Hogendoorn said the panel found no evidence China was defying the embargo and supplying arms directly to Darfur. But weapons they had sold to Khartoum were likely to end up there.” (Reuters,  dateline: Khartoum, June 19, 2006)

In fact, small arms shipped to Khartoum by China have been the regime’s primary means of providing weapons to its deadly Janjaweed Arab militia, which are responsible for so much of the human destruction and displacement in Darfur.

But the arms trade with a regime actively engaged in genocide goes back many years. For China, desperate since the mid-1990s for offshore sources of oil because of burgeoning domestic consumption, has always been willing to engage in both secretive and in-kind arms trading (oil revenues and anticipated oil revenues for arms). Human Rights Watch reported (1998):

“Weapons deliveries from China to Sudan since 1995 have included ammunition, tanks, helicopters, and fighter aircraft. China also became a major supplier of antipersonnel and antitank mines after 1980, according to a Sudanese government official. The SPLA in 1997 overran government garrison towns in the south, and in one town alone, Yei, a Human Rights Watch researcher saw eight Chinese 122 mm towed howitzers, five Chinese-made T-59 tanks, and one Chinese 37 mm anti-aircraft gun abandoned by the government army.”

“Weapons deliveries since 1995 include ammunition, tanks, helicopters, and fighter aircraft. According to at least one published report, in late 1995 China supplied the government of Sudan with fifty Z-6 helicopters, a hundred 82mm and 120mm mortars, and other equipment by Iran. In 1997, the government of Sudan also was reported to have a new type of Chinese-made, lightweight antitank weapon in its arsenal---probably a Chinese copy of the Russian SPG-9---mounted on two wheels that could be pulled by hand by soldiers. One Sudanese army defector, formerly with an air defense unit, claimed he witnessed Chinese experts assembling Chinese-supplied jet fighters at the Wadi Saydna base north of Omdurman in 1993.” (“Arms Transfers to the Government of Sudan,” Human Rights Watch 1998, http://www.hrw.org/reports98/sudan/Sudarm988-05.htm)

The large majority of weapons in Khartoum’s arsenal are of Chinese manufacture, including not only light weapons, but also medium and heavy arms, including military aircraft. Moreover, as oil came on line (the first export cargo left Port Sudan in August 1999), China continued to assist Khartoum in developing a domestic armaments production capacity. The result is that Sudan is now increasingly self-sufficient in small and medium-sized arms, and the NIF regime also builds a range of heavy weapons, including Chinese-model tanks, in large industrial sites such as the vast GIAD complex outside Khartoum.

The lack of transparency in China’s oil production and revenue accounting assists the National Islamic Front in its own refusal to open up the books of the key Ministry of Mining and Energy, which includes the petroleum portfolio. This lack of transparency, by both China and Khartoum, has led to very serious tensions between the northern regime and the nascent Government of South Sudan, which is entitled to half the revenues from oil production in southern Sudan. To date, the desperately poor and underdeveloped south of Sudan has been denied hundreds of millions of dollars in desperately needed oil revenues.

At the same time, the National Islamic Front senses that it will enjoy virtually complete diplomatic protection from China and other international actors, and that the Western nations that helped bring the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) to fruition are not sufficiently engaged to ensure that key terms of the CPA are respected. This is extremely dangerous and may well lead to renewed war in the south, possibly in the near term. For example, Khartoum’s refusal to accept the findings of the distinguished international Abyei Boundary Commission creates of the oil-rich Abyei enclave a potential flash-point for renewed violence. Though the Government of South Sudan seems determined to seek international arbitration in its effort to force Khartoum to abide by the terms of the CPA, many in the SPLM have made clear that continued intransigence on Khartoum’s part could lead to war, which will almost certainly be the most violently destructive phase of a civil war that began in 1955, on the eve of Sudan’s independence from Anglo-Egyptian colonial rule.

In understanding why Khartoum feels so emboldened in its flouting of the CPA and many other agreements with Sudanese parties, over many years, it is important to understand the canny survivalism that defines the NIF. The senior members of the NIF, including President and Field Marshal Omar el-Bashir and Second Vice-President Ali Osman Taha, are the same men who came to power by military coup in 1989. Although the agenda of extremist Islamicization and Arabization for Sudan has been adjusted to accommodate international perceptions, particularly after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, these brutal men remain committed to that same agenda. They also remain committed to a domestic security policy of genocidal counter-insurgency warfare, as evidenced in Darfur.

None of this has mattered to the Chinese, who have not on a single occasion criticized the National Islamic Front regime for its vast and ongoing human rights abuses, for its ruthless arrogation of national power and wealth, or for a policy of severe political and economic marginalization throughout the peripheral areas of Sudan (geographically, Africa’s largest country). Indeed, the Chinese have been conspicuously contemptuous of human rights concerns for the consequences of oil development in southern Sudan. This oil development, in which construction efforts have been overwhelming Chinese, has required brutal civilian destruction and clearances, creating a vast cordon sanitaire for oil operations. Nobel Peace Prize-winning Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres reported in detail on one particular part of this deadly enterprise, the notorious oil road south of Bentiu (the epicenter of oil development in Western Upper Nile):

“According to civilians from the road area, whose accounts were consistent, road clearing first began in 2000, often preceded by Antonov bombings and helicopter gunship activity. Then the government of Sudan and Nuer troops, along with Chinese laborers, brought bulldozers to clear the site of the road and the surrounding area. After the bulldozers cleared a track, troops arrived in vehicles and burned all the tukuls in the path alongside the road. Government garrisons were then established at 30-minute intervals along the road.” (Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Frontieres, “Violence, Health, and Access to Aid in Unity State/Western Upper Nile,” April 2002)

This hand-in-glove operation, involving Khartoum’s regular and militia forces, along with Chinese engineering and construction teams, has been standard operating procedure since 1998.

It is important to understand that China has a clear interest in sustained conflict in Sudan, at least at levels that do not threaten operations. Potential Western competitors for oil development contracts, concessions, and other parts of the rapidly growing oil industry have been loathe to do business with a government conducting genocidal counter-insurgency warfare against the indigenous populations of the primary oil regions (these include not only the Nuer tribal populations, but also the Dinka, Shilluk, and others). In the case of the US, comprehensive trade and economic sanctions imposed by former President Clinton (November 1997) preclude activity by US oil companies.

Western oil companies also realize that domestic political concerns will eventually overtake any profitability in southern Sudan. This was the experience of Talisman Energy of Canada, which was forced to sell its 25% stake in the Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company in 2002 because of civil society protest and activism, including a targeted divestment campaign that brought share price down by as much as 35% and forced Talisman to initiate a C$500 million share buy-back in an attempt to stabilize share price. Talisman’s presence in southern Sudan was also a public relations nightmare that continues to this day, as it faces a massive lawsuit in US federal court, brought on behalf of southern Sudanese victims.

China has none of these concerns: it is accountable to no domestic political pressures; it has demonstrated complete contempt for all efforts to improve human rights in Sudan; and is not concerned if a few of its national workers should come home in body-bags---something Western companies could not tolerate (the killing of several US-national Chevron workers in 1984 precipitated the withdrawal of the American company).

In short, China views Sudan exclusively through the lens of very rapidly increasing need for off-shore petroleum sources. Though Iran provides a greater share of China’s oil imports, China has no significant role in the Iranian oil industry. The case is quite the opposite in Sudan, where China is the dominant player in oil exploration, extraction, and infrastructure development. Indeed, Sudan is China’s premier source of controlled off-shore oil production, without a close second in current activities. This elevates Sudan to a position of geostrategic importance in China’s perceptions of national interest, and China’s diplomatic performance, particularly at the UN, reflects this extraordinary importance.
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Printer-Friendly version  
July 31, 2006 (BEIJING) — China National Petroleum Corp. (CNPC.YY) has begun operations at two oil blocks in Sudan with annual output estimated at 10 million metric tons of crude in total, equivalent to 200,820 barrels a day, China Oilnews said Monday, citing company officials.

Blocks 3/7 are the most important reserves base of CNPC in Sudan and have gone into operation at a time when the company is making progress in developing its other assets in the country, Chen Geng, group general manager in Sudan, was quoted as saying.

CNPC’s crude production from nearby Block 6 has risen to 40,000 b/d, which is four times the 10,000 b/d that the field reportedly produced at the end of 2005.

The first phase of developing Blocks 1/2/4 has also been completed by CNPC with annual production totaling 1.5 million tons, or 30,100 b/d, the report added.

The blocks comprise CNPC’s oil field assets in Sudan where the firm has a stake in a refinery in Khartoum as well.

The refinery - built jointly by CNPC and Sudan’s Ministry of Energy and Mining in 1997 - was expanded in two phases to double its capacity to 100,000 b/d of crude a year and handle the increase in crude from Block 6.

Most of the refined products from Khartoum are supplied to Sudan’s domestic market, with only a small portion exported to neighboring countries and Europe.

CNPC, which has oil assets in various countries, is the unlisted parent company of PetroChina Co. (PTR), China’s largest integrated oil producer.

Dow Jones

http://www.moles.org/ProjectUnderground/drillbits/6_02/vs.html

China National Petroleum Carnation (CNPC), the state-owned company, have the largest share of the GNPOC consortium: 40%. 

Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company (GNPOC), operations are north and west of Bentiu). They are presently the prime beneficiaries of the newly constructed, all-season road that extends 60 miles south of Bentiu and allows not only oil equipment but heavy military equipment to move south. Lundin (a Swedish independent oil/gas exploration/production company)  is evidently not persuaded by the numerous reports of extremely intense scorched-earth warfare and civilian displacement associated with their oil development in Concession Block 5a.
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Oil Concessions and Pipeline
Map source: http://www.sudanreeves.org/News-article-sid-7-mode-thread-order-0-thold-0.html
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The Darfur Conflict


 Facts and Figures

An estimated 2.2 million people have been displaced and over 3 million affected by the conflict.

According to UNHCR*, since 2003, up to 200,000 people have died from starvation, disease and killings in Darfur.



    *United Nations High Commission for Refugees
World Vision UK   Friday 29 September 2006 

https://www.worldvision.org.uk/server.php?show=nav.721 

Photo source : http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/news/opendoc.htm?tbl=NEWS&id=4485a8e54

Slide text source : http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/news/opendoc.htm?tbl=NEWS&id=4485a8e54

Darfur
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5424.htm 
In 2003, while the historic north-south conflict was on its way to resolution, a rebellion broke out in Darfur, in western Sudan, led by two rebel groups--the SLM/A and the JEM. These groups represented agrarian farmers who are non-Arabized black African Muslims. In seeking to defeat the rebel movements, the Government of Sudan armed and supported local tribal and other militias, which have come to be known as the "Janjaweed." Their members were composed of black African Muslims who herded cattle, camels, and other livestock. Attacks on the civilian population by the Janjaweed, often with the direct support of Government of Sudan forces, have led to the death of tens of thousands of persons in Darfur, with an estimated 1.8 million internally displaced persons and another 220,000 refugees in neighboring Chad, i.e., 200,000 in 12 camps and 20,000 in the border area

On September 9, 2004, Secretary of State Colin L. Powell told the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, "genocide has been committed in Darfur and that the Government of Sudan and the Janjaweed bear responsibility--and that genocide may still be occurring." President Bush echoed this in July 2005, when he stated that the situation in Darfur was "clearly genocide."

A cease-fire between the parties was signed in N’Djamena, Chad, on April 8, 2004. However, despite the deployment of an African Union Military Mission to monitor implementation of the cease-fire and investigate violations, violence has continued. The SLM/A and JEM negotiated with the Government of Sudan under African Union auspices, resulting in additional protocols addressing the humanitarian and security aspects of the conflict on November 9, 2004. Like previous agreements, however, these were violated by both sides. Talks resumed in Abuja on June 10, 2005, resulting in a July 6 signing of a Declaration of Principles. Further talks were held in the fall and early winter of 2005 and covered power sharing, wealth sharing, and security arrangements. These negotiations were complicated by a split in SLM/A leadership.
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Ali Uthman Muhammad Taha
First Vice President of  Sudan, is considered by many analysts to be the principal architect of the GOS strategy in Darfur.

Photo source: Scanpix. Scandinavia AB, P.O. Box 1113 , SE-131 26 NACKA STRAND, SWEDEN 

Text Source: BBC 4 November 1997

Becoming First Vice President in February 1998, former judge and foreign minister Ali Uthman Muhammad Taha ranks second only to Hassan al-Turabi in the National Islamic Front hierarchy. He has been an NIF member since his days in Khartoum al-Gadeema secondary school, which he attended at the same time as Omar al-Bashir, and led the Khartoum University Student Union in the 1970s. A hardline leader of the opposition during the 1986-89 democratic period, he refused to join in the shortlived coalitions between the NIF and then-PM Sadiq al-Mahdi's Umma party. It is widely asserted that Taha was a planner of the 1989 coup against Sadiq, and that he visited army bases in the south shortly beforehand to meet NIF officers who then took part in it.

Taha's principal role as Social Planning minister in the early years of the NIF regime was as designer of the massive Islamisation programme in the non-Muslim south and the religiously mixed and tolerant Nuba Mountains. He took overall control of a web of local government and parastatal activities. "A hard-line ideologue, Taha represents the least flexible elements of Sudan's complex ruling coalition."
(BBC 4 November 1997).
Slide 49
Villages Destroyed by Janjaweed and Sudanese Air Force Aerial Bombardment
Just as the American media chose to oversimplify the Second Sudanese Civil War as “Muslim North vs. Christian South,” they have chosen to oversimplify the conflict in Darfur as “Arabs vs. Black Africans.”  Neither simplification does justice to the cultural complexities of either conflict.  In fact, all Sudanese, with the possible exception of the Rashaida, so recently arrived from the Arabian Peninsula, can reasonably be called “African.”  While many Sudanese, particularly northerners, have adopted Arab identity wholeheartedly, they still experience discrimination from other Arabs, some of whom refer to Sudanese by the Arabic word “Abd,” meaning nothing other than “slave.”  All of the parties to the conflict in Darfur are African.  All are also Muslim.

The roots of the current conflict in Darfur extend deep into the region’s soil – almost literally.  The Fur people (“Foor;” Dar Fur is Arabic for “Home of the Fur” or “Haven of the Fur”) are generally farmers.  Farmers invest great time and energy into working a piece of land.  Farmers want to hold onto their land.  Some of the tribes from the more northern, arid parts of Darfur are herdsmen.  Herdsmen want open ranges.  Both farmers and herdsmen live or die with the availability of water.  Thus, the basis for the conflict is access to land and water.  The farmers and herdsmen of the region have struggled to control these resources for themselves for a long time.  The expansion of both the Sahara and the region’s population in the last century have only heightened the tensions between the farmers and the herdsman.

As described earlier in this lesson, the primary conflict in Sudan has been between those at the center of both the country and power, and those on the periphery.  Darfur has long been marginalized, both under the Anglo-Egyptian Condominium and since independence.  In 2004, when it seemed that the parties to the civil war might finally come to an agreement, the people of Darfur saw themselves being cut out:  The North and South were to share the country’s oil wealth and political power.  This was, in part, the motivation for the rebellion in Darfur.

The government of Sudan – the same government that practiced the surrender-or-starve policy in the civil war in the south – sought to put down the rebellion in Darfur quickly and absolutely.  Among the means they chose was to exploit the existing animosity between the farmers, who formed the bulk of the rebellion, and the herdsmen, to whom the central government could appeal on the basis of their common “Arab” identity.  Thus, the government of Sudan encouraged and supported the actions of the janjaweed, the armed Arab horsemen, who quickly ran amok.  The UN cites figures of 200,000 civilian casualties in Darfur, and 2 million displaced by the conflict.  (Curiously, these figures have not changed significantly in four years of conflict).  The janjaweed became infamous for looting, pillage, rape, brutal murder and the burning of villages wholesale.  These practices have been likened to those of Serbia in their efforts of “ethnic cleansing” in the former Yugoslavia.  The janjaweed continues these practices. Although the government of Sudan has never admitted it, there is ample evidence that they have provided support to the janjaweed, according to the press and non-governmental organizations (NGOs). According to those reports, the government of Sudan has given the janjaweed salaries, communication equipment, arms, uniforms, identity cards and air support.  (It is unlikely that armed horsemen have been responsible for the repeated aerial bombardment of civilian villages and refugee facilities).
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GOS - NIF View of Darfur Situation Spring, 2006

Sudan's government 


agreed in April 2006 to a 


peace accord pledging 


to disarm Arab janjaweed 


militias and resettle 


displaced civilians.

Some of Darfur's “black” 


rebels rejected the 


Abuja Peace Agreement


because it did not give 


them full regional control. 
Photo source: newsengine.di.unipi.it/news-bin/comeToMyHead?q=El%20Fasher - 95k - Supplemental Result 

Text source: http://www.sudanembassy.org/default.asp?page=viewstory&id=475

NEWS STORY | Thursday, June 01, 2006  By Alan J. Kuperman  New York Times
Published: May 31, 2006
Austin, Tex.
THOUSANDS of Americans who wear green wristbands and demand military intervention to stop Sudan's Arab government from perpetrating genocide against black tribes in Darfur must be perplexed by recent developments.
[UN Charter, to which the US is a signatory, requires intervention in genocide.  The Genocide Convention Implementation Act of 1987 (The Proxmire Act) also makes genocide a crime under US law. ] Without such intervention, Sudan's government last month agreed to a peace accord pledging to disarm Arab janjaweed militias and resettle displaced civilians. By contrast, Darfur's black rebels, who are touted by the wristband crowd as freedom fighters, rejected the deal because it did not give them full regional control. Put simply, the rebels were willing to let genocide continue against their own people rather than compromise their demand for power.
International mediators were shamefaced. They had presented the plan as take it or leave it, to compel Khartoum's acceptance. But now the ostensible representatives of the victims were balking. Embarrassed American officials were forced to ask Sudan for further concessions beyond the ultimatum that it had already accepted. 
Fortunately, Khartoum again acquiesced. But two of Darfur's three main rebel groups still rejected peace. Frustrated American negotiators accentuated the positive — the strongest rebel group did sign — and expressed hope that the dissenters would soon join.
But that hope was crushed last week when the rebels viciously turned on each other. As this newspaper reported, "The rebels have unleashed a tide of violence against the very civilians they once joined forces to protect."
Seemingly bizarre, this rejection of peace by factions claiming to seek it is actually revelatory. It helps explain why violence originally broke out in Darfur, how the Save Darfur movement unintentionally poured fuel on the fire, and what can be done to stanch genocidal violence in Sudan and elsewhere.
Darfur was never the simplistic morality tale purveyed by the news media and humanitarian organizations. The region's blacks, painted as long-suffering victims, actually were the oppressors less than two decades ago — denying Arab nomads access to grazing areas essential to their survival. Violence was initiated not by Arab militias but by the black rebels who in 2003 attacked police and military installations. The most extreme Islamists are not in the government but in a faction of the rebels sponsored by former Deputy Prime Minister Hassan al-Turabi, after he was expelled from the regime. Cease-fires often have been violated first by the rebels, not the government, which has pledged repeatedly to admit international peacekeepers if the rebels halt their attacks. 
This reality has been obscured by Sudan's criminally irresponsible reaction to the rebellion: arming militias to carry out a scorched-earth counterinsurgency. These Arab forces, who already resented the black tribes over past land disputes and recent attacks, were only too happy to rape and pillage any village suspected of supporting the rebels.
In light of janjaweed atrocities, it is natural to romanticize the other side as freedom fighters. But Darfur's rebels do not deserve that title. They took up arms not to stop genocide — which erupted only after they rebelled — but to gain tribal domination. 
The strongest faction, representing the minority Zaghawa tribe, signed the sweetened peace deal in hopes of legitimizing its claim to control Darfur. But that claim is vehemently opposed by rebels representing the larger Fur tribe. Such internecine disputes only recently hit the headlines, but the rebels have long wasted resources fighting each other rather than protecting their people.
Advocates of intervention play down rebel responsibility because it is easier to build support for stopping genocide than for becoming entangled in yet another messy civil war. But their persistent calls for intervention have actually worsened the violence. 
The rebels, much weaker than the government, would logically have sued for peace long ago. Because of the Save Darfur movement, however, the rebels believe that the longer they provoke genocidal retaliation, the more the West will pressure Sudan to hand them control of the region. Sadly, this message was reinforced when the rebels' initial rejection of peace last month was rewarded by American officials' extracting further concessions from Khartoum.
The key to rescuing Darfur is to reverse these perverse incentives. Spoiler rebels should be told that the game is over, and that further resistance will no longer be rewarded but punished by the loss of posts reserved for them in the peace agreement.
Ultimately, if the rebels refuse, military force will be required to defeat them. But this is no job for United Nations peacekeepers. Iraq, Afghanistan and Somalia show that even the United States military cannot stamp out Islamic rebels on their home turf; second-rate international troops would stand even less chance. 
Rather, we should let Sudan's army handle any recalcitrant rebels, on condition that it eschew war crimes. This option will be distasteful to many, but Sudan has signed a peace treaty, so it deserves the right to defend its sovereignty against rebels who refuse to, so long as it observes the treaty and the laws of war.
Indeed, to avoid further catastrophes like Darfur, the United States should announce a policy of never intervening to help provocative rebels, diplomatically or militarily, so long as opposing armies avoid excessive retaliation. This would encourage restraint on both sides. Instead we should redirect intervention resources to support "people power" movements that pursue change peacefully, as they have done successfully over the past two decades in the Philippines, Indonesia, Serbia and elsewhere.
America, born in revolution, has a soft spot for rebels who claim to be freedom fighters, including those in Darfur. But to reduce genocidal violence, we must withhold support for the cynical provocations of militants who bear little resemblance to our founders.
Alan J. Kuperman, an assistant professor of public affairs at the University of Texas, is an editor of "Gambling on Humanitarian Intervention: Moral Hazard, Rebellion and Civil War."
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AU Peacekeepers in Darfur

Mid-2005: AU 7000-member force in Darfur

Under trained, under equipped, ineffective

December 2007: Joint UN – AU force enters Darfur

9000 deployed of 26,000 authorized

AOR the size of Texas; desert with almost no roads

Donor countries have yet to provide 24 promised helicopters; great hinderance  
Photo source: http://www.flickr.com/photos/meandophelia/76625146/

Text source: http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/2006-09-15-voa1.cfm

On Thursday, he accused the United Nations of plans to "recolonize" Sudan.  
The African Union has a seven-thousand member force in the Darfur area of western Sudan.  But violence has continued, and African Union officials say the force is lacking in money.  

The United Nations has called on the government of Sudan to let a U.N. force replace the peacekeepers.  Last month, the Security Council approved a resolution for twenty thousand U.N. troops and police to take over the operation.  

But Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir opposes a U.N. force.  On Thursday, he accused the United Nations of plans to "recolonize" Sudan.  

Sudanese officials say African Union peacekeepers are welcome to stay -- but not as part of a U.N force.  The government has said it will fight any U.N. forces that enter Darfur. 
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Student Check

Many analysts consider this member of the Sudanese executive to be the principal architect of Government of Sudan (GOS) strategy in the Darfur Conflict.  He is ________________________.


First Vice President Ali Uthman (or Osman) Muhammad Taha

A graduate of Khartoum University School of Law and of the Sorbonne (University of Paris), he became a leader of the Sudanese Muslim Brotherhood in the early 1960s and founded the National Islamic Front (NIF) in the 1980s: ____________.


Hassan al Turabi
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Cultural Dimension of the Darfur Conflict I: Daud Bolad

Religious & political alignments in Darfur are complex. An example : Daud Bolad’s migration from his African - Islamic-regionalist roots to Arab - Pan-Islamist politics and back again

1952: Born a Fur and Mahdist (Umma - Ansar Party) in Nyala, Southern Darfur
Note:  The series of six slides, beginning with this one, compose a mini-case study of ethnic identity, politics and conflict in Darfur in the person of Daud Bolad.  These slides are hidden from view.  It is recommended that the instructor unhide them only for advanced students.  However, the instructor may find this mini-case study valuable for his own preparation to give this lecture on Sudan.
Photo source: www.greatmirror.com/images/medium/004171.jpg
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.greatmirror.com/images/medium/004171.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.greatmirror.com/index.cfm%3Fcountryid%3D381%26chapterid%3D383%26picid%3D3%26picturesize%3Dmedium&h=350&w=523&sz=54&hl=en&start=4&tbnid=oehRTdcDI3sH3M:&tbnh=88&tbnw=131&prev=/images%3Fq%3DNyala%2Btown%2B%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D 

DAOUD BOLAD: NIF TO SPLA 
The complex realities of Sudan's political and religious alignments are vividly illustrated by the life of Daoud Yahya Bolad, a Darfuri who became an SPLA guerrilla commander after years of activism on behalf of the Muslim Brotherhood / National Islamic Front. Bolad was born near Nyala (Southern Darfur) around 1952, into a Fur family with strong connections with the Mahdist Ansar sect. Arabic was his second language, learned through memorizing the Quran at primary school. 

Bolad's abandonment of a religionist and outwardly nationalist movement in favor of an ethnic, regionalist stance reflects the frustrations and cleavages in Sudan's political culture. http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/Darf.htm
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Cultural Dimension of the Darfur Conflict II: Daud Bolad 

1958-64 Primary school 


“Sudanization” (read 


“Arabization”)

Promotion of Sudanese Nile Valley culture as superior to Fur 
culture

1965-70 Secondary school

Leaves the Ansar for the Muslim Brotherhood (later renamed the National Islamic Front (NIF))
Photo source : http://www.unicef.org/supply/24347_24351.html

http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/Darf.htm 

The national education system that formed his identity also led him to a sense of disillusion with the sect into which he was born. The "Sudanization" being carried out at school promoted a view of local Darfur culture as primitive and unacceptable compared with the model of riverain Sudanese culture to which pupils were expected to aspire, while the central Umma/Ansar leadership was prepared to exploit the loyalty of Darfuris without offering genuine development or local pride.

At secondary school, Bolad's reaction was to abandon the Ansar for the Muslim Brotherhood, a modern party which appealed to his ingrained religious sensibilities in a way that was impossible for the avowedly secular Sudan Communist Party which was in many respects its mirror-image. Since he was a nationalist, the regional DarFur Development Front was less attractive, and since he was not an Arab, the Arab Baath Party would have been unsuitable. Mahdist loyalty was probably also more easily transferrable to the Muslim Brotherhood because of the marriage of its leader, Dr Hassan al-Turabi, to Wissal, the sister of Sadiq al-Mahdi, the heir to the Mahdist legacy. 
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Cultural Dimension of the Darfur Conflict III: Daud Bolad 

1971-1978: University of Khartoum

Chairman, Khartoum University Students’ Union

Muslim Brother activist

1978 -1987: Works closely with  NIF leaders 

Hassan al-Turabi (NIF Leader)

Ali Uthman Muhammad Taha (One of Sudan’s Two Vice Presidents)
Photo source : CIA Factbook 

http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/Darf.htm 

Muslim Brotherhood members at the University of Khartoum were seen as heroic participants in the October 1964 uprising against the Abboud military regime, although their subsequent tactics against political opponents included beatings and intimidation. As a young Islamist zealot in his years as an engineering student at the University (1971-78), Bolad embraced these undemocratic methods and became chairman of the Muslim Brotherhood-dominated Khartoum University Students' Union. During the early and mid-1970s the leaders of the Brotherhood were frequently interned or in exile, and the student section of the movement became in practice its executive body, coordinating between the leadership and its cells, and coordinating street protests against the Nimeiri regime until the 1978 reconciliation with Turabi. Bolad became a master of religious and political rhetoric, and was frequently detained by Nimeiri's security forces. He worked closely with Turabi and Ali Osman Muhammad Taha, who became Minister of Social Planning under the Bashir regime, and with other key NIF figures. 

(A fellow Darfuri, Dr Ali al-Haj, who helped found the Darfur Development Front, later joined the Islamists but was unable to raise popular support in Darfur. He was appointed by the Bashir regime as a negotiator with the SPLA between 1989 and 1994, in addition to his role as Minister for Economic Planning.)
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Cultural Dimension of the Darfur Conflict IV: Daud Bolad 

1987-88: Bolad sides with his fellow Fur tribesmen when 27 Arab tribes form an alliance against the Fur

Bolad sees the NIF – an incumbent government coalition partner – tacitly supporting Arab alliance against the Fur

1989: Arab - Islamist General Umar al-Bashir takes power in an NIF-led coup d’état
http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/Darf.htm 

On graduating from university in 1978, Bolad chose to return to Nyala to start a carpentry firm with finance from an Islamic bank, and remained active in building the Muslim Brotherhood, renamed National Islamic Front in 1985. The crisis in Darfur in the late 1980s prompted him to side with his Fur tribesmen when 27 Arab tribes formed an alliance against the Fur. The perception that this alliance was tacitly backed by the central government, in which the NIF was a coalition partner, seems to have turned him against his former colleagues. In late 1989, after Bashir's NIF-led coup, Bolad left the country. He resurfaced nearly two years later in Khor Gimbil, south of the Jebel Marra massif, as the commander of the SPLA's Darfur division. The SPLA's incursion into Darfur was at first successful, but was eventually defeated by a combination of the army and local Arab militias, who viewed themselves as enemies of the Fur. The military governor who commanded the forces against the SPLA in Darfur and brought about the capture of Daoud Bolad was Al-Tayib Ibrahim Muhammad Kheir, known since university days as Al-Tayib Sikha ("Iron Bar"), a former contemporary and underling of Bolad. In late 1991 Bolad appeared in a video recording on Sudan television, a battered but composed prisoner, and was accused of treason. However, his past history as an NIF stalwart was extremely embarrassing for the regime, and he died a week later in unexplained circumstances before his trial could take place.
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Cultural Dimension of the Darfur Conflict V: Daud Bolad
Photo source: http://www.exmfpropulsions.com/AbsoluteTruth/Darfur/Darfur.htm

Text source: Julie Flint and Alex de Waal. Darfur: A Short History of a Long War.  Zed Books. 2005.

                 Alex de Waal, Famine That Kills: Darfur, 1984-1985, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004. 

Daud Yahya Ibrahim Bolad (?-January 1992) was a Sudanese politician and rebel leader. He came from the Fur people of the Darfur region of the country. In the early 1970s, Bolad was nominated by the Islamist National Islamic Front to be the president of the Khartoum University Students Union (KUSU). He became the first KUSU president who was not from the Arab tribes along the Nile who dominate national politics. The position was seen as placing Bolad on the fast track to national political leadership as part of the 'western strategy' of Hassan al Turabi to gain the votes of Darfur and Kurdufan. Bolad's deputy and bodyguard at this time was Tayeb Ibrahim, nicknamed 'al Sikha' after the rebar with which he attacked student demonstrators.[1] However, Bolad was arrested in 1971 by the police of then-President Jaafar Nimeiry for his high-profile militant activity and severely tortured.
After graduation Tayeb 'Sikha' rose up through the political establishment, while Bolad did not. The racial discrimination of the national political elite kept him from progressing, a charge he would make openly against the Muslim Brotherhood.[2] Bolad would later write, "even when I go to the mosque to pray, even there, in the presence of God, for them I am still a slave (abd) and they will assign me a place related to my race."[3] Bolad returned to Darfur and became a small businessman. He had further second thoughts about the Islamist movement in 1988 after al Turabi silenced all criticism of the Libyan-backed violence in Darfur. (See History of Darfur.) He was briefly associated with the Sudan Socialist Union, the party of Nimeiry, and continued to drift to the political left. He was described as "obsessive and driven, meticulously and energetically building up his political network"[2] 
Frustrated and disillusioned, Bolad went to Chad in 1989 seeking the support of President Hissène Habré in starting a rebel movement in Darfur, but was rejected. He then went to Ethiopia to meet John Garang, leader of the Sudan People's Liberation Army (SPLA), which had been prosecuting the Second Sudanese Civil War in the south since 1983.[4] Other prominent leftist Darfuri politicans, such as Ahmad Diraige, felt that the SPLA would use Darfur for its own purposes and refused to involve themselves.[5] Bolad joined the SPLA in 1990 and received military training in South Kurdufan. He was made the political commissar of a SPLA military expedition into Darfur that began in November 1991 and proved disastrous.[4] 
SPLA military expedition
The given reason for the expedition was to spark a Darfuri guerilla movement and spread the civil war to the west, as had been done in the Nuba Mountains and Blue Nile.[6] SPLA chronicler Douglas Johnson suggests that the expedition may have been seen by the SPLA leadership as a diversionary tactic to create a rift in the north, like that created in the south by the splitting of the SPLA-Nasir faction under Riek Machar and Lam Akol. Ethiopian President Mengistu Haile Mariam, one of the major supporters of the SPLA, had recently been overthrown by the Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Democratic Front. SPLA-Torit (the faction led by Garang) was thus fully engaged in fighting SPLA-Nasir in the south and could not send help to Bolad's force once it ran into difficulty.[7] 
There had been little advance preparation done in Darfur and Abd-el-Aziz al-Hilew, who had been named military commander of the expedition, did not receive enough equipment. The force was composed of Dinka fighters, who were perceived as foreigners in Darfur and the Mahdist networks, who were the only organized opposition to the government in Darfur, resented the insertion of a political competitor.[8] The force intended to reach sanctuary in the Marrah Mountains but had to cross an arid expanse controlled by Baggara Arabs in the dry season, in which the only sources of water were the village boreholes that were both few and well-known.[6] Bolad's presence was soon reported by the police, with at least one source indicating that he was reported by the Mahdists.[9] A force composed of regular army and a horse-mounted militia composed of Beni Halba Arabs quickly tracked and overwhelmed Bolad's force. The military governor of Darfur who directed the force was Tayeb Ibrahim 'Sikha', Bolad's old bodyguard and now both a physician and army colonel. There is no record of their meeting. The Beni Halba district town of Idd al Ghanam ("Well of Goats") was renamed Idd al Fursan ("Well of Horsemen") in celebration of the victory and dozens of Fur villages who had not taken part in defeating Bolad were burned in reprisal.[10] 
Bolad was captured alive and taken to Khartoum, where he was tortured to death in January 1992.[9] Even worse, he was captured with his diary in which he had recorded every member of the underground resistance cells he had set up in Darfur. Many of these plotters disappeared into jails or disappeared entirely. Others were released after renouncing rebellion, though in the knowledge that they would continue to be watched by security forces.[6] One history sums up the result, "The Darfurian resistance was set back by ten years."[10] Darfurian dissidents drew a harsh lesson from this, becoming even more distrustful of the SPLA.[6] 
With the failure of Bolad's insurrection and the coming to power of Idriss Déby in Chad, and resulting lowering of Libyan involvement in the region, much of Darfur subsided into a state of generalized insecurity that never reached the status of actual peace.[9] The Black Book, a 2000 publication by Darfuri dissidents, lists Bolad as a "martyr".[11]
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Cultural Dimension of the Darfur Conflict VI: Daud Bolad 

1989: Bolad leaves Sudan.  Resurfaces two years later as commander of Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) Darfur Division

1991: Accused of treason, captured, tortured, exhibited on television, Bolad dies before his trial can begin

Bolad’s life: migration from his Fur-Mahdist (African-Islamic-regionalist) roots to the (Arab-Pan-Islamist) NIF (Muslim Brothers), then back to the (African-Islamic-regionalist) SPLA
Photo source : www.sudan.net/graphic/cards/p4a.gif 

1989: Bolad leaves Sudan.  Resurfaces two years later as commander of Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) Darfur Division

1991: Accused of treason, captured by a former NIF colleague---the then military governor of Darfur---, Bolad is exhibited on television, apparently having been tortured, and dies in unexplained circumstances before his trial can begin http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/Darf.htm 
Daoud Bolad’s life is a migration from his Fur/Mahdist (African/Islamic-regionalist) roots to the NIF (Muslim Brothers) (Arab/Pan-Islamist), then back to the SPLA (Sudan People’s Liberation Army) (African/Islamic-regionalist)  

On graduating from university in 1978, Bolad chose to return to Nyala to start a carpentry firm with finance from an Islamic bank, and remained active in building the Muslim Brotherhood, renamed National Islamic Front in 1985. The crisis in Darfur in the late 1980s prompted him to side with his Fur tribesmen when 27 Arab tribes formed an alliance against the Fur. The perception that this alliance was tacitly backed by the central government, in which the NIF was a coalition partner, seems to have turned him against his former colleagues. In late 1989, after Bashir's NIF-led coup, Bolad left the country. He resurfaced nearly two years later in Khor Gimbil, south of the Jebel Marra massif, as the commander of the SPLA's Darfur division. The SPLA's incursion into Darfur was at first successful, but was eventually defeated by a combination of the army and local Arab militias, who viewed themselves as enemies of the Fur. The military governor who commanded the forces against the SPLA in Darfur and brought about the capture of Daoud Bolad was Al-Tayib Ibrahim Muhammad Kheir, known since university days as Al-Tayib Sikha ("Iron Bar"), a former contemporary and underling of Bolad. In late 1991 Bolad appeared in a video recording on Sudan television, a battered but composed prisoner, and was accused of treason. However, his past history as an NIF stalwart was extremely embarrassing for the regime, and he died a week later in unexplained circumstances before his trial could take place. 

Bolad's abandonment of a religionist and outwardly nationalist movement in favor of an ethnic, regionalist stance reflects the frustrations and cleavages in Sudan's political culture. http://www.sudanupdate.org/REPORTS/PEOPLES/Darf.htm
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Jallaba

Arabic for “gatherer” or “importer”

In Sudan, northern Arab merchants who wear the jallabiyya (man’s long gown)

Historically responsible for the slave trade

Formed alliances in the 1980s with the Janjaweed
Photo source: www.sol-sd.com (Sudan Online)

Text source: http://www.hrw.org/reports/2003/sudan1103/7.htm

In the complex politics of Darfur, a powerful role has been played by the shadowy and powerful Jellaba, the northern Arab Sudanese merchant class, which historically was responsible for the slave trade. The Jellaba made great fortunes by introducing large-scale mechanized farming into central and southern Sudan. The farming destroyed fragile soils, but the Jellaba now had international links as extractors and sellers of raw materials. They formed alliances in the 1980s with the Janjaweed, who were seizing cattle from black tribes for export by the Jellaba to Libya, Syria and Jordan. 
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Janjaweed

Non-Arab civilian refugee accounts corroborated by US State Department: Khartoum (GOS) has continued to provide direct support for Arab militiamen (Janjaweed) attacking those same non-Arab civilians 

GOS has given Janjaweed recruits salaries, communication equipment, arms, and identity cards
Photo source: www.survivorsunited.com/images/janjaweed.jpg 

Text source: U.S. Department of State. Documenting Atrocities in Darfur. Sept 2004. State Publication 11182. Released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor and the Bureau of Intelligence and Research
September 2004   http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/36028.htm

The GOS has provided support to Arab militiamen attacking non-Arab civilians, according to press and NGO reports. Refugee accounts corroborated by US and other independent reporting suggest that Khartoum has continued to provide direct support for advancing Jingaweit (Janjaweed).  According to press and NGO reports, the GOS has given Jingaweit recruits salaries, communication equipment, arms, and identity cards.*

Aerial bombardment and attacks on civilians reportedly have occurred widely throughout the region; respondents named more than 100 locations that experienced such bombardment (see map, p. 8). The extent to which insurgent base camps were co-located with villages and civilians is unknown. The number of casualties caused by aerial bombardment cannot be determined, but large numbers of Darfurians have been forced to flee their villages. According to press and NGO reports, the GOS has given Jingaweit recruits salaries, communication equipment, arms, and identity cards.

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/36028.htm  
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Musa Hilal
Paramount Sheikh of the Arab Jalul Rizeigat camel-culture people based in Northern Darfur

Widely regarded as top leader of the Janjaweed (slang for “horsemen with guns”)

States that the GOS directed all military activities of the militia forces he had recruited

Photo source: hrw.org/images/050205musa.jpg
Text Source : Human Rights Watch video interview with Musa Hilal. September 27, 2004. Khartoum. 

A top militia leader (widely regarded as the top Janjaweed leader in Darfur) Musa Hilal says the Sudan government backed and directed Janjaweed activities in northern Darfur.

Hilal states that the government of Sudan directed all military activities of the militia forces he had recruited. “All of the people in the field are led by top army commanders,” he told Human Rights Watch on videotape. “…These people get their orders from the Western command center, and from Khartoum.”

“Musa Hilal squarely contradicts the government’s claim that it has ‘no relationship’ with local militias,” said Peter Takirambudde, Executive Director of Human Rights Watch’s Africa division. 

The Sudan government has said that any atrocities in Darfur are the fault of Janjaweed “bandits” and are the result of recurring ethnic clashes in Darfur in which the government is “neutral.” 

“We now see that the two parties responsible for crimes against humanity in Darfur are pointing the finger at each other,” said Takirambudde. “Musa Hilal is a dangerous man for the Sudanese government. His testimony could be very interesting to the International Criminal Court.”

Darfur government documents in the possession of Human Rights Watch refer to official Sudanese government support for Musa Hilal. In a memo dated February 13, 2004 from the office of a sub-locality in North Darfur, the authorities urge all “security units in the locality” to “allow the activities of the mujahedeen and the volunteers under the command of Sheikh Musa Hilal to proceed in the areas of North Darfur and to secure their vital needs.” 

Source : Human Rights Watch video interview with Musa Hilal. September 27, 2004. Khartoum. 
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Student Check

   In Sudan, Arabic for “merchant” or “importer”; these Arab traders formed alliances in the 1980s with the Janjaweed

    ______________________

    Jallaba

   A top (Arab) militia leader (widely regarded as the top Janjaweed leader in Darfur), he said in a videotaped interview with Human Rights Watch (September 27, 2004) that the Sudan government backed and directed Janjaweed activities in Northern Darfur.  He is _________________.


Sheikh Musa Hilal
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Minni Minnawi
The Sudan Liberation Movement Army Leader 

A military man who has support among (SPLA) commanders on the ground

Photo source: (L) http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/4404920.stm

Photo source: (R) sudanwatch.blogspot.com 

Text source: Mr Minnawi is a military man and has greater support than Abd al-Wahid Muhhamad Nur among commanders on the ground. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/4404920.stm

Sept 27 2006 : Sudanese President Omar el-Bashir issued on Wednesday a presidential decree on setting up an interim authority in the western region of Darfur.
The decree stipulated that a regional interim authority of Darfur should be established in accordance with the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA)

The interim authority will be chaired by Minnawi, who was appointed as the senior assistant of the president following the signing of the DPA, and will include governors of three states in Darfur.
Minawi will announce the establishment of the first Darfur government in the next few days, according to the decree. Xinhua excerpt
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Minni Minnawi
The Sudan Liberation Movement Army Leader welcomed by President Bush (July 25, 2006) and congratulated by Nigerian President Obasanjo after signing a Darfur peace agreement in Abuja, Nigeria.  May, 2006.

Photo (L) Source: www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/07/images/20060725_p072506kh-0404-515h.html - 

Photo (R) usembassy.state.gov/.../wwwjdarfuragreement6.jpg

Text source: usembassy.state.gov/.../wwwjdarfuragreement6.jpg

The African Union’s make-or break bid to resolve the Darfur civil war yielded good results on Friday, May 5 (2006), when Sudanese government negotiator Magthoub el Khalifa and Sudan Liberation Movement Army leader Minni Minnawi (the largest of the Darfur Movements) signed a peace agreement in Abuja (Nigeria). The smaller (SLA) group led by Abdul Wahid (Muhammad al-Nur) did not sign the accord but promised to abide by the terms of the agreement. The accord provides for detailed, verifiable steps to disarm and neutralize the Janjaweed and other armed militia groups, and opens the way for economic recovery and integration of the former combatants and people of Darfur into the political process. Deputy Secretary of State Robert Zoellick who was Chief U.S. negotiator for the peace talks and Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs Jendayi Frazer worked tirelessly with (Nigerian) President Olusegun Obasanjo and other African Union and European Union negotiators to reach this agreement.         


Sept 27 2006, Xinhua (Chinese news service) excerpt : Sudanese President Omar el-Bashir issued on Wednesday a presidential decree on setting up an interim authority in the western region of Darfur.

The decree stipulated that a regional interim authority of Darfur should be established in accordance with the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA)

The interim authority will be chaired by Minnawi, who was appointed as the senior assistant of the president following the signing of the DPA, and will include governors of three states in Darfur.

Minawi will announce the establishment of the first Darfur government in the next few days, according to the decree. 
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Abd al-Wahid Muhammad al-Nur
A former leader of  the SLM-A  (based in Asmara, Eritrea) dismissed in July, 2006 for refusing to sign the Abuja Peace Agreement

Photo source: http://sudanwatch.blogspot.com/2006_01_01_sudanwatch_archive.html 

Text source: http://www.sudantribune.com/article.php3?id_article=16585

Abd al-Wahid Muhammad al-Nur, leader of the other faction of Sudan Liberation Movement (SLA) has so far (October 2006) refused to endorse a peace deal signed on Friday 5 May (2006)  by rival SLM factional leader Minni Arcua Minnawi and by the Sudanese government to end three years of bloodshed.

According to the former Spokesperson of the SLM, Esam Eddin al-Haj, Al-Nur refused to sign because he wanted the agreement to include a clear mechanism to disarm the Janjaweed militia and define the side that will undertake this job in a clear and frank manner.  According to Esam Eddin al-Hajj, the United Nations must be involved in the Janjaweed disarmament. The expected UN force to Darfur must supervise and verify the operation.

The agreement stipulates that Janjaweed militia has to be disarmed completely by mid-October, 2006, without further indications. The parties of the deal have to agree on the technical aspects. But is seems that rebels groups do not trust Sudanese government and ask for international participation.

On the power sharing, the rebels say the question of the percentage of their participation in the federal government is not resolved. The same thing could be said for their participation in the administration of the national capital Khartoum.

Besides the demands presented by Minawi faction, al-Nur asks a vice-presidency for Darfur and calls for introducing languages and local dialects into the curricula in the schools of the region.

Sep 26 2006 Sudan Tribune excerpt: The former leader of the SLM who is currently based in Asmara after his dismissal from the SLM last July, Abdelwahid al-Nur told Alayam newspaper that the solution to the problem of Darfur would be achieved by recognizing Darfur as one state, ruled by a majority of the sons of the region, and for Darfurians to be represented fairly in the central government according to their population quota. In addition, individual compensation should be paid to the region's IDPs who had been affected by the war based on the principle of positive discrimination.
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Dr. Khalil Ibrahim Muhammad
· President of the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM)

· Long-time associate of Dr. Hasan al-Turabi; state minister in Darfur in the early 1990s

· The International Crisis Group: “There is evidence of some level of involvement of al-Qaeda with the Islamist JEM organization.”

Photo source: http://sudanwatch.blogspot.com/2006/01/darfur-rebel-slm-jem-announce-new.html

*http://sudanwatch.blogspot.com/2006/01/darfur-rebel-slm-jem-announce-new.html

Dr Khalil Ibrahim, a protege of Islamist hardliner Dr Hasan al-Turabi. Formed in November 2002, JEM is increasingly recognised as being part and parcel of Dr Turabi's Popular Congress. Khalil is a long-time associate of Turabi's and served as a state minister in Darfur in the early 1990s before serving as a state cabinet-level advisor in southern Sudan. Ibrahim was a senior member of the Islamist movement's secret military wing. The International Crisis Group has noted that "Khalil Ibrahim is a veteran Islamist and former state minister who sided with the breakaway (Popular Congress) in 2002 and went into exile in the Netherlands. There is additionally evidence of some level of involvement of al-Qaeda with the Islamist JEM organization.”

January 20, 2006
Darfur rebel SLM-JEM announce new alliance 
AFP report confirms the two main rebel groups in Darfur, the Sudan Liberation Movement (SLM) and the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), announced on Friday they were merging to create a single alliance under the name, the Alliance of Revolutionary Forces of West Sudan," they said in a press statement.
http://sudanwatch.blogspot.com/2006/01/darfur-rebel-slm-jem-announce-new.html
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Salva Kiir Mayardit
One of Sudan's two vice-presidents and head of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement (SPLM), said  that the Sudanese government was incapable of protecting civilians in Darfur, and called on the United Nations to intervene. Sept 16, 2006 

Photo source: http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/pix/prsdnt/69305.htm

Text source: *in remarks published on by the daily Al-Sudani 
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Cultural Dimension of the Conflict in Eastern Sudan

The Eastern Front rebel formation, created in 2005 by the Beja, and the Rashaida Arabs, has aims similar to those of its counterparts in Darfur – autonomy and greater control over the area's resources.
The Eastern Front - an alliance between the Beja Congress and the Rashaida Free Lions said it had taken up arms against the Sudanese government in a bid to end the marginalization of the region and to demand greater autonomy.
The Eastern Front rebel formation, created in 2005 by the (Red Sea and Kassala) regions’ largest 

ethnic group, the Beja, and the Rashaida Arabs, has aims similar to those of its counterparts in 

Darfur – autonomy and greater 
control over the area's resources.

NAIROBI, 16 October (IRIN) - http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/24d583f01a36179f6950805be2aa3fb9.htm 

The Sudanese government and Eastern Front rebels have signed a peace agreement designed to end conflict in the east of the country, officials said. 

The agreement, signed on Sunday in the Eritrean capital, Asmara, follows several months of talks between Sudanese officials and representatives of the Eastern Front. It provides for power- and resource-sharing between Sudan's Government of National Unity and the three eastern Sudan states of Kassala, Red Sea and Gaderaf. 

"What is unusual about this agreement is that both sides had the political will to resolve the conflict and there was no pressure from external forces," Ali Abdu, Eritrea's information minister told IRIN, adding that his country had only facilitated the peace process. 

"It is an exemplary message to the world that Africans can solve their problems without foreigners," he added. 

The Eastern Front - an alliance between two rebel movements, the Beja Congress and a smaller insurgent group, the Rashaida Free Lions - has been active in the remote region near the Eritrean border. The front said it had taken up arms against the Sudanese government in a bid to end the marginalisation of the region and to demand greater autonomy. 

The Eastern Front saw the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) between the government and the southern Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) in January 2005, to end civil war in southern Sudan, as a model political arrangement for its own region. 

Under the power-sharing part of the deal, the Eastern Front will get the post of one assistant to the president, a presidential adviser and one state minister's post. The front will also be given eight parliamentary seats in Khartoum, the nation's capital, and 10 parliamentary seats in each of the three eastern states. 

"The sharing and the allocation of the wealth of Sudan shall be based on the premise that all parts of Sudan are entitled to development and that war-affected areas should be beneficiaries of affirmative action," according to the text of the agreement. 

Many members of the Beja community live in shantytowns on the outskirts of Port Sudan, having moved there to work as labourers after famine killed their cattle and mechanised farming took over their lands in the 1980s. 

Eastern Sudan is strategically important for the country. Significant installations in the area include Port Sudan - the country's economic lifeline since most trade passes through it - the oil pipeline, many irrigated and semi-mechanised agricultural schemes, and a long border with Eritrea, with whom Sudan has had rocky relations for the past 12 years. Due in part to the region's economic and strategic significance, as well as the military activities since the mid-1990s, the government has a heavy security presence there, involving, according to the International Crisis Group, three times as many forces as in the war-ravaged western region of Darfur, where insecurity has escalated since May. 

The SPLA, which was allied to some of the rebel forces in the east before the signing of the CPA, withdrew its forces from the east in June, following which more Sudanese armed forces were deployed in the area. 

* Sudan president hails truce with eastern rebels
06-20-2006, 10h12

KHARTOUM (AFP) http://www.turkishpress.com/news.asp?id=129377

Sudanese President Omar al-Beshir has hailed the pact reached in Asmara by Khartoum and rebel groups to cease hostilities in the eastern states of Red Sea and Kassala. Speaking at a meeting of his ruling National Congress late Monday, Beshir described the truce reached by the government and the rebel Eastern Front as major "progress" in efforts to conclude a final peace agreement."The signing of the declaration of principles and cessation of hostilities accords shows that the two parties are interested in achieving peace and stability, without which no development can be achieved," Beshir said Tuesday.The deal signed in the Eritrean capital Monday also includes a framework for the future of the negotiations, which are aimed at pacifying one of the many civil conflicts that have plagued Africa's largest country. The much-awaited talks opened on June 13 after longtime foes Beshir and Eritrean President Assaias Afeworki held a rare meeting in Khartoum, which experts believe boosted the chances of clinching a truce. The Eastern Front rebel formation, created last year by the region's largest ethnic group, the Beja, and Rashidiya Arabs, has similar aims to its counterparts in the western region of Darfur -- autonomy and greater control over the area's resources.
AFP 
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Cultural Dimension of the Conflict in Eastern Sudan

The east has the country's largest gold mine and its main port, where its oil pipelines take exports to the world market. Despite its riches, it remains one of the country's most impoverished regions.


October 16 2006 (IRIN) - The Sudanese government and Eastern Front rebels signed a peace agreement. 
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Cultural Dimension of the Conflict in Eastern Sudan
Ariab Gold Mine, Hassai, Sudan
October 1, 2006: Sudan signed a wealth-sharing deal with (Eastern Front coalition) rebels. SUNA (The official Sudan News Agency) said the wealth-sharing deal included a 5-year action plan and would be backed by a government fund but it gave few details of what the agreement entailed. 
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Cultural Dimension of the Conflict in Eastern Sudan

Bashair Marine Terminal, Sudanese crude oil exporting port, Port Sudan. 

Designed to export 1.2 m barrels / day 

Proposed increase to 2 m barrels / day 

36" pipeline (length 1800m) from storage tanks to the high sea for loading tankers
Photo source: www.gnpoc.com/images/MarineHd.gif

In June 18, 1997, Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company Limited (GNPOC) was incorporated to operate as a petroleum company in Sudan. GNPOC is a joint operating company owned by CNPC of China (40%), PETRONAS of Malaysia (30%), ONGC of India (25%) and SUDAPET of Sudan (5%). 
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Summary

Sudan: vast, diverse, dominated by the Nile River Valley

Center (Khartoum) vs. periphery (South, West, East)

Disparity in political, economic development

South: SPLM goals

A Sudan freed from dominance of Islamic sectarian politics

Underdeveloped regions must have a greater say in their own administration

Greater control over their own resources

Greater share in the nation's governance

West: The SPLM - Darfur goals: 

Autonomy and greater control over regional resources

East: The Beja - Rashaida Eastern Front goals

Autonomy and greater control over regional resources
*http://www.southsudannation.com/cpa%20playing%20for%20time.htm The Independent site for South Sudan Independence  
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Questions

Looking for more documents like this one?
AskTOP.net 
Leader Development for Army Professionals

