
	Main area or fields (tabs)
	Need
	Description

	INTRODUCTION
	Time
	0.1 hr.

	
	Method of Instruction
	Lecture

	
	Technique of delivery
	Large Group Instruction



	
	Motivator
	Motivator Tab

What is the most important knowledge that a soldier going to Ethiopia must have?  Ethiopia is unique in many regards among African nations.  Its culture has survived, with modifications, through three millennia.  Ethiopia’s imperial line traces its origin to the Queen of Sheba (who was likely Yemeni or Ethiopian, or both, in modern terms) and King Solomon.  Through 3000 years, some 225 emperors of the Solomonic line ruled Ethiopia, with only one significant interruption of about 100 years in the 12th and 13th centuries.  Although the country was occupied by Fascist Italy during World War II, a brief and brutal experience, Ethiopia alone in all Africa was never colonized by a foreign nation.  Because Ethiopia was able to maintain its independence, and because its culture has survived so long, Ethiopians tend to be tremendously proud of their heritage, and are somewhat mistrustful of foreigners.  Modern Ethiopians are diverse in their ways of life, in their social status and level of education, and in their objectivity about their history and their view of foreigners; they are a difficult people to stereotype.  Nevertheless, they have the reputation of being a difficult society to deal with.  The source of that difficulty is their pride, and the source of that pride is their history.  The soldier must study Ethiopian history not because it will be important to him; he must study it because it is important to every Ethiopian with whom he will deal.

. 

	
	Instructional Lead-in
	Instructional Lead-In Tab

The colors of the Ethiopian flag have been adopted widely throughout Africa because of Ethiopia’s unique status as the only country in Africa that was never colonized by foreign powers.  The country and its colors serve as symbols of freedom and independence for other African countries, and of pan-Africanism.  The Ethiopian colors have also been adopted by the Rastafarian movement of Jamaica, because the last emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, is revered by Rastafarians as a living god.

	
	Evaluation
	Student checks, written assignment

	SUMMARY
	Method of Instruction
	Lecture

	
	Technique of delivery
	Large Group Instruction 

	
	“Summary”
	Review / Summarize Tab

Agenda: 

Ancient History

Geography & Climate

Ethnicity & Languages

Customs & Traditions

Religion

Modern History & Politics

Current Conditions (option)

	
	Time
	0.1 hr.

	Instructional Guidance

	Free text
	Note to the instructor:  The number of slides in this presentation does not reflect the length of the lecture.  Many slides repeat the same information, with different aspects highlighted and with different photos to illustrate what is highlighted.  The slides present little information of substance; they are intended only to be a visual aide in support of your lecture.  The notes that accompany each slide are intended to assist you in preparing your lecture.  In some cases, those notes are very extensive; in some cases, less so.  The length and complexity of the lecture that you give your class is up to you.  Your decision should be based on the rank, educational level, MOSs and mission of your class.  While a thorough lecture, that makes detailed use of all the notes provided in this presentation, might take two hours or more, a simplified version might take as little as one hour.

	TLO
	TLO’s
	Action:  Explain the effect of Ethiopian history on modern Ethiopian outlook

Condition:  Given student handout

Standard:  Explain the modern Ethiopian outlook in a two-paragraph essay meeting at least 70% of the rubric criteria

	
	Time of Instruction
	2.0 hr. (Does not include time for student checks, student discussions and the final written assessment, even thought those slides are included below.  All assessments should take 0.8 hrs all together, making a total for the course of 3.0 hr.)

	
	
	Slide 1

Ethiopia

Ancient Empire – Simmering Tensions

Flag & map:  CIA World Factbook

The colors of the Ethiopian flag have been adopted widely throughout Africa because of Ethiopia’s unique status as the only country in Africa that was never colonized by foreign powers.  The country and its colors serve as symbols of freedom and independence for other African countries, and of pan-Africanism.  The Ethiopian colors have also been adopted by the Rastafarian movement of Jamaica, because the last emperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie, is revered by Rastafarians as a living god.  Indeed, the name of that movement derives from Haile Selassie’s rank among Ethiopia’s royalty (Ras) early in his life, and from his given name (Tefari); Haile Selassie was the name he assumed upon his coronation as emperor.

Note:  All photos within this lesson that bear the copyrights of David Tannenbaum, Jose-Luis Vivero Pol, Ralph Backer, Pierre Martinez, Antonio Fiorente and Filolife are used with permission.  One-time use rights are granted.  These photos may be distributed within copies of this lesson, whether in print, on recorded media, in web pages or via Internet transmission.  However, these photos may not be extracted from this lesson for use, reproduction or distribution elsewhere.

Photos obtained from US Government web sites are either in the public domain, or are copyrighted by the US Government, to which this Power Point presentation also belongs.

Other photos, although credited to the web sites from which they were obtained, are historic photos.  Some clearly come from the Ethiopian National Archive.  Without doubt, these photographs are not copyrighted.
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History, Myth & the Ethiopian Mind
· Queen of Sheba

· Historical Fact; Mythic Figure

· Emperor Menelik I

· Founder of Solomonic Line

· 3000 years, 225 emperors

· Only African Country that was Never Colonized

· Belief in Own Uniqueness, Special Place in History

The Soldier must study Ethiopian history not because it will be important to him.  He must study it because it is important to every Ethiopian with whom he will deal.

Photo:  www.mahder.com

Motivator:

What is the most important knowledge that a soldier going to Ethiopia must have?  Ethiopia is unique in many regards among African nations.  Its culture has survived, with modifications, through three millennia.  Ethiopia’s imperial line traces its origin to the Queen of Sheba (who was likely Yemeni or Ethiopian, or both, in modern terms) and King Solomon.  Through 3000 years, some 225 emperors of the Solomonic line ruled Ethiopia, with only one significant interruption of about 100 years in the 12th and 13th centuries.  Although the country was occupied by Fascist Italy during World War II, a brief and brutal experience, Ethiopia alone in all Africa was never colonized by a foreign nation.  Because Ethiopia was able to maintain its independence, and because its culture has survived so long, Ethiopians tend to be tremendously proud of their heritage, and are somewhat mistrustful of foreigners.  Modern Ethiopians are diverse in their ways of life, in their social status and level of education, and in their objectivity about their history and their view of foreigners; they are a difficult people to stereotype.  Nevertheless, they have the reputation of being a difficult society to deal with.  The source of that difficulty is their pride, and the source of that pride is their history.  The soldier must study Ethiopian history not because it will be important to him; he must study it because it is important to every Ethiopian with whom he will deal.
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Learning Objective
· Action:  Explain the effect of Ethiopian history on modern Ethiopian outlook

· Condition:  Given student handout

· Standard:  Explain the modern Ethiopian outlook in a two-paragraph essay meeting at least 70% of the rubric criteria

Ethiopia is known today for poverty and famine, yet it was once a great empire.

How did this transformation come about?

How does this affect the outlook of Ethiopians today?

Write one paragraph addressing each question.

Note to the instructor:  The number of slides in this presentation does not reflect the length of the lecture.  Many slides repeat the same information, with different aspects highlighted and with different photos to illustrate what is highlighted.  The slides present little information of substance; they are intended only to be a visual aide in support of your lecture.  The notes that accompany each slide are intended to assist you in preparing your lecture.  In some cases, those notes are very extensive; in some cases, less so.  The length and complexity of the lecture that you give your class is up to you.  Your decision should be based on the rank, educational level, MOSs and mission of your class.  While a thorough lecture, that makes detailed use of all the notes provided in this presentation, might take two hours or more, a simplified version might take as little as one hour.
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Administrative Data
· Safety Requirements:  None

· Risk Assessment Level:  Low

· Environmental Considerations:  None

· Evaluation:  Student checks, written assignment
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Agenda
· Ancient History

· Geography & Climate

· Ethnicity & Languages

· Customs & Traditions

· Religion

· Modern History & Politics

· Current Conditions (option)

Photo:  www.mahder.com

NOTE:  The name of the land that is the topic of this lesson has changed over the millennia, as has its extent and political organization.  Today, in the modern Ethiopian language of Amharic, it is known as “itiyoPiya” (with an explosive “P”).  This name derives from the Greek for “burnt faces,” a reference to the dark complexions of Africans. In English, the old name for the country was Abyssinia.  This name, no doubt, is a corruption of the Arabic “Habashia,” a reference to the Habash tribe of Arabia who migrated across the Red Sea and who eventually mixed with the African people there, contributing to the distinct and striking appearance of many of the peoples of the region.

Throughout this lesson, during all the periods of the country’s history, the modern English name for the country will be used:  Ethiopia.
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Ancient History
· Earliest Human Fossils

Photo:  www.iamlubos.com

Starting in 1974, scientists began to unearth the fossilized remains of two of the oldest human ancestors in Ethiopia’s northeastern Afar Desert.  The bones of Ardipthecus ramidus kadabba have been dated at 5.8 million years, making the species one of the oldest known ancestors of modern humans.  Those of Australipithecus afarensis have been dated at 3.5 million years.  The most complete skeleton of A. afarensis appears to be female, and was named “Lucy” by her discoverer.  Lucy’s bones take pride of place in Ethiopia’s National Museum in Addis Ababa.  In a real sense, Ethiopia, along with the other modern countries that lie astride the Great Rift Valley, is the birthplace of the human species.  Ethiopians are well aware of the significance of their land in the history of human development.
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Ancient History
· Queen of Sheba

Photo:  www.christusrex.org

Ethiopia, or its preceding kingdoms and empires, are mentioned many times in the Bible.  There is good evidence that the Queen of Sheba ruled lands that are now part of Yemen and Ethiopia.  (Arabs say that the queen’s name was Bilqis; Ethiopians say her name was Makeda.  Despite this significant difference, archeological evidence shows that she may well have ruled both banks of the southern Red Sea).  However, Ethiopian tradition is clear:  She ruled from the northern Ethiopian city of Axum (or Aksum).  Thus, the city of Axum, which still exists today, dates from biblical times.  According to tradition, the Queen of Sheba traveled to Jerusalem bearing gifts for King Solomon.  Ethiopians believe that liaison of the two produced a son who became Menelik I, the first emperor of Ethiopia, and the founder of the Solomonic Dynasty.  That Solomon and the Queen of Sheba existed is evident in the historic and archeological record.  That they had a son, and that the son was the founder of the Solomonic dynasty in Ethiopia is better established in tradition than in physical evidence.  However, it is central to the Ethiopians’ myth of their nation’s founding.  Ethiopian tradition goes on to say that the young Menelik traveled to Jerusalem to meet his father, and that he returned to Ethiopia bearing the most holy of relics, the Ark of the Covenant.  It is said that the original Ark is hidden in a small chapel in the city of Axum, but only one person is allowed to see it, the most pious monk of his day who is charged with its care and maintenance.  The monk names his sole successor as caretaker of the Ark with his dieing breath.

	
	
	Slide 8

Ancient History
· Solomonic Dynasty

Photo:  www.mahder.com

The Queen of Sheba, and her son Menelik, lived some time between 1200 and 800 BCE.  The line of emperors established by Menelik continued, with only one significant interruption in the 12th and 13th centuries, for nearly 3000 years, and would eventually put 225 emperors on the Ethiopian throne.  The imperial line, and Ethiopian society in general, went through many changes during that time.  It is evident that for much of its early history, the emperor’s religion, and that of the empire, were derived from Judaism, the result of Solomon’s role – real or mythic – in establishing the imperial line.  Despite the mass evacuation of Ethiopian Jews to Israel during the drought and famine of 1984 - 1985, a small number of Ethiopian Jews remain in the country today.  In the late 4th century, two young Syrian Christians persuaded Emperor Ezana to adopt Christianity as the religion of the empire.  Thus, Ethiopia became only the second state to adopt Christianity as its official religion, after Armenia, and well before any European country did so.  Early Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity depended heavily on the Coptic Church of Alexandria, Egypt, though through time, it developed its own distinct characteristics.  Because of the association of Christianity and the imperial line, the religion has had a major role in influencing Ethiopian society.
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Ancient History
Ancient Capitals:  Axum

“There are four great kingdoms on Earth:  The first is the Kingdom of Babylon and Persia; the second is the Kingdom of Rome; the third is the Kingdom of the Axumites; the fourth is the Kingdom of the Chinese.” Mani, 3rd century Persian writer.

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Axum would continue as a center of power for several centuries into the Christian era.  Already in the 3rd century, the Persian writer Mani wrote, “There are four great kingdoms on Earth:  The first is the Kingdom of Babylon and Persia; the second is the Kingdom of Rome; the third is the Kingdom of the Axumites; the fourth is the Kingdom of the Chinese.”  In the 6th century, the Axumite emperor Kaleb defeated the Arab Jewish rulers of southern Arabia (modern day Yemen) in the name of Christianity, thus reclaiming what some consider all the lands ruled by the Queen of Sheba some 1500 years earlier.

The decline of Axum came with the rise of Islam on the far bank of the Red Sea, though not through direct conflict.  Indeed, relations between Muhammed’s new followers and the empire of Ethiopia were good.  When the early Muslims were persecuted by the authorities in Mecca, some sought refuge in Negash, near Axum, where they were accepted and protected by the Ethiopian Negus (King) Armah.  Some of the descendants of these refugees are said to have remained in Negash, and to have established one of the oldest Muslim communities outside of the Arabian Peninsula.  Instead of bringing about conflict, the rise of Islam lead to the fall of Axum through the shift of control of major trade routes to Muslims in Arabia.

Today, Axum is a small city in the Ethiopian province of Tigray.  It is best known for its imperial cemetery.  Each emperor’s grave is marked by an enormous, towering stele.  The third largest of these, the stele of Emperor Ezana, is pictured in the slide.  It is a single piece of stone that stands 67 ft. tall and weighs 370 tons.  It was erected in about 400 CE*.  The second largest stood for centuries, but eventually fell and broke into three pieces.  These pieces were taken to Rome by the Italian Fascist occupation forces in 1937 and were erected in front of the Italian Colonial Ministry.  That building is now the headquarters of the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization.  The was only returned to Ethiopia, after years of contentious diplomatic negotiations, in 2005.  The largest stele broke while being erected some 2000 years ago, and remains where it fell.  At 108 ft. in length and weighing 520 tons, it remains the single largest piece of stone ever excavated and moved by humankind.

*Note:  CE = Common Era, equivalent to “AD.”
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Ancient History
Ancient Capitals: Lalibela

“There are four great kingdoms on Earth:  The first is the Kingdom of Babylon and Persia; the second is the Kingdom of Rome; the third is the Kingdom of the Axumites; the fourth is the Kingdom of the Chinese.” Mani, 3rd century Persian writer.

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

In the 10th century, a rebel arose in Ethiopia, a woman named Judith.  She has been described alternatively as someone who rebelled against the Ethiopian church by reverting to Judaism, a heretic, or simply a madwoman.  Her origins and her true motivation remain obscure. There is some evidence that she overthrew the Axumite emperor and reigned for as long as 40 years.  Regardless of the reliability of the many stories surrounding this mysterious rebel, it seems certain that her activities undermined the Solomonic dynasty.  Although two Solomonic emperors ruled after Judith, their reigns were troubled.  Eventually, the Solomonic dynasty fell, and was replaced by usurpers from south of Axum, the Zagwe dynasty.

The Zagwe rulers established a new capital at the town of Roha in the district of Lasta.  The chronicles of the Zawge rulers are neither precise, nor complete, so accounts of their reigns and even of their number vary.  One fact is certain: The Zagwe Emperor Lalibela, for whom the town of Roha would later be renamed, commissioned one of the most remarkable feats of construction ever realized in Ethiopia, or indeed, in the world.  Lalibela ascended to the throne in the 12th century, about the same time that Saladin, the Sultan of Egypt and Syria, conquered Jerusalem.   Making the pilgrimage to Jerusalem had long been the practice of the Ethiopian Christians who had the means to do so.  With the holy city now in hostile hands, Emperor Lalibela sought to create a new holy land, a new Jerusalem in his capital, complete with a new River Jordan.  Emperor Lalibela commanded the forces necessary to hew from the solid rock beneath the capital eleven exquisitely fashioned, monolithic churches, a project that is said to have taken twenty four years.  Since they were carved in place where the stand, they are as much sculpture as architecture.

The Zagwe usurpers were defeated, and the Solomonic dynasty restored by Yekuno Amlak in 1270.
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Ancient History
· Ancient Capitals:  Gondar

“There are four great kingdoms on Earth:  The first is the Kingdom of Babylon and Persia; the second is the Kingdom of Rome; the third is the Kingdom of the Axumites; the fourth is the Kingdom of the Chinese.” Mani, 3rd century Persian writer.

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

For many centuries, the rulers of Ethiopia did without a fixed capital.  In the 16th century, after the end of the crusades and in the midst of the European Renaissance, Portuguese Jesuits first arrived in Ethiopia.  This was the first significant contact between Western Europe and Ethiopia.  By the early 17th century, the Jesuits succeeded in converting Emperor Susenyos to Roman Catholicism.  The leaders of the Ethiopian Orthodox church responded by expelling the Portuguese, forcing Susenyos to abdicate, and installing his son, Fasilidas as emperor.  Falilidas established a new capital at Gondar, near Lake Tana, Ethiopia’s largest body of water, and source of the Blue Nile.  Although Fasilidas expelled the Portuguese, the architecture of his capital bears a heavy Portuguese influence.  The imperial campus comprises stone castles that look as if they belong in Portugal.  This period of influence from Western Europe marks the beginning of Ethiopia’s modern history.  However, even at this point in history, the modern capital of Addis Ababa had not yet been founded.

This first significant contact with western Europe did much to sour Ethiopians’ impression of westerners:  The Portuguese sought to convert their emperor to Roman Catholicism, and succeeded.  An Ethiopian of the time might have thought, “Those foreigners came to Ethiopia with the intention of subverting Ethiopia’s rich and deep traditions, of diverting the nation from its most cherished true faith.”  This may be the origin of the suspicion that many Ethiopians have of westerners, and of foreigners in general, to this day.  First impressions tend to be lasting impressions.  The origin of that suspicion may be questionable; that it exists is undeniable, and is experienced in one form or another by virtually all foreigners in the country.  The colonization of all Ethiopia’s African neighbors by Europeans in the 19th and 20th centuries, and Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia during WWII only deepened that mistrust.  Events in the late 20th century would further exacerbate that suspiciousness (see the slide on the Communist Derg regime, and others under the heading Modern History and Politics).
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Student Checks
What is the greatest source of Ethiopian pride?

The persistence of their culture, their independence

How old is Ethiopia culture?

Nearly 3000 years

Which cities were the ancient capitals?

Axum, Lalibela and Gondar
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Geography & Climate
· Highlands

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Map:  www.usask.ca

Of all the land over 10,000 ft. elevation on the African continent, 80% lies within the boundaries of Ethiopia.  The highlands may be Ethiopia’s most prominent feature, but Ethiopia comprises an important range of geographic features.  The Great Rift Valley cleaves the highlands in two before forking into two branches that become the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden.  The Rift Valley is lined by volcanoes, some of which remain active.  Beyond the Valley’s fork lies the Afar (or Danakil) Desert.  Parts of the Danakil descend to 410 ft. below sea level, and are some of the hottest points in Africa.  To the east of the highlands lies the vast expanse of the Ogaden Desert that trails off into Somalia.

Because of the great elevation of the highlands, temperatures tend to be quite low for a region so close to the equator.  High altitude and low latitude combine to make very intense sunshine.  This has influence the Ethiopian traditional dress, which protects the skin from both the sun and cold.  The foreign visitor is advised to do so, also.  Addis Ababa, at approximately 8000 ft., is lush and green, with ample summer rain, and occasional accumulations of hail.  Because of the low temperatures at such elevations, malaria is less of a concern than it is elsewhere in Africa; the mosquito that transmits the disease cannot survive the cold nights and winters.

The highlands experience cool, rainy summers.  The rains come to an end in September, when the hills and mountains become covered with flowers.  Thus, although Ethiopia is in the northern hemisphere, its “spring” comes in autumn.  This “spring” is much warmer than summer.  Winter is extremely dry and sunny, although the high altitude makes the season rather cold, particularly at higher altitudes.  Temperatures reach their yearly peak in March through May, when the rains begin to gather for the coming summer months.
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Geography & Climate
Great Rift Valley

Photos:  Lakes ©David Tannenbaum, Crocodile ©Jose-Luis Vivero-Pol

Map:  www.usask.ca

The Great Rift Valley is one of the largest active geologic features of the Earth’s surface.  It is an enormous split in the Earth’s crust, still widening today, that runs in various twining branches from Malawi and Lake Tanganyika in the south, through East Africa, to Ethiopia where it spits into two.  The eastern branch becomes the Gulf of Aden; the northern branch becomes the Red Sea.  The Great Rift Valley does not end there.  The northern fingers of the Red Sea, the Gulfs of Suez and Aqaba are also branches.  The Gulf of Aqaba branch continues through the Dead Sea, the lowest point on the Earth’s surface, and Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, where it finally terminates.

Because the valley is a geologic rift, not formed by the forces of erosion, it does not resemble other valleys.  Its floor is very irregular, rising and falling to extreme heights and depths.  It is punctuated with volcanoes and cinder cones, some of which remain active.  Earthquakes are also common along parts of the Rift.  For much of its length, the valley is flanked by high escarpments and cliffs.  In the low points along the valley floor, lakes form.  Many of these lakes are highly alkaline, due to the recent upwelling of volcanic material below.

The lakes of Ethiopia’s Rift Valley are attractive to the visitor, but dangers lurk within.  Some are infested with crocodiles.  Others harbor the parasite that causes the disease bilharzia (schistosomiasis).  Only one lake, Lake Langano, is safe for swimming.
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Geography & Climate
Lake Tana and the Blue Nile

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Map:  www.usask.ca

Lake Tana is not within the Rift Valley.  At 5900 ft., it is not Ethiopia’s highest lake, but it is the country’s largest.  It is the source of the Blue Nile, the shorter but more substantial of the Nile’s two branches.  A short distance from Lake Tana, the entire volume of the Blue Nile plunges 150 ft. over the Tississat Falls.  Upstream from the falls, and regulating its seasonal variations, is one of the largest hydroelectric dams in Ethiopia.
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Geography & Climate
Afar Desert (Danakil)

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Map:  www.usask.ca

Parts of the Danakil Depression descend to 410 ft. below sea level, and are some of the hottest points in Africa, or, indeed, in the world. The place that has the world's highest average temperature is Dakol, Ethiopia, in the Danakil Depression. The mean temperature (averaged through day and night, year round) is an almost unbelievable 94 F.  For comparison, the yearly mean temperature in Death Valley, CA, a place that has a reputation for extreme heat, is only 75 F.

The Danakil Desert is often called the Afar Desert after the Afar people who make up the majority of the population in the area.  The Afars’ domain extends into neighboring Djibouti.
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Geography & Climate
· Ogaden

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Map:  www.usask.ca

To the east of the highlands lies the vast expanse of the Ogaden Desert that trails off into Somalia.

In recent years, reserves of petroleum and natural gas have been discovered in the Ogaden Desert in land that once was a part of Somalia.  There are also reserves along Ethiopia’s western border with Sudan near Gambela.  These reserves have only been exploited since 1998 when a Chinese petroleum company drilled eight gas wells.  The Chinese began work on a petroleum facility in 2006.  That facility came under attack by the Ogaden National Liberation Front on 24 April 2007.

Eastern Ethiopia was once part of the Italian colony of Somalia.  After Ethiopia soundly defeated Italy at the battle of Adwa in northern Tigray province in 1896, the Italians were forced to make concessions to Ethiopia.  Among those concessions was the Italian territory that included the Ogaden desert.  Many ethnic Somalis, whether citizens of Somalia or of Ethiopia, would like to see the reestablishment of greater Somalia as a single united state.  This, at least in part, is the motivation behind some of the rebel movements that are active in the Ogaden and more widely in Ethiopia’s Somali Regional State.
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Student Checks
What is the dominant characteristic of Ethiopia’s terrain?

The most extensive highlands in Africa

What major river arises in Ethiopia?

The Blue Nile

What feature splits the country in two?

The Great Rift Valley
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Ethnicity & Language
Ge’ez & the Ethiopic Alphabet

Image:  www.selamta.net

Some of the earliest inscriptions found in Ethiopia, dating from the time of the Queen of Sheba, were written in the Sabaean alphabet, that is, the alphabet of Saba (Sheba).  This alphabet was also used in southern Arabia at that time.

The Ethiopic alphabet is unique in all Africa.  It bears some resemblance to the Armenian alphabet.  The fact that these were the first two nations to adopt Christianity suggests some liturgical connection in ancient times.  The Ethiopic alphabet was first used to write the ancient language of Ge’ez (a two-syllable name pronounced “Ge – ez,” with the “e”s as in “the”).  Ge’ez is no longer spoken by any of Ethiopia’s peoples, but it remains the language of Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity’s liturgy.  In that role, it serves much as Latin did in the Catholic Church until Vatican II.

Two modern languages use the Ethiopic alphabet, Amharic and Tigrigna.  Amharic is the official language of Ethiopia.  This status derives from the dominance of the Amhara people throughout Ethiopia’s long history.  The Solomonic dynasty arose from the Amhara people.  The other modern language to use the Ethiopic alphabet is Tigrigna (pronounced “ti – grin – ya;” the “gn” is like that in “lasagna”), the language spoken in Ethiopia’s province of Tigray, and in the newly independent nation of Eritrea, once a province of Ethiopia.

The other written languages of Ethiopia have adopted the Roman alphabet.  Arabic is used by Ethiopia’s Muslims exclusively for religious purposes.

The use of the Ethiopic alphabet has some political significance.  Because it is unique to Ethiopia, particularly to highland peoples who have long dominated the country, some politicians would like to see all the languages of Ethiopia written in the Ethiopic alphabet.  Many minority peoples have resisted this idea, in part to preserve their own identities and traditions, and in part to defy highlander domination.

Ethiopians speak some 84 recognized languages.  The major languages and ethno-linguistic groups will be discussed in the following slides.
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Ethnicity & Language
· Amhara, Tigre, Gurage

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

These three ethnic groups all speak distinct languages that are part of the Semitic family of languages.  All three have homelands in the highlands.

The Tigre people (or Tigrayans) live primarily in Tigray Regional State, the northernmost state in Ethiopia, since the independence of Eritrea.  Their capital and population center is Mekele.  Tigrayans speak Tigrigna, the language also spoken in neighboring Eritrea.  Since the fall of the communist Derg to the three ethnic armies (Tigrayan, Eritrean and Oromo) in 1991, the Tigrayans have been ascendant in Ethiopian politics.  The Tigrayan Peoples’ Liberation Front (TPLF) transformed itself into the Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), the party that has controlled the government of Ethiopia since 1991.  Prime Minister Meles Zanawi is the leader of the EPRDF, and is a Tigrayan.

The Amhara people are the traditional power in Ethiopia.  They claim descent from King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, and gave rise to the Solomonic dynasty.  Their language is Amharic, Ethiopia’s sole official language.  Because of the Amhara people’s association with the Solomonic dynasty, their culture has had a dominant influence on that of Ethiopia as a whole.  Since the fall of the Derg in 1991, the Amhara have played a less significant role in Ethiopian government than they were accustomed to.  The Amhara people’s traditional base is now the Amhara Regional State, with its capital at Bahir Dar.  Gondar is another major city in the region.  The traditional Amhara base also includes the former districts of Lasta (including the ancient capital of Lalibela), Shoa and Gojjam.

“The Gurage are another, smaller Semetic language group based in an area of land approx. 150km south/south-west of Addis Ababa. They speak a collection of Semitic languages and dialects, collectively known as Gurage, but divided into at least three subgroups known as Northern, Eastern and Western Gurage.  The term Sebat Bet or 'Seven Houses' is also a common term, and refers to a confederation of seven Western Gurage tribes. The Gurage group are the southernmost Semitic languages, and present a complex array of linguistic features and dialectal variation.  The Gurage are known for their extensive cultivation of the Ensete ventricosum or false banana plant, known as asat, although this is a practice they share with other southern and southwestern Ethiopians.  The Gurageland is densely populated, and many Gurage migrate to urban areas for work. Orthodox Christianity, Islam, Catholicism and traditional religions co-exist, and there are local political institutions such as the Yajoka (council of elders) and the Gurage Peoples Self-help and Development Organisation (GPSDO).”  (http://ling.ucsd.edu/~rose/GSRG/gurage_background.htm)
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Ethnicity & Language
· Oromo, Somali, Afar

All Photos:  ©David Tannenbaum

The Oromo, Somali and Afar peoples of Ethiopia all speak languages that are members of the Cushitic (or Kushitic) family.  This language family takes its name from the Kingdom of Kush, once centered (about 2000 years ago) on the banks of the Nile at Merowe in Sudan.

The Oromo (known to the Amhara by the pejorative name, the Galla) are the largest single ethnic group in Ethiopia, and are one of the most diverse groups.  The Oromo are about half Muslim, half Ethiopian Orthodox Christian.  Whether Muslim, Christian or neither, many Oromo maintain the traditional worship of Waaqa, an animistic religion that finds spirits in nature:  Sacred trees, caves, the sky, etc.  The Oromo speak Oromiffa (or Afaan Oromo), a language that is written in the Roman alphabet.  The Oromo Regional State is Ethiopia’s largest and most diverse, comprising highland and eastern lowland.  Its capital is Nazaret (or Adaama in Oromiffa).  Traditionally, the national capital, Addis Ababa, was in Oromo land.  Some Oromo wish to reassert their influence on the city by making it the capital of the Oromo Regional State, and by renaming it Finfine, its Oromo name.  The Oromo are as fractious politically as they are diverse religiously.  There are many Oromo political parties, some of which participate in the EPRDF government coalition, others of which oppose the authority of Addis Ababa violently.  The Oromo People’s Liberation Front (OPLF) predates the struggle to overthrow the communist Derg, and was one of the three major ethnic armies to succeed in that overthrow in 1991.  However, largely because of the divisiveness of Oromo politics, they lost the reigns of power to the Eritreans, who gained independence, and the Tigrayans, who gained control of Ethiopia’s central government.

Eastern Ethiopia was once part of Somalia.  Since its incorporation in to Ethiopia in the late 1800s, many highland Ethiopians have moved there, whether to seek their fortune, or to assert highland authority.  Nevertheless, the majority of the population in the region remains ethnic Somali. The capital of the Somali Regional State is Jijiga.  The Somali language, like Oromiffa, is written in the Roman alphabet.  Virtually all ethnic Somalis are Sunni Muslim.  Many ethnic Somalis maintain the customs and practices of Somalia, including fierce loyalty to their clans, even across borders.  The borders with Somalia are long, remote and very porous.  Smuggling of untaxed or illicit goods is common, a problem that the central government of Ethiopia has not been able to stop.  Some Somali groups, operating on both sides of the porous border, seek to reunite a greater Somalia, and to wrest control of Ethiopia’s Somali Regional State from Addis Ababa.

The Afar people inhabit the desert northeast of Ethiopia in the Afar Regional State.  The state capital is Asaita.  The Afars’ traditional range extends into neighboring Djibouti.  The Afar people’s name has been applied to the desert region where the live, though it is also known as the Danakil Desert and Depression.  The Afar are primarily pastoralists and herdsmen.  While many Afars are nominally Muslim, their cultural practices are in some cases very different from other Muslims.  Among them, as illustrated in this slide, is the practice of women going topless.  Compare, for example, the photo of the two adolescent Afar girls on this slide with that of the Somali women.

It is important for the soldier to understand that it is normal in Afar culture for women to go topless.  They live in the desert with their herds under the tropical sun.  Their clothing, or lack of clothing, is a way of dealing with intense heat, and is not intended as an announcement of sexual availability.  The Afar have had sufficient contact with other peoples, from more conservative Muslims to westerners, to know that their manner of dress may provoke unwelcome responses.  When they visit settled towns, or when the encounter others in the desert, Afar women usually cover their torsos with a cloth wrap.  These are common practices among many tribal peoples scattered throughout Africa.  It is essential that the soldier learns to respect these practices, and not to overreact, or he may cause embarrassment at best, conflict at worst.  Afar men typically carry long daggers.
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Ethnicity & Language
· Southwest Tribes

Photos:  ©Pierre Martinez (Mursi), ©Filolife (Konso)

The southwest corner of Ethiopia bears the unwieldy name of The Southern Nations’ Nationalities’ and Peoples’ Regional State (SNNPRS).  Neighboring regions rival the SNNPRS for isolation and  ethnic diversity.  The south and west of Ethiopia are a kaleidoscope of cowry shells, beads and body paint, a patchwork of ethnicities, worldviews, histories and beliefs, all preserved by their remoteness and isolation.  Though wholly contained within Ethiopia, it is a world unto itself.

Cultivators and pastoralists, the Mursi number perhaps 5000.  Their material possessions are minimal.  Rather, they express their culture through the adornment of the one thing that all humans are sure to possess, their own bodies.  They are most famous for the lip plates and earlobe plugs their women wear.  There are several explanations for the lip disk.  Some believe that Mursi first started using lip disks to make themselves unattractive to slave traders.  Regardless of the origin of the practice, it is now used to determine a young woman’s dowry.  When a woman reaches marriageable age, an incision is made in her lower lip into which increasingly large clay disks are inserted over the course of months.  The size of her lip disk at marriage determines the number of cattle her husband-to-be must pay her family.  The Mursi live in never-ending conflict with their neighbors the Bodi and the Hamar.  While their conflict might have deep roots, it continues today most certainly over the question of access to land.  The establishment of the two national parks that hem them in, while necessary to preserve Ethiopia’s natural heritage, can only have exacerbated the problem of sharing pastures and hunting grounds for the Mursi and their neighbors.

Deep in the southwest of Ethiopia, in the mountains bordering the Great Rift Valley, the 170,000 Konso people make their home.  Though related to the fierce, semi-nomadic herdsmen of the south, the Borana, the Konso are a relatively calm people, known for their terraced farms and their carefully built, permanent villages.  A typical Konso villages consist of densely-packed round huts, encircled by wooden walls, with narrow wood-lined alleys between them.

Konso villages are constructed with materials as they are found, little modified.  As a result, the rough forms of natural wood and stone predominate. Wood, for example, is never formed into beams and planks.  Rather, the natural shape of a branch or bough is carefully used to its best advantage.  Nowhere is this more evident than in the low, arched gate, the portal that communicates between the sheltered and organized inner world and the threatening outer world, that is an essential part of every Konso village.

It is not for lack of woodworking skill that the Konso people construct their villages without beams and planks.  Quite to the contrary, high skill is required to construct huts, walls and gates using naturally shaped wood and stone with little modification.  The Konso people reserve their skill in cutting and shaping wood for one notable spiritual purpose, the creation of totems, or waga, to commemorate their dead.  Many of the Konso people, beyond the reach of Christian and Muslim missionaries, maintain their traditional beliefs.

Waga do not necessarily stand at the burial site of the deceased that they commemorate, though usually they stand nearby.  The figure of a man might be flanked by representations of his wives, the enemies he slew, and by symbolic representations of the most ferocious animals he killed.  The three new waga pictured in this slide (insert) are being prepared for placement near a grave.

An old man plays a krar, the lyre that is the national instruments of all Ethiopia, not just of the Konso people.  While wood has become the typical material of krar construction, this Konso man plays one made from the traditional tortoise shell.
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Student Check
Discussion:  For nearly 3000 years, the Amhara were the dominant people of Ethiopia.  Now that they are out of power, what effect might this have on the country?

Ancient resentment and divisions may emerge

Session of Eritrea

Call for reuniting “Greater Somalia”

Amhara associated with Orthodox church, a dominating social force.  With the Amhara out of power, a potential assertion of majority Islamic identity

Repressive methods by Tigrayans (new power) to maintain unity

Note:  All of these events have happened, or are in progress.
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Customs & Traditions
· Coffee:  Origins and Ceremonies

All photos: ©David Tannenbaum


Ethiopian tradition teaches that coffee was discovered by an Ethiopian goatherd, Kaldi, when he noticed his animals acting frisky after eating the berries of a certain bush.  Science lends some credence to the Ethiopian tradition.  The likely place of origin of Coffea arabica, the bush upon which the goats fed, and which today supplies us with coffee beans, are the highlands of Ethiopia and neighboring Yemen, across the Red Sea. 


In Ethiopia, the brewing of coffee has developed into a ritual which rivals the traditional Japanese tea ceremony for grace.  Each time the ceremony is carried out, all its many features are recreated in detail.  Many households perform the laborious ceremony every morning.  A commercial buna beit, or coffee house will perform the ceremony for each table of customers.  Charcoal burns in a low brazier.  Around the brazier, the ground is laid with green leaves and branches, a symbolic connection to the green earth.  A few lumps of burning coal are placed in a censer along with frankincense and myrrh, both native to Ethiopia.  Green coffee beans are poured into a small frying pan and are carefully roasted over the brazier. 


When the beans are brown, water is put up to boil in a ceramic vessel, a jebenna.  The beans are then ground with a mortar and pestle.  The grounds are added directly to the water.  The jebenna is placed on the brazier, and the brewing coffee is allowed to come to the boil and to cool three times.  A full teaspoon of sugar is added to each tiny cup before the coffee is poured.


In Ethiopia, coffee is often served with popcorn, a modern innovation.  It is sometimes served with a sprig of ‘tena adam, a strong-tasting aromatic herb.  In some regions of Ethiopia, coffee may be spiced (ginger, cinnamon, cloves) or even salted.


Coffee is Ethiopia’s greatest foreign currency earner, accounting for nearly 2/3 of export earnings.
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Customs & Traditions
The Shifta:  Robin Hood of Ethiopia

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Shifta, in the Amharic language, refers to a roaming bandit.  In the feudal empire that existed in Ethiopia through so many millennia, the shifta took on an air of romance and heroism.  In imperial times, and indeed, to this day, private ownership of land is prohibited.  Now, all land belongs to the state; in imperial times, all land belonged to the emperor as his personal property, to be doled out to noblemen, military officers and political supporters at his discretion.  All wealth, all power rested in the hands of a tiny elite.  The landless poor of Ethiopia have long been among the poorest people in the world, materially and financially.  The shifta, if only for practical reasons, targeted the wealthy; there would be little gain in stealing from the poor.  Thus, in the eyes of the impoverished masses, the shifta became not only a thief, but a revered figure who took his fate into his own hands, who wrested power and wealth from the elite.  Living alone or in small bands in the mountains to avoid capture only added to the shifta’s reputation for freedom and independence, ideals that are highly valued in Ethiopian culture.  In short, the shifta became in the minds of many Ethiopians a figure equivalent to Robin Hood, who fought for right, and who stole from the rich to give to the poor.

In more recent times, the government of Ethiopia has used the term shifta to belittle and to denigrate rebel movements.  The government would appear to imply that the rebels are nothing more than loose bands of roaming bandits, without organization, discipline or political aims.  It may be that the government did not adequately consider the romantic appeal of the shifta before adopting the term.
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Customs & Traditions
· Bride Kidnapping, FGM

Photo:  ©Antonio Fiorente

The ceremonial aspects of marriage in Ethiopia are complex.  If a man seeks to short-cut through all the pomp and ceremony – or if his offer of marriage is rejected – he may kidnap and rape his intended bride.  Having lost her virginity, the young woman would not be acceptable to other men as a bride.  The kidnapper, therefore, would become the only man who would accept her.  By ruining her prospects for the marriage that she or her family might choose, the man would get his way.

In traditional, rural Ethiopia, women marry at a very early age.  Marriages at ages 12 to 14 are not uncommon.  In wealthy, more developed countries, teenage pregnancy is considered a social problem; teenagers and women of small build have the option of a cesarean section.  In Ethiopia, where poverty is so widespread and profound, and where medical services are severely lacking, early pregnancy is a medical problem.  At ages when girls in developed countries may give birth to healthy children, and survive the experience themselves, young Ethiopian women and girls are often physically stunted or developmentally immature because of chronic malnutrition.  Early pregnancy and birth cause horrible medical complications, among them, the formation of a fistula – an unnatural perforation or opening – between the birth canal and the rectum or bladder.  This type of wound leads to incontinence and infection.  Women who suffer from fistulas are often plagued by the bad smell their condition causes, and they can no longer tolerate sexual contact with their husbands.  Presumably, the husband may feel the same way.  Thus, such women are often shunned socially, and are often abandoned by their husbands.  They are left to fend for themselves and their children in a society that does not encourage nor accommodate independent women, and that provides no social safety net beyond the woman’s immediate, impoverished family.  Since 1974, a charitable hospital in Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa, has treated thousands of fistula patients.  See:  http://www.fistulafoundation.org/index.html

Adding to the horrors of early childbirth is female genital mutilation (FGM).  FGM is sometimes politely called “female circumcision,” but the comparison to male circumcision is inaccurate.  FGM is more traumatic, and it causes debilitating medical complications that do not result from the removal of the foreskin in men and boys.

“Cultural practice encourages women to want to undergo one of these procedures. It is often associated with positive attributes such as gaining respect within the village and becoming a woman. Most importantly, girls who have not undergone one of the procedures are considered more likely to be promiscuous and, therefore, unworthy of marriage. The belief also exists that external female genitals are unclean.

Some use religion as the basis for their justification in performing these procedures, despite the fact they are not required by either the Qur’an or the Bible. Some Coptic Christian priests refuse to baptize girls who have not undergone one of the procedures. 
Type I is the excision (removal) of the clitoral hood with or without removal of all or part of the clitoris. 

Type II is the excision (removal) of the clitoris together with part or all of the labia minora (the inner vaginal lips).

Type III is the excision (removal) of part or all of the external genitalia (clitoris, labia minora and labia majora) and stitching or narrowing of the vaginal opening, leaving a very small opening, about the size of a matchstick, to allow for the flow of urine and menstrual blood. The girl or woman's legs are then bound together from the hip to the ankle so she remains immobile for approximately 40 days to allow for the formation of scar tissue. 

Type IV includes the pricking, piercing or incision of the clitoris and/or labia. In Ethiopia the "Mariam Girz" involves blood letting with a sharp needle performed on girls with a stunted clitoris who are assumed to have been already circumcised by St. Mary.

The type of procedure and the stage in a woman or girl's life when it is performed vary according to regions of the country. It may take place eight days after birth, at any time between the age of seven and the onset of puberty, or just before marriage. Women practitioners perform the procedure. It is generally performed without the aid of anesthesia.”

(http://www.state.gov/g/wi/rls/rep/crfgm/10098.htm)

As horrible as FGM is itself, it also adds to the medical complications of early childbirth, encouraging the formation of an obstetric fistula.

Many non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and charitable organizations, Ethiopian and international, have begun educational, medical and social mobilization efforts to eradicate the practice of FGM, and to prevent or alleviate obstetric fistula.
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Customs & Traditions
Qat Chewing

Photo:  ©David Tannenbaum

Let us swear an oath, and keep it with an equal mind,
In the hollow Lotos-land to live and lie reclined
On the hills like Gods together, careless of mankind.

Alfred, Lord Tennyson, The Lotos-Eaters (1832, excerpt)

It has been postulated that Tennyson’s poem describes qat chewers in the mountainous lands surrounding the Red Sea.

The green mountains surrounding Harar in eastern Ethiopia are known for their fine coffee.  However, in recent years, another stimulating crop has displaced coffee: Qat (Catha edulis).  (Sometimes also spelled “khat.”  In Ethiopia, this name is pronounced “chat.”  In Kenya, it is called “miraa.”  The spelling with a “q” is based on the Arabic name and pronunciation).  The leaves of the qat tree contain a psychoactive drug that produces “a feeling of exaltation, a feeling of being liberated from space and time. It may produce extreme loquacity, inane laughing, and eventually semicoma.”  (http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Hornet/qat.html)

The leaves of this stimulant are chewed daily in great quantities by men and women in the east of Ethiopia, as well as in Somalia, Djibouti and Yemen.  A vast international trade in this drug has grown between these countries, in great contrast to their widespread poverty and otherwise lackluster economic performances.  Several two- and four-engine propeller aircraft based at Dire Dawa, Ethiopia, the airport nearest Ethiopia’s qat producing region, make daily runs to qat consuming areas in Africa an the Arabian peninsula.  So lucrative has qat production become that qat farmers are said to be responsible for the temporary disappearance of Ethiopia’s Lake Adele, between Dire Dawa and Harar, in the spring of 2001.  Their irrigation pumps are said to have sucked the lake dry.  Qat production has displaced Ethiopia’s biggest foreign currency earner, coffee, from the hills surrounding Harar, and has even displaced food production in this land wracked by periodic drought and famine.  “Until very recently, Khat was classified as a schedule IV substance by the DEA [US Drug Enforcement Agency]. Cathinone, an ingredient present only in fresh-picked leaves, (within 48 hours of harvest) has now been classified as a schedule I narcotic, the most restrictive category used by the DEA. Cathine, an ingredient that remains in Khat after 48 hours, is still classified as a schedule IV substance (one that has low potential for abuse and has a current accepted usage in treatment).” (http://www.africa.upenn.edu/Hornet/qat.html)

Qat must be consumed fresh for the fullest effect.  In areas where it is consumed, daily markets sell bundles of branches, about 18” to 24” long, tightly wrapped in plastic like bouquets of roses.  Connoisseurs are willing to pay a premium for leaves that they judge to be of superior quality.  “Just as in the West there are wine snobs, in Yemen there are qat snobs.”  (http://www.al-bab.com/yemen/soc/qat.htm)  Sales generally begin at noon, while the afternoon is spent chewing the leaves.  The effects last into the night.

To experience the effects of qat, a great quantity of leaves must be chewed for a considerable time.  Qat chewers cram the mass of chewed leaves in one cheek, causing it to bulge.  The stimulating effect of the drug induces thirst; qat chewers often drink from large water bottles while chewing.  The psychoactive components of the leaves are absorbed through the tissues of the mouth; the leaves are never swallowed.  Although qat chewers do not become physically addicted to the drug, its widespread and habitual use indicates that it does produce a psychological dependence.  Excessive use of qat has been implicated in the development of psychosis – severe mental illness.

Traditionally, qat consumption in Ethiopia was restricted to the east, to Harar and the Somali ethnic population.  In recent years, with the displacement of ethnic Somalis to the highlands, qat has become available in the capital, Addis Ababa.
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Customs & Traditions
· Sports

Photo:  www.mahder.com


Many traditional sports are enjoyed in Ethiopia.  Among them is genna (hard “g;” “e” as in “the”), a sport resembling modern, international field hockey.  Genna is normally played on the Ethiopian Orthodox Christmas day (7 January) with which it shares its name.


Of all the sports contested on Christmas day, none shares the pageantry nor evokes the excitement of guks.  Guks is a traditional Ethiopian form of jousting, usually associated with the Oromo people, that demands the highest degrees of horsemanship and courage.


A guks match begins with one of two horsemen springing forth in full gallop.  His pursuer then follows apace.  After an all-out sprint of two to three hundred meters, the horsemen enter the zone in which the pursuer is allowed to launch his javelins at his opponent.  The lead rider tries to fend off his pursuer’s javelins with only a small shield made of tough animal skin.


Only since the 1960s or 1970s has the use of lethal spearheads been banned.  Guks contestants once died on Christmas day.  Today, blunt wooden javelins are used.  Nevertheless, a direct hit by one of these high speed projectiles can cause painful injury.

Ethiopia competes in international football (soccer), and is a perpetual hopeful to qualify for the African Cup of Nations.  However, Ethiopia has not experienced much success in international play.  The country’s greatest sporting success lies elsewhere:  Long-distance running.

Ethiopia first established its reputation for producing some of the world’s greatest long distance runners with the appearance of Abebe Bikila in the 1960 Olympic marathon.  Running in only his second marathon ever, the unknown Abebe Bikila set a world record in the event of 2hr 15min 16.2sec.  He became an instant worldwide celebrity.  He returned to the 1964 Olympics just 40 days after an appendectomy and set a new world record of 2hr 12min 11.2sec, thereby becoming the first man in history to win gold medals in consecutive Olympic marathons.  He remains a national hero in Ethiopia.

Haile Gebre Selassie, pictured in the slide, carrying the Ethiopian flag, is arguably the greatest distance runner of all time.  His list of accomplishments is astounding: Sixteen-time world record holder at distances ranging from 3 km to 10 km; four-time world champion in the 10 km run, he was defeated at this distance for the first time in eight years when he took second place in the 2001 world championship; two-time Olympic gold medal winner; and, as of 2001, holder of every Ethiopia running record from 1500 m to 10 km.  In 2001, at the age of 28, Haile Gebre Selassie turned his considerable talents toward the marathon.  When Haile took second place in the 10 km run, after having been undefeated for ten years, the entire nation of Ethiopia hung its head in disappointment, so heroic a figure is he.

Lately, new runners have taken up the mantle of Haile Gebre Selassie in the 10 km and other distance events, most notable among them, Kenenisa Bekele.
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Student Checks
Name two Ethiopian contributions to world culture

Coffee, Olympic athletes

Name two less widely accepted aspects of Ethiopian culture

Bride kidnapping and FGM, qat chewing

Note to the instructor:  If you are giving a two-hour lecture, this is a good point for a 10 minute break, assuming that you will not use any of the hidden slides toward the end of the presentation.  If you do intend to give such a detailed lecture that those hidden slide are required, you may wish to give a break after covering religion in the slides that follow this one.
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Religion
· Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity

Photo: ©David Tannenbaum

While Christianity in much of Africa is the result of European missionary activity in the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries (it continues today), Christianity in Ethiopia was a direct offshoot from the Middle East.

According to Ethiopian tradition, Christianity was brought to Ethiopia in the 4th century by two young Hellenic Syrian boys, Aedesius and Frumentius.  When their ship was captured on the Red Sea coast, they were brought to Emperor Ousanas in Axum where Aedesius became the emperor’s cupbearer and Frumentius, the older and more clever of the two, became his secretary.   Ousanas died when his heir, Ezana, was just an infant.  His widow sought the aid of Frumentius in governing the country, and he made use of this opportunity to construct churches throughout the land.  When the infant Ezana had grown and could assume authority, Frumentius relinquished power.  He then traveled to Alexandria, Egypt, where the Patriarch of the Coptic church appointed Frumentius as bishop of the fledgling Christian population of Ethiopia, thus establishing the tradition by which Alexandria would appoint Ethiopian church leaders until the 1950s.  Emperor Ezana eventually converted to Christianity himself, and made Christianity the official state religion of his empire.  In about 333 CE (or possibly 341 CE), Ethiopia became only the second state to adopt Christianity at its official religion, after Armenia in about 314 CE (or possibly 301 CE).  Thus, Ethiopia became a Christian nation well before any European nation did.

Christianity was strengthened by the arrival in Ethiopia of the Nine Syrian Saints in the 5th century, about the time that the rejection of the Monophysite doctrine by Council of Chalcedon caused the schism between the eastern (Orthodox) and western (Roman Catholic) churches of Europe.  Although missionary activity through the centuries has produced some few converts to European denominations, the vast majority of Ethiopian Christians remain Orthodox.

The practice of Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity involves, among other features, a complex system of fasting.  The notion of fasting in this faith is rather different from the 24-hour complete abstention practiced by Jews on Yom Kippur, or the complete abstention during daylight hours practiced by Muslims during the month of Ramadan.  Ethiopian Orthodox Christians value meat and animal products so highly that fasting, by their definition, consists solely of abstention from animal products; all non-animal foods may be eaten during their many fasting days.  Among these fasting days are every Wednesday and Friday, Lent, and many others.

The Ethiopian Orthodox Church does not follow the western Gregorian calendar.  They adhere to the older Julian calendar.  Thus, their holidays fall on days when Westerners do not expect them.  The Ethiopian New Year is 11 September.  Christmas comes on 7 January.  There are many other religious holidays, festivals, processions and celebrations scattered throughout the year.  Among the most important:  Timket (Epiphany, 19 January), Fasika (Easter, date variable in March or April) and Meskal (the finding of the true cross, 27 September).

Ethiopian Orthodox Christians follow from the long connection to biblical faith in Ethiopia, dating back to the Queen of Sheba.  It seems that some form of Judaism was practiced in Ethiopia for many centuries, although in isolation from Israel and, later, European Judaism, it developed rights and rituals that are difficult to recognize as Jewish today.  Some few Jews (falasha or beta israel, “The House of Israel” in Amharic) remain in Ethiopia today, even after the evacuation of the majority of Ethiopian Jews to Israel during the famine of 1984-1985.  Nevertheless, many Ethiopian Orthodox Christians consider themselves, as descendents of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, to be the biblical “chosen people,” and not the Jews, as interpreted in the western tradition.
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Cultural Insight: Time

· Ethiopian Orthodox Church uses Julian calendar

· Idea of date and time differ from western ideas

· Ethiopian calendar 7 years behind the western calendar; 2006 in Ethiopia is 1999

· Ethiopian day begins with sunrise

· We call it 6 AM (0600); Ethiopians call it 12 o’clock

· We call it 7 AM (0700); Ethiopians call it 1 o’clock

· Many Ethiopians can use the western system

· Nevertheless, foreigners in Ethiopia often miss appointments because of this confusion

Cultural Insight:  Because of the adherence to the Julian calendar, the Ethiopian notion of date and time differ from western notions.  The Ethiopian calendar is 7 years behind the western calendar.  For us, it may be 2006; for Ethiopians, it is 1999.  The millennium is coming again.  Also, the Ethiopian day begins with sunrise.  What we call 6 AM (0600), Ethiopians consider 12 o’clock.  One hour later (7 AM or 0700), Ethiopians will say that it is 1 o’clock.  Although many Ethiopians – and particularly Ethiopian Airlines staff – accommodate the western system, this difference has caused many foreigners in Ethiopia to miss important meetings and appointments.

Example:  A westerner tells an Ethiopian to arrive at “9 o’clock.”  The Ethiopian arrives at 3 PM, because, by his system, that is 9 o’clock.

Example:  An Ethiopian tells a western that they will meet at “2 o’clock.”  The westerner arrives at 2 PM, when the Ethiopian meant 8 AM.
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Religion
· Islam

Photo:  ©Ralph Backer

When the early Muslims were persecuted by the authorities in Mecca, some sought refuge in Negash, near Axum in northern Ethiopia (Tigray Province), where they were accepted and protected by the Ethiopian Negus (King) Armah.  Some of the descendants of these refugees are said to have remained in Negash, and to have established one of the oldest Muslim communities outside of the Arabian Peninsula. The kind treatment that the Muslims received in Axum later motivated Mohammed to enjoin his followers from hostility against the Axumites.  This edict would be forgotten or ignored in later chapters of Ethiopian history.

In the 16th century, much of highlands of Ethiopia fell to the onslaught of Ahmad ibn Ibrahim, known by the Amharic name of Gragn (pronounced “gran-ye,” The Left Handed, with the “gn” as in lasagna).  Gragn was the Muslim Sultan of Adal, a district near the ancient city-state of Harar.  These lands are now incorporated into the east of Ethiopia, but they remained largely independent Muslim states until as late as the 19th century.  Heedless of the Prophet’s dictum against harming the Axumites, Gragn campaigned ruthlessly to conquer the highlands.  He and his army killed scores of Christians, destroyed many churches and countless manuscripts as they swept across the country. When Ahmad ibn Ibrahim, the rampaging Sultan of Adal arrived in Lalibela, his efforts to destroy the city’s famed rock-hewn churches came to naught.  Their solidity would not yield to force.  Gragn’s campaign of conquest served to confirm in the minds of Christian highlanders that their Muslim neighbors were their avowed enemies, a feeling that might have existed prior to this campaign, and that is expressed by some Ethiopian Christians even today.

The population of Ethiopia today is approximately 50% Muslim, virtually all of whom are Sunni.  Thus, Muslims outnumber Christians in Ethiopia.  The latter make up only about 40% of the population.  The remaining 10% of the population practice primarily traditional African religions.  The Somali, Afar and Harari peoples in eastern Ethiopia are nearly all Muslim.  Interestingly, the Oromo people, the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia, making up some 30% of the population, are about half Muslim, half Christian.  This is symptomatic of the deep divisions among the Oromo that extend into politics as well.

Despite their numerical majority today, Muslims and Islam have played a relatively minor role in Ethiopian history and culture.  This is due, in large part, to the dominance of Solomonic or Christian imperial rule through nearly three millennia.  Today, Christian highlanders continue to settle in the predominantly Muslim east of the country, extending the cultural and political influence of the highland peoples.  Very often in eastern towns and cities, the two religious communities mix very little.  Besides living near their respective churches or mosques, the strict and elaborate dietary laws of each religion virtually require separate markets, restaurants and hotels.

Apart from prayer times, when Ethiopia Muslims may don ceremonial dress inspired by Arab traditions (see the photo in this slide), there is little to distinguish Ethiopian Muslims and Christians by appearance alone.  In the highlands, women of both faiths cover their hair, for example.  Somali and Harari men may wear skullcaps or pillbox hats that derive from Arab tradition, but they do so as an expression of their ethnic identity, of which Islam is only a part.  Afars, on the other hand, wear their Muslim faith as lightly as they wear clothing.  Afar women, particularly in the desert when tending herds, normally go topless.

There are militant elements among the Muslim population of Ethiopia, but many of these view Islam as a basis of their unique ethnic identity, not as a motivating force in and of itself.  Among these are the Oromo Liberation Front, and the Ogaden National Liberation Front, both of which seek autonomy for their constituent populations or regions.  The Ogaden National Liberation Front may also be motivated by the desire to reunite eastern Ethiopia with “Greater Somalia,” a reversal of the loss of the Ogaden to Ethiopia in the 1890s.  Nevertheless, the lawlessness and political instability along Ethiopia’s long and highly porous border with Somalia make it a potential area for extremist activity.
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Religion
Tribal Religions

Photo:  ©Ralph Backer

The south and west of Ethiopia are far removed from the Middle East, from biblical stories and from familiar, historical names.  Because of their prolonged isolation, and infrequent contact with missionaries and others who sought to introduce new faiths, the people of these regions maintain their traditional ways.  In some cases, particularly among the Oromo, Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group, traditional ways survive alongside introduced religions.

The traditional religion of the Oromo people revolves around Waq, at once the sky and God.  Waq delivers his blessings to Earth in the form of rain.  Within this faith, ancestors’ spirits also have great power, and exert potent influence on the daily lives of later generations.  Nature, too, is teeming with spirits.  Some of these are found in rushing rivers, in majestic trees, or in the murmur of a river as it passes through an eery, glowing cavern.  The Sof Omar caverns in the Oromo Regional State have particular significance in traditional Oromo religion.
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Religion
· Rastafarianism

Photo: ©David Tannenbaum


An unusual, 20th century development on the Ethiopian cultural scene has been the arrival of Rastafarianism.  In the late 1920s, the Jamaican Back-to-Africa movement leader, Marcus Garvey, foretold the arrival of an African leader who would shepherd his people back to their homeland.  When, in 1930, Ras Tafari, a descendant of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, was crowned Emperor Haile Selassie, King of Kings, The Conquering Lion of Judah, and The Elect of God, he was taken by the followers of Marcus Garvey as the prophesied savior and living god.  Ethiopia, a place of deep spirituality dating back to the times of the Old Testament, and the only land in Africa never colonized by foreign powers, was taken as the Promised Land.  Although Marcus Garvey later denied his own prophesy, it was too late; he had started a movement that took on a life of its own.  The movement derives its name, Rastafarianism, from the title and name of its savior, prior to his coronation and adoption of an imperial name:  Ras Tefari.


Emperor Haile Selassie granted land near the Rift Valley town of Shashamene (“sha-sha-men-nay”) to the Rastafarian community where many adherents have now staked their claim in the Promised Land.  Although Shashamene might be the largest Rastafarian community in Ethiopia, many adherents live in Addis Ababa, too.  Jamaican, American, European and Ethiopian, some of them have formed a band that gives reggae concerts in Addis Ababa.  Their rock-steady, heartbeat rhythms drive home the messages of their lyrics about Shashamene, the Promised Land; about Itiop’ia bet’am k’onjo now (Ethiopia is so very beautiful); and about Ras Tafari, the Living God.


Emperor Haile Selassie was disinterred from the unmarked grave beneath a palace stairway, where he had been ignominiously buried by the communist Dergue that deposed him and ruled Ethiopia from 1974 to 1991, and was respectfully laid to rest at Addis Ababa’s Trinity Cathedral on 5 November 2000.  His casket was carried aboard a float strewn with flowers.  Even twenty five years after his death, mourners wailed for the departed Emperor.  Despite the fact that many members of Ethiopia’s Rastafarian community witnessed that reburial, Ras Tafari, Emperor Haile Selassie, the Conquering Lion of Judah, will ever be their Living God.  One must, therefore, never mention the death of Haile Selassie to a Rastafarian, nor discuss him in the past tense.
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Student Check
Discussion:

Why has Christianity dominated Ethiopian history?

Why does its cultural dominance persist, despite decreasing proportion of Christians?

Ethiopia’s deep historical connection to the Bible

Dominance of the Christian imperial line

Note to the Instructor:  Depending on the level of instruction that you are offering your trainees, you may wish to end the course at this point, and to avoid the complexities of modern Ethiopian history and politics in the slides that follow.  Even so, you should review those slides to see which, if any, you may wish to include, and to see if the student checks and assessments are appropriate for your class.
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Modern History & Politics
· Tewodros II, British Retribution at Magdalla 1868

"Encompassed by the enemies of their religion, the Ethiopians slept for near a thousand years, forgetful of the world by whom they were forgotten…" Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 1788

Photo:  www.mahder.com

Through the 16th and 17th century, the emperors of Ethiopia had important contacts with Europeans, especially with Portuguese Jesuits, who came in search of the Prester John, a mythical Christian ruler in “the orient,” who they identified as the Emperor of Ethiopia.  At the same time, Ethiopia had to deal with the expansionist ambitions of the Turks and Egyptians.  However, the long preoccupation with internal conflicts, rivalries and power struggles, with hostile neighbors (Gibbon’s “enemies of their religion”), and the general disengagement with the outside world brought about a long, slow and profound decline in Ethiopia’s standing among the great powers of the world.

Ethiopia’s reengagement with the wider world in the mid-19th century was disastrous.

Tewodros II became Emperor of Ethiopia in 1855.  Although he was reputed to be a fierce warrior, with a penchant for cruelty, he announced early-on a program to modernize Ethiopia.  These reforms were long overdue.  To see them through, the country required a charismatic and effective leader.  Instead, in Tewodros, they had a leader who was highly temperamental and unstable.

Tewodros was obsessed by the threat of Muslim Turkey.  Inexperienced in foreign affairs, and with little expertise in the country in that field, Tewodros could not understand why his Christian brethren in Britain and France would have sided with Turkey against Czarist, Orthodox Russia in the Crimean War.  A few years later, in 1862, Tewodros wrote to Queen Victoria of Britain, who he saw as a Christian ally, seeking a pact of friendship.  Although Ethiopia was centuries past its peak of power, and Imperial Britain was near its zenith, Tewodros considered himself an equal of Victoria, and worthy of her respect and friendship.  Tewodros’ letter was lost in the British Foreign Ministry, delaying any response.  Tewodros, temperamental as he was, took the lack of response as a personal affront, and retaliated by imprisoning several European envoys, missionaries and skilled workers.  Two years later, when Britain finally sent an envoy with a letter from Queen Victoria, Tewodros initially promised to release his European prisoners, only to change his mind abruptly and to imprison the new envoy.  Apparently, he hoped to use the hostages to win Britain’s support against his avowed enemies, the Turks and their minions in Egypt.  Perhaps he thought this tactic would be necessary because of Britain’s earlier support for Turkey in Crimea.  

After many years of slow communications, British public and government opinion was finally persuaded in late 1867 to send a military force to rescue the European prisoners.  This force, comprising some 13,000 troops, began to arrive at the Red Sea port of Adulis (now in Eritrea) in January 1868.  When Tewodros, somewhere in the interior highlands of Ethiopia, learned of their arrival, he sent his prisoners to the mountain redoubt of Magdalla, a tower of rock with sheer walls, 1000 feet tall on three sides.  Furthermore, he instructed the European artisans who remained in his employ to construct what Tewodros considered his secret weapon against the invading British force, a massive mortar that Tewodros named “Sevastopol,” after the city in the Crimean peninsula.  Clearly, the British and French role in support of his enemies, the Turks, against his fellow Orthodox Christians in the Crimean War was still on Tewodros’ mind.  It would require some 500 men to haul this enormous mortar up to Magdalla.

Napier’s army took 4 months to march the 400 miles inland from the coast to Magdalla, laying tracks, building roads and running communications lines as they went.  The first engagement between the two armies took place near the base of Magdalla, and was a disaster for the Ethiopians.  Faced with weapons and tactics far superior to their own, they suffered great casualties.  Tewodros’ secret weapon, the giant mortar named Sevastopol, was never fired.  Isolated in his mountaintop redoubt, and facing certain defeat, Tewodros committed suicide by shooting himself in the head with a pistol that had been a gift from his long-hoped-for friend, Queen Victoria.

Napier and his forces rescued the European prisoners, and left Ethiopia to sort out its own problems of succession and government.  The next significant encounter between Britain and Ethiopia would occur during World War II, and it would find the two former adversaries united as allies.

Surprisingly, by the mid-20th century, Tewodros became one of the most popular emperors of recent times, viewed as a harbinger of modernity.
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Modern History & Politics
Battle of Adwa 1896 
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The Battle of Adwa, fought between Ethiopia and Italy on 1 March 1896, marked the reemergence of Ethiopia onto the world stage as a regional power and a state to be reckoned with.

The modern, united state of Italy did not exist as such until 1871.  Until that time, it had been a collection of rival principalities and other small states.  Italy’s unification occurred during the height of the Scramble for Africa, the carving-up and colonization of Africa by European states.  Italy seemed to wish to prove itself as a modern state fully equal to its European counterparts.  Part of doing so included establishing and maintaining its own African colonies.  It may also be that some Italian leaders in the late 1800s, like Mussolini in the 1930s and 1940s, sought to recapture the glory that was Rome by reconstituting in some form the ancient Roman Empire.  Whether to prove itself as a state, or to regain past glory, territorial ambitions in Africa were justified in the minds of many Italians in the late 1800s.

There were two major leaders in Ethiopia at the time of Italy’s emergence as a unified state, Emperor Yohannes, who, though nominally emperor of all Ethiopia, ruled predominantly in the north, and Negus (King) Menelik of Shoa, who’s influence extended toward the south.  The rivalry between the two rulers distracted both from Italy’s slow, patient infiltration of their Red Sea coast, first under the pretext of trade, later more obviously for the purpose of conquest and colonization.  Throughout the period, Menelik had been dealing with the Italians (and the French in Djibouti) to obtain arms.  Of the two leaders, Menelik was more likely to have thought of the Italians as his friends; Yohannes was more concerned about their intentions along his northern coast.

In 1893, Emperor Yohannes died.  Menelik did not assert his claim to the imperial throne immediately, seeking first to consolidate his position within the country.  Italy offered to recognize Menelik as emperor in return for trade concessions and land at their established trade centers along the Red Sea coast in Eritrea.  Menelik was eager to agree to this treaty, named for the city in which it was signed, the Treaty of Wichale (“wi-cha-ley”).  Unknown to Melelik, the Italian and Amharic versions differed in one major aspect.  The Amharic version offered Italy’s good offices in dealing with all foreign relations; the Italian version required Ethiopia to do so, thereby making all of Ethiopia an Italian protectorate.  At about the same time, Italy declared the Indian Ocean coast of Somalia a colony.  These acts now made Italy’s ambitions clear.  Menelik was crowned emperor, and attempted to negotiate with Italy.  Ultimately, he abrogated the Treaty of Wichale.  This set the stage for conflict.

The conflict built for years, but was damped by drought and famine on both the sides, for the Ethiopians in the interior, and for the Italians along the coast in Eritrea.  Menelik had already determined to move against the Italians when the Italians acted on their intentions to take the interior province of Tigray.  At Adwa, in northern Tigray province, Menelik made a declaration in which he stated, in part, “Enemies have come who would ruin our country and change our religion.”  As experience over many centuries had shown to the Ethiopians, contact with western Europeans always harmed Ethiopia’s ancient culture and civilization.  Menelik used this notion as a rallying cry.

The two armies advanced toward their eventual confrontation at Adwa.  The Italian army, under General Baratieri, numbered 20,000, among them some Eritreans and Tigrayans.  Menelik’s army, though less well equipped than the Italians, numbered some 100,000.  The Italians were, nevertheless, tremendously overconfident, as this statement, issued by Baratieri shortly before the Battle of Adwa, indicates:  “Menelik is weak, uncertain, and in the hands of his wife.  Everyone is sick of his long rule and awaits with resignation the arrival from Jerusalem of a European who will bring peace to the country.  To the ignorant Ethiopians all Europeans come from Jerusalem.  Public opinion is prepared for the downfall of Menelik.  At the first blow the empire will fall to pieces.”

The Italians were overextended, out numbered and low on provisions.  Rather than fall back to their capital at Asmara (a retreat in their eyes), they chose to confront the advancing Ethiopians.  As Henze writes (see the references at the end of this presentation), “For the Italians, almost everything went wrong.  A faulty map, poor reconnaissance, communications failures and misunderstood orders left Baratieri with only half his forces where he expected them to be.”

On 1 March 1896 in the Battle of Adwa, the Italians lost about 7,000 dead, 1,500 wounded, and 3,000 prisoners.  The Ethiopians lost about 6,000 dead and 8,000 wounded.  Although the Ethiopians’ losses were numerically greater, the Italian army was virtually wiped out.  The Italian defeat at Adwa was such a shock to Italy that if forced the resignation of Prime Minister Crispi and his government.  As the terms of peace, Ethiopia sought the withdrawal of the Italians from the Tigrayan city of Adigrat, their renunciation of their claim of protectorate over Ethiopia, their abandonment of all claims to Tigray and their retreat to Eritrea, and guarantees of free trade for Ethiopia through Eritrean ports.  Some historians have argued that Menelik did not seek the total withdrawal of Italy from Eritrea because this might have provoked further conflict, causing Ethiopia to become overextended and weakened.  Rather than accept these terms, Italy countered with the insistence that Ethiopia not accept an offer of protectorate status from any other European power.  Ethiopia was so enraged by this display of arrogance by the Italians that a peace treaty was delayed by two years, during which time Ethiopia held some 2,000 Italian prisoners.

If Ethiopia’s first major engagement with modern western Europe ended in disaster at Magdalla some 20 years earlier, the engagement at Adwa demonstrated that Ethiopia was a regional power to be reckoned with.  Italy eventually conceded to Ethiopia’s demands, and was forced to cede a great portion of its Somali colony, the Ogaden Desert, to Ethiopia.  Likewise, in order to normalize relations with the heretofore underestimated Ethiopia, Britain and France, both of which held Somali colonies (the modern-day Somaliland and Djibouti, respectively) both ceded land to Ethiopia as part of their efforts to demarcate their mutual borders.
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Modern History & Politics
Annexation of Harar & Somali Regions
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Harar:  1000 year old walled city-state, ruled by Muslim Emirs, home of 99 mosques – one for each of Allah’s names.  Shortly after the opening of the Suez Canal in 1869, the Egyptians, seeking to expand their sphere of influence, invaded the Horn of Africa.  By 1875, they had captured Harar, executed the Emir and abolished the emirate.  During this period, Harar was opened to foreign merchants, among them Arthur Rimbaud, the French poet, who arrived in 1880.  Rimbaud is known to have traded in coffee; it is said that he also traded in arms.  The Egyptians soon became preoccupied with events further north along the Red Sea – the British, who had built and operated the Suez Canal, occupied Egypt in 1882 – and abandoned Harar to the Christian Empire of Abyssinia.  The first Christian ruler of Harar was Ras Makonnen, father of the future emperor, Haile Selassie.

The Ethiopians won the Ogaden Desert region of Italian Somailand after they defeated the Italians at Adwa in Tigray.  Thus, overnight, a large part of Somaliland, and a large number of Somalis, became subject to the rule of Menelik II, and of Christian Ethiopian highlanders.

The resentment these two events engendered in the Harari and Somali populations has not died out altogether in the intervening 120 years or so.  Christian highlanders have moved into the region, in some cases seeking their fortunes, in other cases to assert highland authority and rule.  In many cases, the Christian newcomers and indigenous Muslim population don’t mix.  Besides living near their respective churches or mosques, the strict and elaborate dietary laws of each religion virtually require separate markets, restaurants and hotels.  Neither side has undertaken serious efforts to forge a unified identity among the two populations.  Indeed, some Christian highland politicians have sought to exert their authority, while driving a wedge between ethnic Somalis in Ethiopia and in Somalia, by forcing Ethiopian Somalis to adopt the Ethiopic alphabet.  Somalis have resisted this notion vigorously.

The ideals expressed by groups like the Ogaden National Liberation Front may involve independence for Ogaden, or reuniting “Greater Somalia.”  One must also bear in mind the fact that reserves of natural gas (24.92 billion cu m, est. 1 January 2002) and petroleum (214,000 bbl 1 January 2002), were recently discovered under the Ogaden Desert.  These reserves have only been exploited since 1998 when a Chinese petroleum company drilled eight gas wells.  The Chinese began work on a petroleum facility in 2006.  That facility came under attack by the Ogaden National Liberation Front on 24 April 2007.
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The Founding of Addis Ababa

Ethiopia did without a fixed capital for many years

In 1896, Emperor Menelik II established a camp on Mount Entoto, in Shoa Province

Emperess Taitu found the 10,000-foot mountaintop too cold and damp

She established a camp at the hot springs below Entoto known by the Oromo name Finfine (pronounced “fin-fin-nay”)

The modern capital, Addis Ababa, grew around Taitu’s camp at Finfine

Addis Ababa = New Flower (i.e, The new flower of Ethiopia civilization).

That Menelik camped atop Mt. Entoto is accepted as historical fact.  On Mt. Entoto, there are two churches that date from Menelik II’s era.  There is also an incomplete rock-hewn church that is far older.  Furthermore, the Finfine hot springs still exist.  Their waters heat the private baths at the traditional Finfine Hotel, as well as the public swimming pool at the modern Hilton Hotel.

That the Empress found the mountaintop too cold, or that she established a camp of her own at the hot springs may seem trivial to us, but to Ethiopians these are essential parts of the story of the founding of Addis Ababa.  It is much like the well-known story of George Washington throwing a silver dollar across the Potomac:  A physical impossibility, but a cherished story nevertheless.  Such cherished stories may become embellished over time.  They evolve into myths.  Ethiopians cherish such stories, and tend to be less concerned about their veracity than Americans might be.  It is more important to many Ethiopians to believe than to know.
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Modern History & Politics

Coronation of Haile Selassie (Ras Tefari) 1930

Photo:  http://www.angelfire.com/ny/ethiocrown/Haile.html

Ras Tafari became Emperor Haile Selassie (Amharic for “Power of the Trinity”) on 2 November 1930 amid pomp and splendor.  Although Ethiopia had long fallen from its heights of power and wealth, the Emperor continued to conduct himself and statecraft as if he were the leader of a mighty nation.  He was a frequent guest of the Emperor of Japan, the Shah of Iran, the Kings and Queens of Britain, and of Presidents and Prime Ministers.  Often, he appeared in public in military uniform, festooned with medals.  As Emperor and as a direct descendant of King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, he was revered within Ethiopia as a nearly God-like figure.

Today, 30 years after his death, many nostalgic Ethiopian royalists still utter his name with awe and trepidation.  His bedroom suite has been reassembled in a museum in Addis Ababa.  His former butler, now stooped with age, gives tours of the bedroom, and speaks in a whisper, as if the Emperor himself might arrive at any moment, desiring to sleep. This is revealing of another aspect of the Ethiopian people’s character:  An abiding respect for authority. 

The Emperor’s ostentation and absolute authority would eventually contribute to his downfall some 44 years later when drought and famine struck Ethiopia.  The Imperial government was revealed to be corrupt and incompetent.  Hundreds of thousands of Ethiopians starved to death while the Emperor continued to live his lavish life unaffected.  This set the stage for the Communist take-over.
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Cultural Insight: Respect
· The Emperor’s authority:  Descent from biblical figures

· Courtly behavior required

· Ethiopians still show respect to perceived superiors

· American handshake would shock Ethiopians

· Americans are assertive

· Ethiopian handshake

· Bow slightly

· Lower eyes

· Restrain right arm with left hand

·   Beware:  Not all expressions of respect are sincere

·   Ethiopian manners require politeness even when it is false

Photo © David Tannenbaum
Cultural Insight:  The emperor’s authority might have derived from his descent from biblical figures.  However, ordinary Ethiopians show respect in subtle ways for anyone who they believe to be their superior in a given social context.  For example, a typical American handshake would shock and offend many Ethiopians.  We stand up straight, look the other person in the eye, thrust out our hand and give a firm grasp.  We assert ourselves.  An Ethiopian would shake hands, particularly with someone perceived as a superior, by bowing slightly, lowering his eyes, and restraining his crooked right arm by placing his left hand over his right elbow.  Beware:  Not all overt expressions of deference are sincere.  Ethiopian manners require deference and cloying politeness even when it is false.  An unaware foreigner can easily be misled by such behavior.  As Americans, particularly in the 21st century, we are unaware of the requirements of courtly behavior as it was practiced in imperial Ethiopia.  Many such behaviors linger in Ethiopia today.
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Modern History & Politics
· WW II, Italian Occupation; Failure of the League of Nations 1930s

Along with the rise of the racist ideology of fascism in Italy in the 1920s and 1930s, many Italians never recovered their pride after their defeat at Adwa in 1896.  To avenge the humiliating defeat at the hands of “inferior” Africans at Adwa was in part a motive for Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia in 1935.  Other motives included the expansion of the Italian colonial presence in the Horn of Africa (beyond Eritrea and Somalia), and for true fascist ideologues, the reconstitution the Roman Empire.

Italy sent provocative patrols across the ill-defined border between their Somali colony and Ethiopia.  Ethiopia took the bait.  Italy used a skirmish along the border as a pretext for invasion and a wider war that very few contemporaries regarded as the beginning of World War II.  Unlike their fiasco in Adwa, the Italian invasion of Ethiopia was well planned, and well executed by a well armed force of some 100,000 troops.  When they met resistance, the Italians turned to tactics including aerial bombardment and poison gas.  Reportedly, Benito Mussolini’s nephew, Vito, a pilot in the Italian Air Force, took sadistic pleasure at the colorful scraps of clothing that would fly through the air after he had bombed civilian targets in Ethiopia.  The Italian invasion began in October 1935.  By May 1936, after having personally led troops into battle against the Italians, Emperor Haile Selassie was driven into exile in Britain.

As Henze writes (see the references in the last slide of this presentation), “In spite of his persistent efforts to get the League of Nations to condemn and stem the Italian onslaught, Haile Selassie’s reliance on collective security proved illusory.”

From Haile Selassie’s address to the League of Nations, 1936:  “Apart from the Kingdom of the Lord there is not on this earth any nation that is superior to any other. Should it happen that a strong Government finds it may with impunity destroy a weak people, then the hour strikes for that weak people to appeal to the League of Nations to give its judgment in all freedom. God and history will remember your judgment."  While Haile Selassie was giving this speech in Geneva, Mussolini in Rome had King Victor Emmanuel III of Italy proclaimed Emperor of Ethiopia.  Although the League of Nations was sympathetic to the exiled emperor, its members decided that it was in their better interest to appease Fascist Italy than to support Haile Selassie.  The League took no action in support of Ethiopian independence and sovereignty.

Italian control of Ethiopia’s territory was incomplete and unstable.  Although Mussolini had planned carefully to invade and conquer Ethiopia, he lacked coherent plans for administering it.  An Ethiopian resistance movement started, and was effective, restricting Italian control largely to cities, towns and the roads that connected them.

One of the most shockingly tragic episodes in the history of the Italian Fascist occupation of Ethiopia occurred in 1937 at Debre Libanos, a monastery 100 km north of Addis Ababa.  On February 19 of that year, an attempt was made on the life of the Italian Viceroy of Ethiopia, General Rodolfo Graziani, in Addis Ababa.  Though gravely wounded, Graziani survived the attack.  His police and soldiers, along with the notorious Blackshirts, went on a rampage in the capital, killing countless Ethiopians in retribution during the next three days.  By May, Graziani became convinced that the priests and monks at Debre Libanos had played a role in the conspiracy to assassinate him.  On May 21, Italian forces executed 297 monks and 23 others at the monastery.  More than 100 deacons and students were first sent from Debre Libanos to Debre Berhan where they were later executed.

It is unlikely that the Italian forces gave the murdered men descent burials.  However, sometime after the Italians were driven out in 1941, as many bones of the murdered men as possible were recovered.  They can be seen today, stored in open wooden crates within a small, dilapidated chapel, just outside the gates of the main church at Debre Libanos.

In June 1940, Fascist Italy declared war on Britain and France.  Britain then took the lead in ousting Italy from the Horn of Africa, (no doubt concerned for their control of the Suez Canal and access to India) and restoring Haile Selassie to the throne in Ethiopia.  The animosity from the battle of Magdalla, some 70 years before, was brushed aside by the burgeoning World War.  Britain supplied arms to Ethiopian resistance fighters via their colony in Sudan.

The return of Haile Selassie to Ethiopia served as a symbol to unify the divided resistance forces scattered about the country, operating up to that point largely without coordination.  The Italian occupation force fell quickly to the united efforts of Britain and its colonies, along with Haile Selassie and his resistance fighters.

The unsuccessful occupation of Ethiopia by Italy lasted five years.  It was the only period in all of Ethiopia’s 3000 year history that foreign forces ever occupied the country.  This was a tremendous blow to Ethiopian pride.  In the minds of many Ethiopians, this episode only served to confirm their general distrust of foreigners.  Surprisingly, despite their misadventure in Ethiopia, many Italians remained in the country.  Their descendants are still there, and do quite well as merchants, restaurateurs and commercial agents for Italian corporations.  Italy remains one of Ethiopia’s largest trading partners.
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Student Check
Compare and contrast these two statements, written about 1300 years apart.

“There are four great kingdoms on Earth:  The first is the Kingdom of Babylon and Persia; the second is the Kingdom of Rome; the third is the Kingdom of the Axumites; the fourth is the Kingdom of the Chinese.” Mani, 3rd century Persian writer.

"Encompassed by the enemies of their religion, the Ethiopians slept for near a thousand years, forgetful of the world by whom they were forgotten…" Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 1788

Note:  The second quotation was written some 80 years before Emperor Tewodros’ conflict with Britain.  It was, however, written shortly after the Scottish explorer, James Bruce, returned from his lengthy travels in the Horn of Africa, undertaken in part to find the source of the Nile.  Bruce sojourned long in Ethiopia, and wrote extensively upon his return to the British Isles.

Guiding insight for the instructor:  The very antiquity of Ethiopian culture is at once a great source of strength, and a great hindrance to Ethiopian society.  Ethiopian culture is very much oriented toward the past, toward a golden era, whether imagined, real, embellished or mythologized.  In decline, beginning even as early as the 7th century, their focus turned toward preserving the ways of the past, when Ethiopia was more powerful.  Thus, for nearly a millennium, they turned their backs on social, cultural, economic and technological developments occurring in the rest of the world, and focused primarily on internal concerns.  In effect, the world passed by Ethiopia while the Ethiopians occupied themselves with maintaining their old ways.  Their first significant attempt to reengage the world, Tewodros’ conflict with Britain, ended in disaster, largely because Ethiopia’s long isolation left the nation inexperienced in modern statecraft.  But in only a few short years, a leader like Menelik II showed skill and savvy in dealing with some of the most powerful nations on Earth.  Now, some 100 years after Menelik, Ethiopia still has a tremendous amount of catching-up to do in the realms of politics and social, economic and technological development.

Note to the Instructor:  Depending on the level of instruction that you are offering your trainees, and on your school’s requirements for individual trainee assessment, you may wish to substitute this discussion activity for the final assessment given in the last slide of this presentation.
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Student Check Answers

· The antiquity of Ethiopian culture

· Great source of strength and pride

· Also a hindrance to Ethiopian society

· Focus on preserving the ways of the past

· For 1000 years, Ethiopia turned its back on the world

· Focused on internal disputes

· The world passed by Ethiopia

· First attempt to reengage the world a disaster

· Tewodros’ conflict with Britain

· Inexperienced in modern statecraft

· Twenty years later, Menelik II showed great skill

· 100 years after Menelik, Ethiopia still has to catch-up

· Politics; social, economic and technological development

Guiding insight for the instructor:  The very antiquity of Ethiopian culture is at once a great source of strength, and a great hindrance to Ethiopian society.  Ethiopian culture is very much oriented toward the past, toward a golden era, whether imagined, real, embellished or mythologized.  In decline, beginning even as early as the 7th century, their focus turned toward preserving the ways of the past, when Ethiopia was more powerful.  Thus, for nearly a millennium, they turned their backs on social, cultural, economic and technological developments occurring in the rest of the world, and focused primarily on internal concerns.  In effect, the world passed by Ethiopia while the Ethiopians occupied themselves with maintaining their old ways.  Their first significant attempt to reengage the world, Tewodros’ conflict with Britain, ended in disaster, largely because Ethiopia’s long isolation left the nation inexperienced in modern statecraft.  But in only a few short years, a leader like Menelik II showed skill and savvy in dealing with some of the most powerful nations on Earth.  Now, some 100 years after Menelik, Ethiopia still has a tremendous amount of catching-up to do in the realms of politics and social, economic and technological development.
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Modern History & Politics
· Drought, Famine; Foreign & Multinational Interventions 1973

Photo:  Library of Congress

The foreign media, particularly Jonathan Dimbleby of the BBC, played a major role in exposing the horrible extent and severity of the 1973 famine, Haile Selassie’s inaction, and the depths of corruption within his government.  This was the era of the Vietnam War, when the television news medium first brought nearly instantaneous images and reports from the jungles of Vietnam.  Just as that reporting had a significant role in swaying American public opinion about the war, so, too, did the BBC footage and reports on “The Hidden Hunger” in Ethiopia sway world opinion.

“That was in 1973, when I stumbled on a famine which had already claimed upwards of 100,000 lives but which the government had concealed from the outside world. The film of this holocaust, which I made with a team from the ITV programme This Week, ricocheted around the globe. It was the first 'television' catastrophe of its kind and it soon raised over $150 million - in today's money - which triggered a huge international relief operation. 

A few months later, The Unknown Famine, as we called our report, became a catalyst for the overthrow of the quasi-feudal regime of Haile Selassie. Crudely recut to include scenes of high life at the imperial palace and retitled The Hidden Hunger, our footage was used to devastating effect on Ethiopian television to soften up the Emperor's subjects for the military coup which brought Comrade - later President - Mengistu to power.”  Jonathan Dimbleby, Ethiopia Proves There Can Be Life After Death, http://observer.guardian.co.uk/worldview/story/0,,764433,00.html
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Death of Haile Selassie, The End of Empire 1974

The Nobel Prize winning economist, Amartya Sen, has written that no major famine has ever occurred in a functioning democracy.  In his view, free people who exercise control over their governments, will always assure that those governments act in the best interest of the population.  Furthermore, according to Sen, only corrupt, inefficient governments, acting in the cause of self-preservation, would allow the extreme maldistribution of resources that lead to famine.  In the early 1970s, drought struck Ethiopia, as it seems to have done in almost every recent decade.  Although this caused a decline in food production, the land should have been able to produce enough the feed the population, at least to the level of survival.  Instead, because of corruption within government, the maldistribution of food, wealth and other resources*, and the refusal of Haile Selassie and his government to admit their failures, widespread famine broke out.  The corrupt and cynical government of Ethiopia even went so far as to tax heavily shipments of emergency food, medicine and other relief supplies, and to block their delivery until the taxes were paid.  The BBC exposure of this tragic famine embarrassed Ethiopia’s government, and brought international pressure.

It has been argued that Haile Selassie and his government failed to perceive that a feudal system of government was not well suited to the 20th century.

The might and force of the empire was little more than a nostalgic dream at that point, not a comedy of courtly manners, but a tragedy of national scale.  Military officers with strong connections to the USSR slowly picked away at the imperial court of the elderly, and possibly senile Haile Selassie, arresting them one by one.  The government, the imperial court and the Emperor were powerless to resist.  Eventually, this committee of communist-leaning mid-level military officers and soldiers, the Derg, arrested Haile Selassie himself, and led the humiliated Emperor, the King of Kings, the Elect of God, the Conquering Lion of Judah away from his imperial palace in a humble Volkswagen.

The Emperor was held in house arrest for nearly a year.  Although his ultimate fate was kept secret for many years, it was finally revealed that he was killed at age 83, probably by suffocation, and buried in an unmarked grave beneath a palace stairway.  On 5 November 2000, years after the Communist Derg fell, the Emperor’s remains were exhumed from the palace, and reburied with full Imperial honors at Addis Ababa’s Trinity Cathedral.

The Emperor’s favored son and pretender to the throne died in exile.  Although many members of the royal family survived the purges of the Communist era that was to follow, and although many nostalgic Ethiopians today would be pleased to see the empire restored, the many social, political and economic changes that have occurred in Ethiopia since the fall of Haile Selassie make it extremely unlikely that line that extended from Solomon and the Queen of Sheba will ever be restored.

*For example:  In Imperial times, the emperor was the sole owner of all land within Ethiopia.  At his discretion, parcels were handed out to noblemen and military leaders as rewards.  Peasant farmers did not own the land that they worked.  This system was perpetuated by the Communist government that followed the fall of Haile Selassie.  The State assumed the role of the Emperor as the sole owner of all property.  To this day, long after the fall of the Communist Derg, peasant farmers do not own their land.  In times of plenty, farmers survive economically by eating what they grow, and selling their surpluses.  In times of famine, farmers and their families are forced to eat even their seed stock to survive.  Because they have no collateral – they don’t own their land, and have little material wealth – they cannot obtain loans or other forms of finance that would otherwise allow them to buy food, and to restart their farms when favorable conditions return.  Penniless, and without food, they simply flee or starve.
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· The Derg 1974 – 1991

Photo:  http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/33/051.html, attributed to the Associated Press.

“Derg” is the Amharic word for committee, the name used by the Ethiopian communist military regime to describe itself.  This is much like the Spanish word “Junta” or group, also used to describe collective authoritarian regimes in Latin America.

The revolutionary establishment of the Derg in 1974 and in the years that followed came to be known as The Red Terror for its extreme violence.  That violence was not restricted to enemies and opponents of its policies, who were sometimes summarily executed.  Even the meetings of the secretive Derg itself sometimes ended in bloodshed.  Eventually, Major Megistu Haile Mariam emerged as the leader of the Derg.

In keeping with Communist economic theory of central control of all economic activity by the state, the Derg moved quickly to nationalize many key industries, banking and insurance.  Many foreign-owned firms did not escape the wave of assertion of state control.

Among the most despised policies of the Derg, on its march toward the declaration of Ethiopia as a People’s Democratic Republic was the mass relocation of rural populations and the collectivization of agriculture.  Hundreds of thousands of families were forcibly relocated far from their region of origin into communities of mix ethnic and religious affiliation.  Ostensibly, this was part of the Communist Derg’s program to encourage unity among all Ethiopians.  In reality, it was a program to undermine traditional power structures and regional cohesiveness in favor of an all-powerful central state.

In urban areas, family homes were confiscated if they were deemed excessively large and bourgeois for their occupants.  The Derg declared that city dwellers would be allotted no more than 80 square meters (approx. 850 square feet) of living space per person.  Old family homes that exceeded that limit were requisitioned for Derg and party members.  Such were the regime’s intrusions into the daily lives of ordinary people, even those who were not overtly political.

The Derg rushed an ancient and traditional society into a doctrinaire Marxist – Leninist state far faster than society could adapt.  Their methods were violent, cruel and destructive.  The culture of fear by which the Derg maintained control only exacerbated Ethiopians’ existing tendency toward suspiciousness.  Since the members of the Derg and their agents and operatives kept their identities secret, one could never be sure to whom one was speaking.  Under the Derg, a slip of the tongue could cost an Ethiopian his life.  The Derg maintained a steady and appalling stream of political purges and extrajudicial executions throughout its brutal reign.

Curiously, for all its doctrinaire Marxist sloganeering and posturing, the Derg could not overcome the might of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.  So deeply ingrained was the influence of the Church that the Derg was forced to tolerate its continuation, in contradiction of the Marxist ideal of atheism (in which the all-powerful state would serve as a substitute).  Other religions were less well tolerated, particularly “foreign” religions brought to Ethiopia by missionaries.  Many adherents to European Christian denominations were severely persecuted.
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Cultural Insight: Authority

· Decision making power rested in the hands of very few

· Emperor (3000 years)

· Derg & Communist Party (1974 – 1991)

· Ordinary workers fearful of making decisions, of taking  responsibility

· Go along to get along

· The Derg fell from power only in 1991

· Half of today’s population lived under Derg’s rule of terror

· Reluctance to anger higher authorities persists

· Particularly middle-aged and older Ethiopians

· Experienced the Derg, also Emperor’s absolute rule

· Result: Still extremely difficult to get things done quickly

Cultural Insight:  The extreme concentration of power in the Derg and in the Communist Party (in contradiction of the egalitarian ideals of socialism) led to a strict hierarchical structure that extended across all aspects of life.  Like the Russian Communists who replaced the Czar, or the Chinese Communists who replaced the Emperor, the Ethiopian Communists took advantage of the political culture of absolute rule that existed before their arrival, and perpetuated it.  Decision making power rested in the hands of very few.  Ordinary workers became fearful of making decisions that might anger their superiors, and of making decisions for which they might have to take responsibility.  A widespread attitude developed in which those who were not in power went along to get along.  The Derg fell from power in 1991, only 15 years before this lesson was written.  Thus, approximately half the population of Ethiopia today was born before the fall of the Derg, and lived under their rule of terror.  That reluctance to anger higher authorities, or to take responsibility for decisions, persists in Ethiopian culture, particularly among middle-aged and older Ethiopians, who experienced not only the Derg, but also the absolute authority of the Emperor.  As a result, it remains extremely difficult to get things done quickly in Ethiopia.
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War with Somalia 1977

Photos:  www.acig.org

In the Soviet Union’s eagerness to dominate the Horn of Africa, and thereby, one of the world’s major chokepoints for the flow of Middle East oil*, they did not appreciate the depth of rivalry and open hostility between the nations there.  Somalia was the first to fall into the Soviet fold, shortly after the assumption of power by Siad Barre in 1969.  Although the political orientation of the Ethiopian Derg was clearly socialist, they were slow to sever the military relationship with the U.S. that had been established under Haile Selassie.  Indeed, as late as 1976, the U.S. was still delivering fighter jets that had been promised to Haile Selassie.  However, when the Soviet’s called in Cuba’s Fidel Castro to mediate in the growing hostility between the two client states of Somalia and Ethiopia, he came away discouraged by their tendency toward nationalism first, socialism second.

The extreme violence of the Ethiopian Derg brought unwelcome international attention to the regime.  Furthermore, Mengistu Haile Mariam proved to be a headstrong and difficult client for the Soviets to control.  Perhaps for these reasons, the Soviets gave greater preference to Siad Barre and Somalia, and might have encouraged Somalia to act on its nationalistic ambitions, and to attack Ethiopia in the summer of 1977.  At the time, there were some 4,000 Soviet military advisors in Somalia, and some 100 Cuban military advisors in Ethiopia.  Later, when a groundswell of Ethiopian nationalistic pride turned the tide of battle against the advancing Somalis, who by that time had overrun the Ogaden, parts of Bale (“ba-lay”) Province, and the strategically important eastern city of Jijiga, the Soviets sent a large number of Soviet and Cuban advisors, and large quantities of materiel to Ethiopia.  At the same time, the Soviets did not diminish their support for Somalia.  Angered by the Soviets’ shifting alliances, Somalia eventually expelled its Soviet advisors.

Despite internal conflicts with the three ethnic armies that opposed the Derg (see the next slide), the sudden shift of Soviet favor from Somalia to Ethiopia turned the tide of the war decisively.  The Somalis were expelled from Ethiopia by March 1978.

The Soviets’ motivations in this war are as confusing as their actions.  It may be that they sought to take advantage of the existing nationalistic rivalries, to let the two clients slug it out between them, so that they could eventually side with the strongest, the most loyal, or the most pliant.  Both Siad Barre’s regime and the Derg would survive until 1991, about the same time that the Soviet Union ceased to exist.

*On the far banks of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, southern Yemen had become the People’s Republic of South Yemen in 1967, then the more extremely Marxist People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen in 1969.
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· EPLF, TPLF, OPLF; War & Famine 1980s

Photo:  http://www.cbc.ca/news/background/ethiopia/

Of the three ethnic armies that rose in opposition to the murderous Derg, the Eritrean People’s Liberation Front had the deepest roots.  The EPLF’s 30 year struggle always had as its primary goal the independence of Eritrea.

In 1941, during World War II, Eritrea was captured by the British.  Britain’s occupation of Eritrea lasted nearly ten years, and in 1949 administered the small region as a UN trust territory.  In 1950 the United Nations decided that Eritrea was to be made independent as a federated part of Ethiopia, this decision becoming effective in 1952.

In late 1962 the Eritrean assembly voted to end the federal status and unify Eritrea with Ethiopia, not a popular opinion amongst the Eritrean citizens.  Those who opposed this new union (that Ethiopia had long demanded based on ethnic affinity) began small scale and sporadic guerilla warfare against Ethiopia.  From these small pockets of militias the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) was founded.  Considered by the world community as an insurgency, the ELF gained little to no support from the outside.  As a result it found itself depending on its own resourcefulness to wage this war.

Disagreements between ELF leadership about tactics, strategy, and a strong angst between religious practices and beliefs between the Orthodox Christians and Muslim members, created a void between members.  These irreconcilable differences resulted in the fragmentation of the ELF and the founding of the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front (EPLF) in 1972.  The ELF and EPLF found themselves drenched in civil war for the next two years as each vied for dominance.  The EPLF, steeped in a Marxist ideology, would eventually find itself victorious as more and more ELF members were forced to flee into neighboring Sudan.  Even as they fought one another for the Alpha position, both groups continued their battle against Ethiopia for independence.  

After Emperor Haile Selassie’s overthrow in a military coup in 1974, the ELF and EPLF united against the Ethiopian forces.   Soon they were joined by two other ethnic armies, the Tigrayans and the Oromos, who formed the Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front, and the Ormomo People’s Liberation Front respectively.  All three of these ethnic armies shared a socialist political outlook, as did the Derg in Addis Ababa, though their distinct political constituencies and goals prevented them from uniting beyond their opposition to a common enemy.

The Tigrayans shared a common language (Tigringna, pronounced “ti-grin-ya” with the “gn” as in “lasagna”) with their neighbors to the north, the Eritreans, but their political goals were different:  The Tigrayans had long been rivals of the Amharas for power and influence in Ethiopia.  The Eritreans, on the other hand, viewed themselves as separate and distinct from Ethiopia, owing to the extensive influence of Italian colonization, and its effects on Eritrean economic development and political culture.  Thus, the two ethnic armies could unite to oppose a common enemy, the Communist Derg in Addis Ababa, but their distinct goals did not allow them to merge.

The Ormomos, on the other hand, were very different.  As the largest ethnic group in Ethiopia, both in numbers and in the extent of their homelands, the Oromos are also the most diverse.  This diversity encompasses highland and lowland, Christianity and Islam, and many different political stripes.  The Oromo language (Oromifa) is unrelated to those of Eritrea, Tigray, and the traditional power in Ethiopia, the Amhara.  Thus, if Oromos felt a common, unifying feeling, perhaps it was nothing other than having long suffered at the hands of the smaller, elite groups who excluded the Oromo from power.  Furthermore, eastern Oromos might have been influenced by infiltrators from the newly established Communist regime in Somalia who had been instigating for the reunification of “Greater Somalia,” to include lands inhabited by their kin, the Oromos.
In the end, the Eritreans gained independence.  The Tigrayans wrested control of government from the traditional Amhara base.  And the Oromo, because of their divisiveness, and lack of a coherent, unified political stand, were cut out of power yet again.

In 1984 – 1985, in the midst of the long war against the Communist Derg, Ethiopia again suffered a severe drought, as has happened at least once a decade in the past four decades or more.  Even in times of peace, the political and economic structures in place in Ethiopia had proven inadequate to deal with drought, as the experience of 1974 had shown.  Now, under a cruel authoritarian regime that emphasized central control, and under a regime fighting a civil war against three major ethnic armies, the drought produced famine on an even greater scale.  The international community intervened to stem the tide of human suffering, but the Derg proved to be a difficult partner.  As the neighboring Sudanese government had discovered in the course of fighting its own civil war, food and relief supplies could be manipulated to maintain central authority.  Furthermore, restriction of food and relief supplies could be used as a weapon against the state’s enemies, whether combatants, supporters or sympathizers.  The maldistribution of food and relief aid and the violence of the war itself forced many Ethiopians to flee the country as refugees.  Many went to Sudan, where they were accepted, if not welcomed.  Many military-aged males (MAMs) also fled into Sudan, one infamously in his MiG fighter jet, in order to avoid conscription either by the Derg or by the ethnic armies.  During this period, many Ethiopian (and Eritrean) refugees were eventually resettled in the United States, where they have become citizens.
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· 28 May 1991:  Redistribution of Power

Photo:  Defense Link

When Addis Ababa fell to the three ethnic armies on 28 May 1991, the Eritreans gained de facto independence.  This was later confirmed by a UN-sponsored referendum in May 1993.  The Tigrayans wrested control of government from the traditional Amhara base.  And the Oromo, because of their divisiveness, and lack of a coherent, unified political stand, were cut out of power yet again.

The official name of the newly constituted Ethiopia, after the fall of the empire, and after the fall of the Communist Derg, is:  Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.  This is only a slight change from the name that Ethiopia bore under the Communist regime, People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.  So, too, are the political views of the currently leadership of Ethiopia only a modification of those of the former Communist regime.  In the 1980s, while the current prime minister, Meles Zenawi, was chairman of both the TPLF (Tigrayan People’s Liberation Front) and the EPRDF (Ethiopian Peoples’ Revolutionary Democratic Front), he wrote a tract that stated, in part, “...In these days where Imperialism has dominated the world, the colonialism question can not be addressed separate from the Imperialist's need for capital investment and search for raw materials. While the Ethiopian ruling class has benefited politically and economically from its occupation of Eritrea, the most beneficiary is American Imperialism....”  The rule of the EPRDF under Meles Zenawi has tended toward strong central control, violent repression of political opposition, censorship of opposition web sites (http://www.rsf.org/article.php3?id_article=17783), and a virtual one-state system under which they have ruled for 15 years.  Meles Zenawi and the EPRDF are a vast improvement over the murderous former Marxist Derg of Mengistu Haile Mariam, and they have toned down their socialist rhetoric since coming into power, but their actions and policies still demonstrate their socialist outlook.
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Eritrean Independence 1993

Nominal independence from 28 May 1991.  Independence later affirmed and recognized after a UN-sponsored referendum in 1993.

Initially, good relations with Ethiopia:  Common (Ethiopian) currency, treaty to allow Ethiopia free access to the ports of Massawa and Assab.  Easy movement of people and goods across the border between the two countries.

Ethiopians, however, never fully accepted the independence of Eritrea, which many of them viewed as a wayward province.  In the minds of many Ethiopians, Eritreans were sure to return to the fold, and would rejoin Ethiopia as a province, after their experiment with independence.

The Eritrean government under Isayas Afeworki has tended toward strong central control, violent repression of political opposition, censorship, a belligerent attitude toward neighboring states (conflicts with both Yemen and Ethiopia) and a one-state system under which they have ruled for 15 years.  Political arrests, repression and censorship have been more blatant in Eritrea than in Ethiopia.  Isayas Afeworki has toned down his socialist rhetoric since coming into power, though less than Ethiopia’s Meles Zenawi, but his actions and policies still demonstrate his socialist outlook.
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New Federal States
· The new government abandoned the traditional provinces

· Ethnically defined states

· Federal system

· The Federation:

· Area: 1.1 million km2


  426,371 mi2; twice Texas

· Population: 73 million

The EPRDF government abandoned the traditional provinces for ethnically defined states in a federal system.

Addis Ababa is not part of the Oromiya National Regional State, but is a federally chartered city, as is Dire Dawa in the east.  The ancient city-state of Harar is an autonomous state, Ethiopia’s ninth.

Technically, each ethnic state is known as a national regional state, e.g., The Somali National Regional State.  Such names are intended to recognized the national identity of the majority ethnic group within each regional state.  The full name of the ethnically diverse Southern State is:  The Southern Nations’, Nationalities’ and Peoples’ Regional State (SNNPRS).

As Americans, we too often confuse the meanings of country, nation, state, federal and national.  To be clear:

Country:  An area of land that has some unifying characteristic, whether geographic or political.

Nation:  A cohesive assembly of people who share a common element of identity.

State:  A political entity that has authority in, and governs a country, and one or more nations of people.

Federal:  A system in which several autonomous or semi-autonomous states unite or confederate under an overarching central government.

National:  Strictly, pertaining to a nation of people.  More loosely, pertaining to the state or federal government.

Thus, the official name of the newly constituted Ethiopia, after the fall of the empire, and after the fall of the Communist Derg, is:  Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.  This is only a slight change from the name that Ethiopia bore under the Communist regime, People’s Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.  
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· War with Eritrea ‘98-’00; UN Demarcation Commission; Continuing Conflict

After Eritrea’s official independence on 24 Mar 1993, the future looked very bright.  Some outsider’s even considered Eritrea’s direction to be one that would create an African utopia for other countries to strive towards.  With a new president elected, an interim constitution in effect, and a flag to call their own, the morale of the country was extremely high.  Eritrea even managed to maintain economic ties to Ethiopia, allowing that country to continue to use the coastal ports for trade and business.  But in late 1997 the Eritrean government introduced a new currency, the “nakfa” that replaced the Ethiopian “birr”.  Perhaps it could be said that the cold harsh reality of Eritrea’s permanent separation from Ethiopia finally hit home for the Ethiopians.  The new currency added a burden to cross-border trade.  Soon the ports were placed off limits to Ethiopian shipping, and in May 1998 fighting erupted between the two nations after each accused the other of invading territories that each claimed belonged to them.  This new war would last until April 2000, when both sides finally agreed to accept and implement OAU (Organization of African Unity, now called the African Union) peace proposals.  Casualties on both sides of this conflict came to some 20,000 men.

In April 2002 border disputes stemming from the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia were finally settled by a Hague court ruling demarcating the 1000 km border.  With both countries claiming victory over these disputed lands, they each agreed to comply with whatever ruling the Hague court delivered.  This ruling included a 25 km buffer zone that UN troops would patrol.  Ethiopia was infuriated by the ruling giving the border town of Badme to Eritrea.  Ethiopia refused to implement such a ruling.  Seeing an unwillingness of the demarcation commission to force Ethiopia to abide by the agreement, Eritrea responded by banning all UN helicopter flights and vehicle movements at night on its side of the buffer zone.

Four years of drought led to a food crisis in Eritrea by 2002, requiring substantial international assistance, and conditions have not improved significantly since then.  This new requirement has not done well to support the Eritrean governments stand against the international community for their unsupportive roles in the border dispute.  Eritrean President Isayas Afwerki has made matters more difficult by adding harsh policies for non-governmental organizations (NGO’s) and aid organizations to operate in the country.

Tensions with Ethiopia again escalated in 2005 as both nations bolstered their forces along the disputed border.  Eritrea was frustrated with lack of progress on the border issue and restricted UN peacekeepers movements in October 2005.  In November 2005, the United Nations called for Eritrea and Ethiopia to reduce their forces along the border and for Eritrea to end restrictions on UN forces.  The UN expressed concern over Ethiopia's failure to finalize the border and sanctions were threatened for both countries should they exercise policies of noncompliance. Eritrea rejected the ultimatum and in December 2005 forced UN forces from the United States, Canada, Europe, and Russia to withdraw.  That same month a Permanent Court of Arbitration claims commission ruled that Eritrea had violated international law in attacking Ethiopia.  They went on to rule that Ethiopia was entitled to compensation.  In March 2006 Eritrea, apparently as a result of its continuing frustration with the border situation and the international community's response, expelled a number of foreign aid organizations despite the country's need for food aid.

Most recently, in October 2006, Eritrea mobilized 1,500 Soldiers and 14 tanks to the buffer zone under the pretense of a “crop harvesting” mission.  This provocative move stimulated this response from Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General: “This development constitutes a major breach of the ceasefire and the integrity of the TSZ.  It could seriously jeopardize the peace process and undermine the Algiers agreements between Ethiopia and Eritrea, with potential consequences for the wider region.“

The land over which the war was fought, and over which tensions continue, is by and large worthless.  The greatest motivating factor in this conflict is pride.
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· Lingering Internal Divisions

The inequitable distribution of power at the end of the civil war against the Communist Derg set the stage for continuing conflict.  Although some of Ethiopia’s Muslims might feel much put-upon by millennia of Christian domination, much of the continuing rebel activity tends to be based on regionalism and ethnicity, not on religion per se, though often in Ethiopia, these aspects of identity can be synonymous.

The Ogaden National Liberation Front 
In October 1997 heavy clashes in the Ogaden area took the lives of 40 people. The Ogaden National Liberation Front are fighting for the independence of the Ogaden area in eastern Ethiopia. Kidnapping has also become a common way for the movement to get attention to its cause. Tourists and aid workers have been kidnapped in the area. 
On 24 April 2007, armed members of the Ogaden National Liberation Front attacked a Chinese-operated oil facility in the Ogaden, approximately 120 km (75 mi) southeast of Jijiga, the regional state capital.  As many as 75 people were killed in the attack, including 9 Chinese.  Another five or six Chinese were taken prisoner by the ONLF, though they were later all released unharmed.  The ONLF claimed that the attack was motivated by their lack of involvement in the agreement between the central government in Addis Ababa and the Chinese.  The ONLF does not recognize Addis Ababa’s sovereignty over their region.  (http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6588055.stm)


The Oromo Liberation Front 
In January 1999 Kenya accused Ethiopian troops of incursion on Kenyan territory, in which the Ethiopian troops were accused of pursuing rebel militiamen of The Oromo Liberation Front.  Kenya placed security troops along the border.  The Oromo Liberation Front is fighting for independence in the south of Ethiopia. 


Four months later, in May 1999, Kenya again sent troops to the area, since 10 people had been killed by mines on Kenyan territory close to the border.  Ethiopia denied having anything to do with it, and accuse Oromo Liberation Front.  (http://www.jmk.su.se/global99/conflicts/africa/ethiopia.htm)

The ideals expressed by groups like the Ogaden National Liberation Front may involve independence for Ogaden, or reuniting “Greater Somalia.”  One must also bear in mind the fact that reserves of natural gas (24.92 billion cu m, est. 1 January 2002) and petroleum (214,000 bbl 1 January 2002), were recently discovered under the Ogaden Desert.  These reserves have only been exploited since 1998 when a Chinese petroleum company drilled eight gas wells.  The Chinese began work on a petroleum facility in 2006.  That facility came under attack by the Ogaden National Liberation Front on 24 April 2007.
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· External Relations & Conflicts

Exports - partners:    
Saudi Arabia 6.9%, Djibouti 6.8%, Switzerland 6.4%, Italy 5.9%, US 5.5%, Netherlands 4.2% (2005) 

Imports - partners:    
Saudi Arabia 14.7%, China 12.6%, US 12.4%, **COUNTRY** 9.6%, India 6.7%, Italy 4.6% (2005) 

(https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#Econ, including the “**COUNTRY**” error, above.)

The relationship with Eritrea to the north remain hostile and tense.  The dispute over the boundary between the two countries remains a sore point, with each side nursing its wounded pride.

With access to the Eritrean ports of Missawa and Assab now cut off, the road and rail links to the Red Sea via Djibouti, Ethiopia’s tiny eastern neighbor, have become all the more important.  Apart from those links, Ethiopia, since the loss of Eritrea, is landlocked.

Somalia, Ethiopia’s neighbor to the east, has done without the effective control of a central government since the fall of Siad Barre in 1991.  Ethiopia was not displeased by the resulting chaos in Somalia.  In fact, Somali warlords favored by Ethiopia often met in Addis Ababa as guests of the Ethiopian government.  Ethiopian policy makers seemed to believe that having chaos on their eastern border was preferable to having an organized adversary.  This attitude changed after 11 September 2001, when it became clear to Ethiopia that Somalia could become a potential breeding ground for radical, militant Islamists who would have little trouble infiltrating Ethiopia’s porous eastern border.  Ethiopia has cooperated with the U.S. in GWOT.  In June 2006, the militias of the Union of Islamic Courts captured Mogadishu, capital of Somalia, by defeating the warlords who Ethiopia and the U.S. had supported.  In response, Ethiopia sent military units into Somalia to help defend the Somali Transitional Federal Government.  Now Ethiopia’s policy seems to be that it may be better to have an organized adversary – or a government that it can influence or possibly control – on its eastern border than a radical Islamist regime.  At first, Ethiopia denied the presence of its troops in Somalia, but by September 2006, Ethiopia had acknowledged their presence.

During the civil wars in both Ethiopia and Sudan, Ethiopia’s western neighbor, people, materiel and ideologies moved with considerable freedom across the border.  Refugees moved from one country to the other, though the majority fled from Ethiopia to Sudan.  One famous case in the reverse was the movement of the “Lost Boys of Sudan,” a vast troop of southern Sudanese orphans, into Ethiopia.  Many of those Lost Boys have since been resettled in the U.S.  Sudanese rebel movements established headquarters, sometimes quite openly, in Ethiopia, particularly in Asmara, capital of Eritrea (until 1991, under Ethiopian control).  These included both southern and eastern Sudanese rebel movements.  Although Ethiopia’s current government includes a fair representation of Ethiopia’s Muslim population, Sudan’s Islamist orientation, and the avowed aim of its Islamist leader, Hassan al-Tourabi (now out of power) to unite the Horn of Africa in a borderless Islamic state are clearly perceived as threats in Addis Ababa.  Sudan routinely accuses Ethiopia (and Eritrea) of abetting its eastern rebels; Ethiopia (and Eritrea) routinely accuse Sudan of supporting Islamist radicals in Ethiopia (and Eritrea).  Ethiopia and Egypt accused the Islamist government of Sudan of backing the failed attempt to assassinate Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak in Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia, in June 1995.
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Recent US military activities in Ethiopia

Hearts and minds campaign for GWOT

Training Ethiopian personnel

Construction of wells, clinics, schools

Covert?

	
	
	Slide 58

Current Conditions
· Government

Democratic Federal Republic

  9 Ethnic States

Prime Minister:

  Meles Zenawi (since ’91)

Ruling Party:

  EPRDF (since ’91)

Last Election:

  May 2005; afterward, students, journalists and opposition politicians arrested.

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#Govt
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=50954
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=50940
http://www.irinnews.org/report.asp?ReportID=51214
Political background
On May 15, 2005, the first openly contested elections in Ethiopia’s history were held, with some 35 parties vying for seats.  The pre-election period saw open and unprecedented public debates between the ruling party and the opposition parties.  On election day, voting was remarkably peaceful, according to international observers, and voter participation was high.  However, the aftermath of the elections has demonstrated the fragility of the democratization process.  Allegations of voting irregularities triggered protests in Addis in early June, in defiance of a government ban on demonstrations.  These demonstrations resulted in mass arrests, and international media reported an estimated 36 deaths as security forces intervened to halt the protests.  To address allegations of voting irregularities, the National Election Board investigated complaints in 140 constituencies, and elections were re-run at several voting stations.  The final results showed a victory for the ruling Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), though the opposition carried 175 of 547 seats in Parliament (compared to 14 previously), and gained control of the Addis Ababa city administration.  (http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/ETHIOPIAEXTN/0,,menuPK:295939~pagePK:141132~piPK:141107~theSitePK:295930,00.html)
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Current Conditions
· Economy

GDP: $9 billion (2005 est)

Population: 75 million

GDP per capita: $115

GDP (Labor) by sector:

  Agriculture: 40.1% (80%)

  Industry: 12.7% (8%)

  Services: 47.2% (12%)

Land Area: 1.1 million km2 Nearly twice Texas

Arable:  11%

Permanent Crops: 0.75%

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#Econ
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/ETHIOPIAEXTN/0,,menuPK:295939~pagePK:141132~piPK:141107~theSitePK:295930,00.html
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Current Conditions
Population

Population: 73 million

Pop. Growth Rate: 2.36%

Median Age: 17.75 yrs.

Life Expectancy: 48.8 yrs.

Literacy Rate:  42.7%

Religion

  Orthodox Christian: 40%

  Sunni Muslim: 50%

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#People
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Current Conditions
Infrastructure & Communications

Roadways: 33,856 km

  Paved: 4,367 km

Railways: 1 (from Djibouti)

  Length: 681 km

Airports: 14 paved

  Over 3047 m: 3

Telephone

  Land-line: 435,000

  1 phone per 168 persons

  Cellular: 97,800

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#Comm
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#Trans
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Current Conditions
· Int’nat’l Relations

Site of more embassies than any other capital in Africa.

Headquarters of UN-ECA, African Union.

Recipient of $1.9 billion in foreign aid annually.

  $700 million emergency

  $1.2 billion development

Approx. 33% of gov’t budget in aid from foreign donors.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/AFRICAEXT/ETHIOPIAEXTN/0,,contentMDK:20771817~menuPK:295935~pagePK:141137~piPK:141127~theSitePK:295930,00.html
UN-ECA:  The United Nations Economic Commission for Africa.  In effect, the headquarters of the UN in Africa.  Seat of UN agencies serving Ethiopia, as well as the premier facility for diplomatic discussion and debate on the continent..

African Union (AU):  Successor to the former Organization of African Unity (OAU), also headquartered from its inception in Addis Ababa.  Notably, the AU has sent a peacekeeping force to Darfur, Sudan, though that force proved to be largely ineffective at halting the violence there.
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Current Conditions
Health, AIDS, FGM

Infectious Disease Risk:

  Very High

AIDS Prevalence: 4.4%

  1.5 million HIV Positive

FGM Prevalence: 80%

Human Development Index (HDI): 0.367

  170th of 177 countries

  USA HDI:  0.955 (10th)

Doctors per 100k pop.:  3

  USA: 549

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html#People
http://hdr.undp.org/statistics/data/indicators.cfm?x=1&y=1&z=1
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ethiopia_statistics.html
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Summary

Ancient History

Geography & Climate

Ethnicity & Languages

Customs & Traditions

Religion

Modern History & Politics

Current Conditions
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Questions?

Photo: www.mahder.com
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Ethiopia References

Tannenbaum, David, An Ethiopian Album: A Photographic Journey Through Nature and Culture, to be published.

Henze, Paul B., Layers of Time: A History of Ethiopia, Hurst & Co., London, 2000.

Mokhtar, G. (ed.), General History of Africa:  II Ancient Civilizations of Africa, James Currey, University of California Press & UNESCO, 1990.

Moorehead, Alan, The Blue Nile, Harper & Row, 1962.

www.irin.org 

www.imf.org 

www.worldbank.org 

http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/et.html 
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Final Assessment

Ethiopia is known today for poverty and famine, yet it was once a great empire.

How did this transformation come about?

How does this affect the outlook of Ethiopians today?

Make use of the handout.

Write one paragraph addressing each question.

Note for the Instructor:  See the grading rubric included with this presentation in the TSP.

	PRACTICAL EXERCISES
	Time
	0.8 hr.

	
	Special Instructions
	Student checks are to be conducted as group question and answer, or group discussion activities.  The final assessment should be written by each student individually.

	
	Resources
	See previous description

	
	Introduction
	See previous description

	
	Instructional Lead-in
	See previous description

	
	Method of Instruction
	Large Group Instruction


	
	Technique of delivery
	Lecture
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