
Ethiopia:
Final Assessment Rubric

Essay Question:

Ethiopia is known today for poverty and famine, yet it was once a great empire.

How did this transformation come about?

How does this affect the outlook of Ethiopians today?

Make use of the handout.

Write one paragraph addressing each question.

Rubric:

How did this transformation come about?  (50 points, broken down as follows).  The instructor is urged to use his judgment and discretion in awarding points to well-reasoned, well-written essays.  The following paragraphs are much more detailed than the student is expected to write, but they cover the topics that the student should address.
The very antiquity of Ethiopian culture is at once a great source of strength, and a great hindrance to Ethiopian society.  Ethiopian culture is very much oriented toward the past, toward a golden era.  In decline, beginning even as early as the 7th century with the rise of Islam, their focus turned toward preserving the ways of the past, when Ethiopia was more powerful.  Thus, for nearly a millennium, they turned their backs on social, cultural, economic and technological developments occurring in the rest of the world, and focused primarily on internal concerns.  In effect, the world passed by Ethiopia while the Ethiopians occupied themselves with maintaining their old ways.  Even as late as the 20th century, Emperor Haile Selassie failed to perceive that a feudal system of government was no longer suited to the times.   (14 points)

Ethiopia is unique in many regards among African nations.  Its culture has survived through three millennia.  Ethiopia’s imperial line traces its origin to the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon.  Although the country was occupied by Fascist Italy during World War II, Ethiopia alone in all Africa was never colonized by a foreign nation.  (6 points)
The decline of ancient Ethiopia started with the rise of Islam on the far bank of the Red Sea, though not through direct conflict.  Instead, the rise of Islam led to the fall of Ethiopia through the shift of control of major trade routes to Muslims in Arabia. (6 points)
Ethiopia’s long preoccupation with internal conflicts, rivalries and power struggles, with hostile neighbors, and the general disengagement with the outside world brought about a long, slow and profound decline in Ethiopia’s standing among the great powers of the world. (6 points)
Through the 16th and 17th century, the emperors of Ethiopia had important contacts with Europeans, especially with Portuguese Jesuits.  At the same time, Ethiopia had to deal with the expansionist ambitions of the Turks and Egyptians.  However, Ethiopia’s reengagement with the wider world in the 1869 Battle of Magdala was disastrous.  (6 points)
Only 27 years later in 1896, the Battle of Adwa demonstrated that Ethiopia was a regional power to be reckoned with.  Italy eventually conceded to Ethiopia’s demands, and was forced to cede a great portion of its Somali colony, the Ogaden Desert, to Ethiopia.  (6 points)
Now, some 100 years after Menelik’s success at the Battle of Adwa, Ethiopia still has a tremendous amount of catching-up to do in the realms of politics and social, economic and technological development.  (6 points)
How does this affect the outlook of Ethiopians today?  (50 points, broken down as follows).  The instructor is urged to use his judgment and discretion in awarding points to well-reasoned, well-written essays.  The following paragraphs are much more detailed than the student is expected to write, but they cover the topics that the student should address.
Modern Ethiopians are a difficult people to stereotype.  Nevertheless, they have the reputation of being a difficult society to deal with.  The source of that difficulty is their pride, and the source of that pride is their history.  (20 points)
This first significant contact with Western Europe, the arrival of Portuguese Jesuits, did much to sour Ethiopians’ impression of westerners:  The Portuguese sought to convert their emperor to Roman Catholicism, and succeeded.  This may be the origin of the suspicion that many Ethiopians have of westerners, and of foreigners in general, to this day.  The origin of that suspicion may be questionable; that it exists is undeniable, and is experienced in one form or another by virtually all foreigners in the country.  The colonization of all Ethiopia’s African neighbors by Europeans in the 19th and 20th centuries, and Italy’s invasion of Ethiopia during WWII only deepened that mistrust.  (10 points)
In the 1970s and 1980s, the Communist Derg rushed an ancient and traditional society into a doctrinaire Marxist – Leninist state far faster than society could adapt.  The culture of fear by which the Derg maintained control only exacerbated Ethiopians’ existing tendency toward suspiciousness.  Since the members of the Derg and their agents kept their identities secret, one could never be sure to whom one was speaking.  Under the Derg, a slip of the tongue could cost an Ethiopian his life.  The Derg maintained a steady and appalling stream of political purges and extrajudicial executions throughout its brutal reign.  Because of the survival strategies that they adopted during the reign of the Derg, many older Ethiopians remain reluctant to make and act on a decision.  (10 points)
Ethiopians’ pride is evident in their affinity for the Solomonic Dynasty; in the maintenance of the ancient ways of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church; in the worldwide success of their national drink, coffee; in the worldwide success of their Olympic runners; and in the nationalistic spirit with which they have gone to war with Eritrea and Somalia.  (10 points)
Minimum Passing Score:  70 points
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