
What I need to facilitate the ASAT process:

	Main area or fields (tabs)
	Need
	Description

	INTRODUCTION
	Time
	0.1

	
	Method of Instruction
	Lecture


	
	Technique of delivery
	Small Group Instruction


	
	Motivator
	The Horn of Africa is wrought with war, famine, drought, and disease at levels unique to most of the globe.  Eritrea is not unfamiliar with these issues having only recently (1993) won their independence from Ethiopia after thirty years of fighting.  In an attempt to stand up an African utopia that would be the envy of an entire continent, Eritrea still struggles from within.  It’s demons are no longer the occupying forces that have been present for over a century, but the blame for social and economic woes now lays directly on its own shoulders.  
As we observe the African continent being fought over for dominance by Islamic factions, Chinese groups, and western countries with vital interests in these haggard countries, the possibility of a U.S. presence grows.  
But what of the people, the cultures, and the human quality that will determine the long term results of any intervention?  As have been the lessons of Iraq and Afghanistan, understanding the nuances of the civilizations inhabiting these lands is crucial to mission success.  Ignoring the buttons that turn the native beneficiaries on and off will eventually lead to a people searching for another oasis of hope.  Sometimes that new oasis ferments into insurgencies that add an unwanted spice into an already complicated recipe.

The first lines of perception are the very foot Soldiers that will be injected into these countries to assist with their struggles.  They will be the most common and most familiar ambassadors to any nations cause.  Without base line knowledge of human nature, specifically how it applies to the country they intend to help, failure is sure to follow.

Today we will attempt to fill in those gaps of knowledge for the country of Eritrea.


	
	Instructional Lead-in
	In the “What is Culture” class we broke down the components of values, beliefs, behaviors, and norms (VBBN).  In “American Culture” we analyzed the peculiarities of our own culture to be used as a point of reference when analyzing another culture.  During this class we will use that knowledge to help us understand the very unique ways of the Eritrean people, their social structures, and their government systems.


	
	Evaluation
	Checks on learning, Written exam (multiple choice)

	SUMMARY
	Method of Instruction
	Lecture

	
	Technique of delivery
	Small Group Instruction


	
	“Summary”
	Over the course of the last two hours we’ve examined the history, government, and culture of the people of Eritrea.  While considering Eritrea’s most recent history there may be a feeling of hope, perhaps compassion, even a slight twang of excitement for a country that has so successfully overcome the odds to claim their autonomy.  Be aware, however, that struggling nations during times as trying as our post 9-11 world do not always find their way.  Eritrea, through corruption and an internal arrogance, may be swooped into the quagmire of today’s global struggle.  Which way this tree falls depends both on its predisposition, and how hard it’s being pushed from one side or another.  If we place boots on Eritrean grounds do not fool yourself into believing that you have no influence on this direction of this fall.  It is your understanding of culture and human nature that will determine the significance of your efforts.


	
	Time
	0.1

	Instructional Guidance

	Free text
	Note:  All photos within this lesson that bear the copyrights of Hans van der Splinter are used with permission.  One-time use rights are granted.  These photos may be distributed within copies of this lesson, whether in print, on recorded media, in web pages or via Internet transmission.  However, these photos may not be extracted from this lesson for use, reproduction or distribution elsewhere.

Photos obtained from US Government web sites are either in the public domain, or are copyrighted by the US Government, to which this Power Point presentation also belongs.

Other photos, although credited to the web sites from which they were obtained, are historic photos.   Without doubt, these photographs are not copyrighted.

Note to the instructor:  The number of slides in this presentation does not reflect the length of the lecture.  Many slides repeat the same information, with different aspects highlighted and with different photos to illustrate what is highlighted.  The slides present little information of substance; they are intended only to be a visual aide in support of your lecture.  The notes that accompany each slide are intended to assist you in preparing your lecture.  In some cases, those notes are very extensive; in some cases, less so.  The length and complexity of the lecture that you give your class is up to you.  Your decision should be based on the rank, educational level, MOSs and mission of your class.

Giving this class in its current format takes two hours and is the basis for this lesson plan template.

	TLO (Main body)
	TLO’s!!

(No ELO’s)
	Without references, identify the major factors defining Eritrean culture.


	
	Time of Instruction
	1.8 hours

	
	
	

	
	
	

	PRACTICAL EXERCISES
	Time
	0.2 hours

	
	Special Instructions
	The exam is multiple choice.  

	
	Resources
	Pen or pencil

	
	Introduction
	The following PE is a short, 12 question, multiple choice exam aimed at ensuring you have gained an adequate knowledge on the subject matter.  You must answer 11 out of the 12 questions in order to achieve a “Go”.

	
	Instructional Lead-in
	

	
	Method of Instruction
	

	
	Technique of delivery
	


INSTRUCTOR NOTES FOR ERITREA

SLIDE 1:  TITLE PAGE
The Horn of Africa is wrought with war, famine, drought, and disease at levels unique to most of the globe.  Eritrea is not unfamiliar with these issues having only recently (1993) won their independence from Ethiopia after thirty years of fighting.  In an attempt to stand up an African utopia that would be the envy of an entire continent, Eritrea still struggles from within.  It’s demons are no longer the occupying forces that have been present for over a century, but the blame for social and economic woes now lays directly on its own shoulders.  

As we observe the African continent being fought over for dominance by Islamic factions, Chinese groups, and western countries with vital interests in these haggard countries, the possibility of a U.S. presence grows.  

But what of the people, the cultures, and the human quality that will determine the long term results of any intervention?  As have been the lessons of Iraq and Afghanistan, understanding the nuances of the civilizations inhabiting these lands is crucial to mission success.  Ignoring the buttons that turn the native beneficiaries on and off will eventually lead to a people searching for another oasis of hope.  Sometimes that new oasis ferments into insurgencies that add an unwanted spice into an already complicated recipe.

The first lines of perception are the very foot Soldiers that will be injected into these countries to assist with their struggles.  They will be the most common and most familiar ambassadors to any nations cause.  Without base line knowledge of human nature, specifically how it applies to the country they intend to help, failure is sure to follow.

Today we will attempt to fill in those gaps of knowledge for the country of Eritrea.

In the “What is Culture” class we broke down the components of values, beliefs, behaviors, and norms (VBBN).  In “American Culture” we analyzed the peculiarities of our own culture to be used as a point of reference when analyzing another culture.  During this class we will use that knowledge to help us understand the very unique ways of the Eritrean people, their social structures, and their government systems.
Note:  All photos within this lesson that bear the copyrights of Hans van der Splinter are used with permission.  One-time use rights are granted.  These photos may be distributed within copies of this lesson, whether in print, on recorded media, in web pages or via Internet transmission.  However, these photos may not be extracted from this lesson for use, reproduction or distribution elsewhere.

Photos obtained from US Government web sites are either in the public domain, or are copyrighted by the US Government, to which this Power Point presentation also belongs.

Other photos, although credited to the web sites from which they were obtained, are historic photos.   Without doubt, these photographs are not copyrighted.

SLIDE 2:  ADMINISTRATIVE

Safety requirements:  None

Risk assessment: Low

Environmental considerations: None

Evaluations: Student Checks, written evaluation

Unclassified

SLIDE 3:  OBJECTIVES

Action: Identify the major factors defining Eritrean culture 

Condition: Without references

Standards: Correctly answer 11 out of 12 exam questions

Note to the instructor:  The number of slides in this presentation does not reflect the length of the lecture.  Many slides repeat the same information, with different aspects highlighted and with different photos to illustrate what is highlighted.  The slides present little information of substance; they are intended only to be a visual aide in support of your lecture.  The notes that accompany each slide are intended to assist you in preparing your lecture.  In some cases, those notes are very extensive; in some cases, less so.  The length and complexity of the lecture that you give your class is up to you.  Your decision should be based on the rank, educational level, MOSs and mission of your class.  While a thorough lecture, that makes detailed use of all the notes provided in this presentation, might take two hours, a simplified version might take as little as one hour.

SLIDE 4:  AGENDA

· Geography and History

· People, Religion and Demographics

· Culture

· Government, Economy and Infrastructure
SLIDE 5:  BORDERS

Located in the Horn of Africa, Eritrea is 121,320 square kilometers (slightly larger than the state of Pennsylvania).  It has a coastline extending 2,234 kilometers.  Sharing borders with Eritrea are Djibouti (109 km), Ethiopia (912 km) and Sudan (605)

SLIDE 6:  BORDERS

Eritrea terrain is largely dominated by an extension of the Ethopian north-south highlands.  These highlands taper off into the coastal desert plains of the east, hilly terrain in the northwest, and flat-to-rolling plains in the southwest.

SLIDE 7:  BORDERS

Its climate is very moderate in the highlands, with maximum temperatures only reaching 80 degrees in its capital, Asmara.  In the lowlands it can get extremely hot and arid inland, and very hot and humid along the coastal plains.  During the months from June through September Eritrea is victim to heavy rainfall in the central highlands.

SLIDE 8:  HISTORY

Eritrea, much like Ethiopia, traces its roots to the Kingdom of Axum and the Queen of Sheba.  Being a part of this ancient Ethiopian kingdom has influenced the enduring effect that Christianity has had on the region.  While the ancient emperors kept their religious roots in Judaism, modern day Orthodox Christians in Eritrea are very aware that, in pre-christianity times, the legendary Queen of Sheba and her relationship with King Solomon produced a child (real or mythic).  This child, Menelik, would become emperor of Axum and the first in the line of the Solomonic dynasty lasting nearly 3,000 years.  Though the Kingdom of Axum only lasted until the 7th century AD, Ethiopian emperors maintained an intermittent presence in the area for over 900 years.  In the mid 16th century the Ottoman Empire gained control of much of Eritrea’s coastal region maintaining that stronghold until the middle of the 19th century.  

For several decades after the Ottomans left the area, Ethiopia struggled against Egypt and Italy for control of Eritrea.  In the 1880’s Italy established occupying control of the coastal areas around Asab and Massawa, and eventually in 1890 had extended its territory enough to proclaim their new land as a colony.  The Italians named this new colony “Eritrea” after the Roman term for the Red Sea, Mare erythraeum.  The Italians would use Eritrea as its main base for its conquest of Ethiopia from 1935-36.

The cultural influence that Italy’s presence has had on Eritrea can still be felt today.  Everything from the architecture in the larger cities, to the restaurant menus, reflect a solid memory of life as an Italian colony.  Though much of Italy’s influence has become diluted over the last 70 years, an Italian tourist would feel closer to their native home while visiting Eritrea than in most locations throughout the world.

In 1941, during World War II, Eritrea was captured by the British.  Britain’s occupation of Eritrea lasted nearly nine years, and in 1949 administered the small region as a UN trust territory.  In 1950 the United Nations decided that Eritrea was to be made independent as a federated part of Ethiopia, this decision becoming effective in 1952.

In late 1962 the Eritrean assembly voted to end the federal status and unify Eritrea with Ethiopia, not a popular opinion amongst the Eritrean citizens.  Those who opposed this new union (that Ethiopia had long demanded based on ethnic affinity) began small scale and sporadic guerilla warfare against Ethiopia.  From these small pockets of militias the Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) was founded.  Considered by the world community as an insurgency, the ELF gained little to no support from the outside.  As a result it found itself depending on its own resourcefulness to wage this war.

Disagreements between ELF leadership about tactics, strategy, and a strong angst between religious practices and beliefs between the Orthodox Christians and Muslim members, created a void between members.  These irreconcilable differences resulted in the fragmentation of the ELF and the founding of the Eritrean Peoples Liberation Front (EPLF) in 1972.  The ELF and EPLF found themselves drenched in civil war for the next two years as each vied for dominance.  The EPLF, steeped in a Marxist ideology, would eventually find itself victorious as more and more ELF members were forced to flee into neighboring Sudan.  Even as they fought one another for the alpha position, both groups continued their battle against Ethiopia for independence.  

After Emperor Haile Selassie’s overthrow in a military coup in 1974, the ELF and EPLF united against the Ethiopian forces.  By 1976 the Eritreans had succeeded in removing Ethiopian forces from their lands.  But in 1978, with support from both Cuba and the USSR, the Ethiopians returned with 100,000 soldiers to reclaim the countryside.

The ELF, using a fight-to-the-death mentality was nearly eliminated from existence.  The EPLF on the other hand chose to retreat into the mountains and establish defenses in the town of Nakfa.  Nakfa became a popular symbol to Eritreans as a representation of solidarity and strength of will.  Between 1978 and 1981, the Ethiopina Communist regime unleashed five large-scale military campaigns against the EPLF, none of which resulted in a government victory.  In February 1982, the Ethiopian communist regime embarked on its sixth counteroffensive against the EPLF. Dubbed Red Star, the campaign involved 120,000 government troops. The campaign failed to drive the EPLF from Nakfa and resulted in the deaths of more than 40,000 Ethiopian troops. Although Addis Ababa managed to consolidate its hold over the Eritrean highlands, it was unable to eliminate the EPLF, which still possessed the capacity to make hit-and-run strikes against government positions. 

Over the course of the next nine years the EPLF’s struggle for liberation would continue to gain ground.  In early 1991, the rebels started their final offensive against government forces by driving south along the Red Sea coast, a movement that by early April brought them to the gates of Aseb.  Finally, in late May, with an additional eight brigades provided courtesy of the Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), the EPLF seized control of Asmara as the 120,000 strong Ethiopian force surrendered.

Shortly thereafter, EPLF leader Issaias Afwerki indicated that as far as he was concerned, Eritrea was an independent state.

SLIDE 9:  THE PRESIDENT

Isayas Aferwerki
Isayas Afwerki was born in February of 1945.  He joined the Eritrean Liberation Front in 1966 and received his military training in China that same year.  In 1970, after the splintering of the ELF, he co-founded the EPLF and subsequently became the Deputy Divisional Commander.  In 1987 he was elected Secretary General of the EPLF.

A war hero, and highly respected and admired by the Eritrean citizenry, Isaias Afwerki was elected to the presidency in 1993.  President Afwerki still holds the position to this day.  Though a constitution mandating elections has since been drafted, it has not yet been implemented.  As we continue through this class it will become evident that the government of Eritrea appears more akin to a dictatorship than the democratic society it had intended to establish.

SLIDE 10:  FLAG

The Eritrean flag represents a strong symbol for the people of this region.  Adopted on 5 December 1995 (one of the worlds newest flags), it is considered a symbol of endurance, liberty, and their fierce battle for independence.  

The green stripe symbolizes the agricultural and livestock economy of Eritrea. The red stands for the blood shed during Eritrea's struggle for independence. The blue represents the marine wealth while the yellow represents the mineral wealth of Eritrea. The olive wreath and branch on the flag originate from Eritrea's first national flag which was used between 1952 and 1959. The olive wreath was adopted from the United Nations flag and symbolizes peace.

The basic design of the Eritrean flag was adopted from the flag of the Eritrean People's Liberation Front, which led the fight for Eritrean freedom.

SLIDE 11:  BORDER DISPUTES

After Eritrea’s “official” independence on 24 Mar 1993, the future looked very bright.  Some outsider’s even considered Eritrea’s direction to be one that would create an African utopia for other countries to strive towards.  A new president elected, an interim constitution in effect, and a flag to call their own the morale of the country was extremely high.  Eritrea even managed to maintain economic ties to Ethiopia, allowing that country to continue to use the coastal ports for trade and business.  But in late 1997 the Eritrean government introduced a new currency, the “nafka” that replaced the Ethiopian “birr”.  Perhaps it could be said that the cold harsh reality of Eritrea’s permanent separation from Ethopia finally hit home.  The new currency added a burden to cross border trading.  Soon the ports were placed off limits to Ethiopian shipping and in May 1998 fighting erupted between the two nations after both countries accused the other of invading into their territories each claimed belonged to them.  This new war would last until April 2000, when both sides finally agreed to accept and implement OAU peace proposals.

In April 2002 border disputes stemming from the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia were finally settled by a Hague court ruling demarcating the 1000km border.  With both countries claiming victory over these disputed lands, they each agreed to comply with whatever ruling the Hague court delivered.  This ruling included a 25km buffer zone that UN troops would patrol.

Ethiopia was infuriated by the ruling giving the border town of Badme to Eritrea.  They refused to implement such a ruling.  Seeing an unwillingness of the ruling commission to force Ethiopia to abide by the agreement Eritrea responded by banning all UN helicopter flights and vehicle movements at night on its side of the buffer zone.

Four years of drought led to a food crisis in Eritrea by 2002, requiring substantial international assistance, and conditions have not improved significantly since then.  This new requirement has not done well to support the Eritrean governments stand against the international community for their unsupportive roles in the border dispute.  President Afwerki has made matters more difficult by adding harsh policies for Non Governmental Organizations (NGO’s) and Aid organizations to operate in the country.  We will discuss these later.

Tensions with Ethiopia again escalated in 2005 as both nations bolstered their forces along the disputed border.  Eritrea was frustrated with lack of progress on the border issue and restricted UN peacekeepers movements in October 2005.  In November 2005 the United Nations called for Eritrea and Ethiopia to reduce their forces along the border and for Eritrea to end restrictions on UN forces.  The UN expressed concern over Ethiopia's failure to finalize the border and sanctions were threatened for both countries should they exercise policies of noncompliance. Eritrea rejected the ultimatum and in December 2005 forced UN forces from the United States, Canada, Europe, and Russia to withdraw.  That same month a Permanent Court of Arbitration claims commission ruled that Eritrea had violated international law in attacking Ethiopia.  They went on to rule that Ethiopia was entitled to compensation.  In March 2006 Eritrea, apparently as a result of its continuing frustration with the border situation and the international community's response, expelled a number of foreign aid organizations despite the country's need for food aid.

Most recently, in October 2006, Eritrea mobilized 1,500 Soldiers and 14 tanks to the buffer zone under the pretense of a “crop harvesting” mission.  This provocative move stimulated this response from Kofi Annan, the UN Secretary General office: “This development constitutes a major breach of the ceasefire and the integrity of the TSZ. It could seriously jeopardise the peace process and undermine the Algiers agreements between Ethiopia and Eritrea, with potential consequences for the wider region."

As you can see, the border situation has created turbulence between Ethiopia and Eritrea for six years after the end of the two year war that started it all.  The amount of time this conflict continues has major implications into the future of Eritrea and it’s government, which we’ll discuss later.

SLIDE 12:  STUDENT CHECK

Q:  How long has President Aferwerki held office?  Why?

A:  From 1993 to present.  The Eritrean constitution has not yet been implemented.

Q:  How has the current border conflict with Ethiopia affected Aid initiatives to Eritrea?

A:  Enraged with the international communities’ response to this conflict, Eritrea has implemented restrictions on foreign aid programs.

SLIDE 13:  POPULATION DEMOGRAPHICS

Population: 4,786,994 (July 2006 est.) 
Capital: Asmara

Age structure:

0-14 years: 44% (male 1,059,458; female 1,046,955)

15-64 years: 52.5% (male 1,244,153; female 1,268,189)

65 years and over: 3.5% (male 82,112; female 86,127) (2006 est.) 

Life expectancy at birth: 
total population: 59.03 years 
male: 57.44 years 
female: 60.66 years (2006 est.) 

Demographics are a curious thing.  To determine their meaning requires some thought.  For instance, looking at the ratio between youth and adults may not register much insight unless you compare figures with our own statistics.  In the US the percentage of youths 14 and under is only 20%.  For Eritrea it is doubled.  Now that we understand the differences we should ask ourselves what the cause might be for these numbers.  Answers come easily as we now understand the loss of life due to conflict and a poor health care system.  

Now this isn’t a sociology course, but one other item that should be noted is the balance of age.  Natural life cycles take us all through a range of talent application.  The “energy” of implementing the progress of a society comes from the teen to middle age year ranges.  That’s where the hard grinding work is conducted.  You’ll find the endurance jobs with lengthy work schedules being handled by this age group.  The experience and planning phase is ordinarily done at the senior age levels.  Unfortunately in Eritrea, that is about the time people start to die, leaving the developmental planning up to a more inexperienced youth.  This whole dilemma moves these age brackets down several years which in turn will slow down the growth of progress.  Many societies suffer this condition, Eritrea being only one small example. 

SLIDE 14: REGIONAL ETHNICITIES

Regional Ethnicities:


Tigrinya – 50%


Tigre and Kunama – 40%


Afar – 4%


Saho (Red Sea Coast Dwellers) – 3%


Other – 3%

SLIDE 15: REGIONAL ETHNICITIES

Tigrinya make up the majority of Eritrea.  They live predominantly on the Kebessa Plateau.  They also make up the majority of the Asmara population.  

Tigre live mostly in the North Eastern Coastal Plains (Sahel and Senhit) and the Western Lowlands (Barka).

Kunama inhabit the area between the Gash and Setit rivers in Barka Province. 

Afar make up a majority of Assab’s population and inhabit the Danakil Province and the Dahlak Islands. 

Saho live on the eastern edge of the highlands in Massawa and Semhar Province and in the foothills of the Coastal Plains in Akele-Guzai Province.

Other ethnic groups include Belein, Baria, Hedareb and Rashaidas:


Belein:  In the Senhit Province


Baria: Occupy Eastern Gash in the Western Lowlands


Hedareb: Nomidic (with tribal links to Sudan).  Mostly in the Northeast and Northwest


Rashaidas: Smallest and most recent group that has settled on the Sahel coast (in the 1860’s)

SLIDE 16:  PROMINENT RELIGIONS

The country has an area of 48,489 square miles, and a population of approximately 4.7 million. Although reliable statistics were not available, it was estimated that 60 percent of the population was Sunni and 30 percent was Orthodox Christian. The population also included a small number of Roman Catholics (about 5 percent), Protestants (about 2 percent), smaller numbers of Seventh-day Adventists, and fewer than 1,500 Jehovah's Witnesses. Approximately 2 percent practiced traditional indigenous religions. Also present in very small numbers were practicing Buddhists, Hindus, and Baha'is (less than 1 percent). The population in the eastern and western lowlands was predominantly Muslim and in the highlands was predominantly Christian. There were very few atheists. Religious participation was high among all ethnic groups.

Within geographic and ethnic groups, the majority of the Tigrinya was Orthodox Christian, with the exception of the Djiberti Tigrinya, who were Muslim. Most members of the Tigre, Saho, Nara, Afar, Rashaida, Beja, and Blen ethnic groups were Muslim. Approximately 40 percent of the Blen are Christian, the majority being Roman Catholic. More than half of the Kunama were Catholic, with a large minority of Muslims and some who practiced traditional indigenous religions. The central and southern highlands, which were generally more developed than the lowlands, were populated predominantly by Christian Tigrinyas as well as some Muslim Djiberti Tigrinya and Saho

The Government severely restricts freedom of religion for groups that it has not registered, and infringes upon the independence of some registered groups. The constitution, written in 1997, provides for religious freedom; however, the constitution has not been implemented. Following a 2002 government decree that religious groups must register, the Government closed all religious facilities not belonging to the country's four principal religious institutions – the Eritrean Orthodox Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the Evangelical (Lutheran) Church of Eritrea, and Islam. The membership of these four religious groups comprises a significant majority of the population.

The Government's record on religious freedom has not improved since the war, and in some areas deteriorated further. The Government continued to harass, arrest, and detain members of independent Evangelical groups (including Pentecostals), Jehovah's Witnesses, and a reform movement within the Eritrean Orthodox Church. The Government also intervened in procedural and administrative decisions of the Eritrean Orthodox Church by displacing the patriarch in favor of its own candidate. The Government failed to register any of the four religious groups who applied in 2002 for registration, and it restricted religious meetings and arrested individuals during religious ceremonies, gatherings, and prayer meetings. There were also reports of forced recantations. While there were no reports of torture of religious detainees, some religious detainees were held in harsh conditions that included extreme temperature fluctuations with limited or no access to family.

SLIDE 17:  LANGUAGES SPOKEN

The nine ethnic groups that comprise Eritrea’s population speak mostly Semitic or Cushitic languages.  The Tigrinya and Tigre make up four-fifths of the population and speak different, but related and somewhat mutually intelligible, Semitic languages.  In general, most of the Christians live in the highlands, while Muslims and adherents of traditional beliefs live in lowland regions.  Tigrinya and Arabic are the most frequently used languages for commercial and official transactions, but English is widely spoken and is the language used for secondary university education.

Tigrinya is spoken mainly in the highlands, while Arabic has entrenched itself along the coast and the Sudanese border.  English is primarily the language of the urbane.  In other areas, the dominant language depends on the dominant ethnic group, each of which have their own native tongue.  Amharic, which Ethiopia tried to institute as the language of non-choice in the 1950’s, is still widely spoken around the country.

Eritreans strongly believe that Eritreans understand one another and prefer not to be equated with Ethiopians, even though they may speak the same language.  They prefer an Eritrean interpreter rather than an Ethiopian who speaks Tigrinya.

SLIDE 18:  LITERACY RATES

Literacy rates:

Total population: 58.6%

Male: 69.9%

Female: 47.6%

(2003 est)

Literacy Rate -- the percentage of the population 15 years and older who can read and write
Since the independence of Eritrea, most of the schools have been run by the government. Although there are very few private schools in the country (only afforded by the affluent), government-run schools have been increasing. But expansion meant fewer resources. 

Eritrea places strong emphasis on education. The Macro Policy of Eritrea states, among other things, that in the long term, Eritrea will be producing "knowledge intensive" goods and services able to penetrate the world market. The emphasis on education is also reflected on the government's policy on poverty eradication. The statistical figures may also speak for themselves. At the time of independence, the total number of students at all levels was about 200,000. Today, the corresponding figure is close to 700,000. In just 15 years, the figure has more than tripled.

The language medium used to teach students in the primary school levels is the native tongue of the student.  In grades 5 and 6 students have a requirement to learn English.  From that point on English is used more and more as the primary medium for instruction, until at the University level it is the sole language that all instruction is delivered.

The adult illiteracy rate in 2003 was estimated at 58.6% (males 69.9%, females 47.6%). In 1997 there were 240,737 students and 5,476 students in 549 primary schools. In 2000, there were 89,087 students and 2,071 teachers in secondary schools. The pupil-teacher ratio at the primary level was 48 to 1 in 1999. In the same year, 40% of primary-school-age children were enrolled in school, while 23% of those eligible attended secondary school. Many primary-school pupils are overage due to lack of previous access to education. Education is compulsory for children between the ages of 7 and 13. The educational system is comprised of five years of primary school, followed by six years of secondary school. There is a university in Asmara. In 1998, there were 198 teachers and 3,096 students in post-secondary education. As of 1999, public expenditure on education was estimated at 4.8% of GDP.

SLIDE 19:  HEALTH ISSUES

HIV/AIDS – adult prevalence rate: 2.4% (2005 est.)

HIV/AIDS – people living with HIV/AIDS: 60,000 (2003 est.)

HIV/AIDS – deaths: 6,300 (2003 est.)

Major infectious diseases: degree of risk: high

Food or waterborne diseases: bacterial diarrhea, hepatitis A, and typhoid fever vectorborne disease: malaria is a high risk in some locations (2004)

Being by the Red Seaside and anywhere else that’s less than 6,500 feet above sea level means being exposed to the risk of malaria.  Dengue fever is also endemic so anti-mosquito precautions are a must.  Other common ailments in the region include diarrhea, giardia, dehydration, and worm infestations.

The Physician to Patient ratio in Eritrea as of 2004 (according to the World Health Organization) is 1:20,000.  Dentists are almost nonexistent.  

In some ethnic groups, circumcision is used as an initiation ritual into adulthood. The majority of both Eritrean men and women are circumcised. Female circumcision, or female genital mutilation, is carried out both among Christians and Muslims, although the type of circumcision differs from clitoridectomy to infibulation (the removal of the labia and partial closing of the vagina by approximating the labia majora in the midline).  An estimated 94 percent of Eritrea's women have undergone the practice of female genital mutilation.  

The National Union of Eritrean Women (NUEW) have joined a nationwide campaign to try to eradicate female genital mutilation (FGM) by lobbying for a law to ban the practice and raise mass awareness among the population.

SLIDE 20:  STUDENT CHECK

Q:  What are the dominant ethnic groups in Eritrea?

A:  Tigrinya and Tigre

Q:  What health issues do anyone traveling to Eritrea need to consider before they go?

A:  High risk of infectious diseases.  HIV/AIDS, Malaria, and Dengue fever are problematic.

SLIDE 21:  CULTURE

ETIQUETTE

Eritreans pride themselves on being hard working and resilient, and they show great social responsibility. Respect for elders and authority is deeply rooted. Compared to the urban population of Asmara, the peasantry keeps a tighter social discipline in relation to open, public affection between two people of the opposite sex. Boys and men, however, are frequently seen holding hands as a sign of friendship.

All traditional foods are eaten using the right hand only and without the use of silverware. The left hand is considered impure. 

Socialization

Infant Care. In all ethnic groups, children are raised under the strong influence of parents and close relatives, as well as neighbors and the kin group. While conducting domestic chores or working in the fields, mothers usually carry the infants on their backs. 

Child Rearing and Education. From an early age, both boys and girls are expected to take part in the household's activities: boys as herders of the family's livestock, girls as assistants to their mother in domestic affairs. An increasing number of children is joining the formal educational system, although education sometimes conflicts with the children's household obligations. In some of the nomadic and seminomadic communities, children might be unable to regularly attend classes in the formal educational system.

Symbols of Social Stratification. In the rural areas, the better-off are able to acquire proper clothing and shoes. The rich may have horses or mules to carry them to the market. A sign of prosperity among the pastoral groups is the display of gold jewelry on women. 

GENDER ROLES AND STATUSES

Division of Labor by Gender. Since subsistence agriculture is the main production activity in Eritrea, the division of labor is influenced by custom. Women's input in agricultural production is vital but certain tasks, such as plowing and sowing, are conducted only by men. Animals are generally herded by young boys, while young girls assist in fetching water and firewood for the household.
The Relative Status of Women and Men. Since Eritrean society is still highly influenced by customary principles, the status of women in many communities is inferior to that of men. The war of liberation, where female fighters served side by side with men, was believed to have changed the status of women. The EPLF culture of gender equality, however, did not penetrate deeply into the Eritrean patriarchal culture. Nevertheless, with the government's policies of modernization and gender awareness, changes are slowly occurring in the status of Eritrean women. 

MARRIAGE, FAMILY, AND KINSHIP

Marriage. Customary rules of marriage vary among the ethnic groups. Generally, girls marry at an early age, sometimes as young as fourteen. A large share of the marriages in the rural areas are still arranged by the family groups of concern. 
Domestic Unit. Generally, people live together in nuclear families, although in some ethnic groups the family structure is extended. The man is the public decision-maker in the family, whereas the woman is responsible for organizing the domestic activities of the household. 

SLIDE 22:  CULTURE

Eritreans like to dance, particularly when confronted with a new birth or marriage and during cultural and religious festivals.  They also like to play traditional instruments such as the stringed krar and the wata, both of which are derived from Ethiopian musical instruments.  There’s plenty of variety in the music played around the country because each of the ethnic groups keeps a different beat and dances to a different tune.  

FOOD - Usual meal pattern: Three times a day. Breakfast is very light,   lunch and dinner are the major meals. Usually   prefer food very spicy.

Special Utensils: Usual mode of eating Eritrean food is with fingers; however, silverware is used for other types of food.

Food beliefs and rituals: Prefer warm and soothing foods when ill such as chicken or beef soups, hot oat gruel with honey, hot tea, hot milk. No ice or cold drinks.

Usual diet: Usual diet consists of "Taita" or "enjera", a type of bread or pancake eaten with a meat or legume sauce or stew called "Tsebhi" or "zigni." Taita is made mostly from cereal called "Taff"; however a mixture of cereals can be used to make taita. Legumes are an important part of the diet and are largely prepared in the form of stew or wot. Stew usually is very spicy and contains a variety of condiments, including onions, garlic, berbere (hot chili powder with other spices, cardamom, white and black cumin, basil, ginger, etc.).


Fruits and vegetables are not commonly eaten, except in some of the larger towns and during the period of religious fasting.

DRINK

Fluids: Generally not enough water is consumed. Most prefer drinks at room temperature. Eritreans like to drink coffee and spice tea with cinnamon, cloves, cardamom, and lots of sugar.

The coffee ceremony, for example, is an essential part of Eritrean hospitality. The visitor receives at least three rounds of sweetened coffee and, by tradition, must describe the first round as "delicious".   Coffee takes at least two hours. It is extremely rude to leave before drinking three rounds (that’s three different makings not three from the same boil).

SLIDE 23:  LOCAL DRESS

SLIDE 24:  LOCAL DRESS

SLIDE 25:  LOCAL DRESS

SLIDE 26:  POLITICAL VIEWS

Principle of Self-Reliance

The “Principle of Self-Reliance” isn’t only a political “view”, but it permeates to the core of the Eritrean people.  This principle of self determination and discipline worked wonders during the Eritrean’s struggle for independence.  Robert D. Kaplan observed in his book “Surrender of Starve” that during one of his visits he witnessed remarkable ingenuity on behalf of the EPLF.  In his book he wrote: “…bunkers dug into cliff sides, where workshops begin to operate.  Tables, chairs, and other bits of furniture are being forged from ammunition boxes, while the snaps of the boxes are removed to make clasps for machines that wash lumps of black plastic, molded afterward into sandals for guerrilla fighters.  Parts of Soviet-made cluster bombs are being converted into truck flywheels.  The tips of spent tank shells are punctured to produce rain gauges for desert agricultural stations to the southwest.  Wash basins are made out of exploded MIG shells, and the trip wires are cut into strings for kirars, a guitar-like instrument played by the soldiers.”

The health system of the EPLF was also a marvel.  Barefoot physicians were trained and deployed to aid the sick and wounded throughout the Eritrean occupied regions of the country.  The EPLF were able to piece equipment together and assemble a tablet factory that would make in excess of 40 million pills over the course of the war.  Kaplan also wrote that besides this impressive pill factory built by the EPLF there was a “…hidden medical complex, which includes an 800-bed hospital, where men and women trained in Ethiopia, Italy, Greece, Israel, the Soviet Union, the United States, and elsewhere at work.”  He goes on to write the “Blood is stored in refrigerators powered by wind and solar energy.”  Food production is also done in the cliff side caves, giving sustenance   with dietary supplements for undernourished children at a rate of 4,400 pounds per month, feeding over 5,000.

By now it should be obvious that the EPLF, right from the very beginning, was not simply interested in national independence from Ethiopia, but also in a social revolution which would lay the political, social, and economic foundations for a sovereign Eritrea.  In liberated territories during the war, schools were set up and parts of the destroyed infrastructure were rebuilt.  According to one EPLF slogan: With one hand we fight, and with the other we work.  

The EPLF was not only militarily efficient, it was also competent to carry out social development.  Even during the liberation struggle, the EPLF introduced great democratization and instilled a sense of self-reliance, a trust in your own strength, in the people.  The education system introduced by the EPLF, in addition to political instruction, gave formal instruction in the languages of Tigrinya, Arabic, and English.  A broad literacy campaign was carried out.  The EPLF also worked for the emancipation of women.

Eritrean women played a central role in liberating the nation in 1991 and in defending it when it came under renewed Ethiopian attack in 1998-2000. Because of the important role women played in the society and economy, the Eritrean government has sought to ensure their full and equal participation while eliminating the disadvantages that many of the women experience. The National Union of Eritrean Women (NUEW) with its 200,000 members is an umbrella organization upholding the rights of women throughout Eritrea and the Diaspora and securing women's participation in the Eritrean society.

The differences in attitudes and leadership approaches between the Dergue of the Ethiopian Army and the EPLF can be directly represented by the EPLF’s success on the battlefield.  In battles that often tilted 8 to 1 in favor of the Ethiopians, the average casualty rate was 10 Ethiopians for every Eritrean.

SLIDE 27:  TERRORIST ACTIVITIES

Eritrean Islamic Jihad Movement (EIJM)

The EIJM was founded in 1980, although its genesis can be traced back to 1975 when a number of Eritrean Liberation Front (ELF) members were ejected out of the guerrilla movement accused of being unduly religious.  Membership currently includes dissidents from the ELF and the EPLF, social conservatives, defiant Islamic youth, and a variety of other exiles. 

The EIJM is the only organization that claims to represent Muslim Eritreans' grievances. It is also the only organization that approximates a conventional terrorist organization, as demonstrated by its claims of responsibility for exploded land mines, kidnappings, and the destruction of state-owned economic enterprises. Although the majority of EIJM sympathizers do not subscribe to its brand of militant Islam, they resent the PFDJ's curtailment of Muslim rights to practice their religion as well as the denial of Eritrea's Afro-Arab heritage.  Acts of hostility and terrorism have remained largely against the current Eritrean government.

U.S. Policy toward Eritrea

Eritrea was placed on the list of countries harboring terrorists after 9/11 due to allegations that the Eritrean Islamic Jihad Movement (EIJM) was linked to Al Qaeda.  Eritrea's inclusion in the "coalition of the willing" has essentially given license to the PFDJ to actively attack ALL dissent within the country.  While this policy threatens to widen the gap between moderate and radical Eritrean Muslims, it has also been a large contributor to the eradication of any groups, religious or otherwise, considered to be enemies of the state.  

Current U.S. policy appears to be a "gentlemen's pact" between top military brass.  The perception of this policy by many observers inside Eritrea is that is has encouraged the PFDJ regime to eliminate political rivals using "the war on terror" as a justification.
SLIDE 28:  GOVERNMENT

On 19 May 1993, Eritrea adopted a transitional constitution that satisfied an immediate need to control government and protect the rights of the people.  With that a transitional government was also elected and installed, with President Issayas Aferwerki taking the helm of this newly independent country.  Immediately a commission was established with the primary objective of developing a permanent constitution.

On 23 May 1997 the new constitution was adopted.  However this document, while still active, has not yet been implemented by the PFDJ and President Aferwerki.  There has been, and still is insistence that the constitution would be implemented gradually once the war with Ethiopia was over.  But several contradictions have since developed that would indicate this as an empty promise.

While Eritrea is officially considered to be under a “transitional government” 13 years later, the view of most observers is that Eritrea has deteriorated into a sort of dictatorship with Issayas Aferwerki at the helm.  Several government policies have contributed to this view.  For one, no political party other than the People’s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) is allowed to exist in Eritrea and no national elections have been held since the country won its independence from Ethiopia in 1993.  

The “adopted” constitution calls for rights and freedoms for speech, religion, and political affiliation.  However, under the current regime none of these rights are being observed.  As we discussed earlier in this class, religious persecution is commonplace in Eritrea.  

In September 2001, after several months in which a number of prominent PFDJ party members had gone public with a series of grievances against the government and in which they called for implementation of the constitution and the holding of elections, the government instituted a crackdown. Eleven prominent dissidents, members of what had come to be known as the Group of 15, were arrested and held without charge in an unknown location. At the same time, the government shut down the independent press and arrested its reporters and editors, holding them incommunicado and without charge. In subsequent weeks, the government arrested other individuals, including two Eritrean employees of the U.S. Embassy.   To the date of this class publication, these “detainee’s” still have not been charged, still have no access to any legal system, and are still missing, incommunicado and without any knowledge of their whereabouts (at least by anyone outside the governments “need to know” circles.

With an outcry from the European Union (EU), the Italian Ambassador to Eritrea issued the government a letter of reproach (demarche).  He was subsequently expelled from the country (6 October 2001).  The reason stated by Eritrean authorities was that “Mr Bandini had been interfering in the internal politics of Eritrea which was incompatible with his diplomatic status.”  The expulsion resulted in outrage by the Italian government, Eritrea’s largest contributor of financial aid.

With these series of events, and others outlined later in this presentation, it would appear that there is not a solid vision for the future of Eritrea, even if the border conflict with Ethiopia were to be settled today.  How the Eritrean citizens react at the realization of a dictatorial state is yet to be seen.  If the promises of a democratic future are deemed to be “empty” of substance, the pride of the people may determine a different course for the country.  Time will tell.

SLIDE 29:  STUDENT CHECK

Q:  Explain Eritrea’s “Principle of Self Reliance”.

A:  “We’ll do it our way.”  (Note: discuss this principle as outline in this lesson plan with the students.)

Q:  What is the only authorized political party in Eritrea?  How has this impacted policies?

A:  PFDJ.  This has turned the current regime towards quieting any opposition to their views.

SLIDE 30:  LOCAL MILITARY

Defense Budget

Woldai Futur, Eritrea’s current minister for national development said that military spending was expected to consume about 17 percent of the 2005 national budget – a high figure compared with international standards, but still much lower than the 50 percent that was spent during the war in 2000. 

All Eritrean citizens aged 18 to 50 have the duty to fulfill the ‘Active National Service’. Active National Service means the 6 month regular military training given at a base and the participation to a 12 consecutive months of active national service and development programs under the Army Forces for a total service of 18 months. 

Note to instructor:  The following numeric quantities are not critical for this presentation.  They are in the notes for the purpose of background information should the need arise.  The point to make during this presentation is that the size of the Eritrean Forces is only large enough for the country to focus on achieving its goals.  Those goals being the defense against Ethiopian hostilities.  There is also another agenda for the governments military that will be discussed in the next slide.

Major Military Units: The Eritrean army has four corps with 20 infantry brigades, one commando division, and one mechanized brigade. 

Major Military Equipment: The Eritrean army has an estimated 150 main battle tanks, 40 reconnaissance vehicles, 40 armored infantry fighting and personnel vehicles, 100 pieces of towed artillery, 25 pieces of self-propelled artillery, 35 multiple rocket launchers, 100+ mortars, 200 antitank guided weapons, and 70 air-defense guns. The navy has one missile craft, seven inshore patrol boats, and three amphibious vehicles of unknown serviceability. The air force has 18 combat aircraft of unknown serviceability, including MiG–21s, MiG–23s, and MiG–29s. The air force is thought to have approximately 15 training, transport, and armed helicopters. 

Insurgent Forces: The Eritrean National Alliance (ENA) is a 3,000-strong organization of 10 opposition groups. It was established in Khartoum in 1999, in part as an attempt by Sudan to retaliate against Eritrean support for the National Democratic Alliance, a Sudanese opposition group. The following groups belong to the ENA: the Eritrean Liberation Front, the Eritrean People’s Conference, the Eritrean Islamic Salvation Movement, the Eritrean Liberation Front-Revolutionary Council, the Eritrean Liberation Front-National Council, the Eritrean People’s Democratic Liberation Front, the Eritrean Revolutionary Democratic Front, the Democratic Movement for the Liberation of Kunama/Eritrea, the Eritrean Democratic Resistance Movement Gash-Setit, and the Eritrean Initiative Group. These groups are a mix of liberation organizations marginalized during the struggle for independence, ethnically based groups, and the Sudan-sponsored Eritrean Islamic Salvation Movement (Eritrean Islamic Jihad). All are based in Sudan, from where some stage occasional and mostly ineffectual raids into western Eritrea. The strength of another group operating in Eritrea, the Red Sea Afar Democratic Organization, currently is unknown. 
SLIDE 31:  POLICE

The Eritrean Police force has not flowered into what Eritreans had once envisioned.  Wanting a force that maintained a peaceful environment for all Eritrean to live in, a force that would keep crime at a minimum and respect of human dignity at a maximum, the reality became virtually opposite that desire.  At best it is a shadow of the prevailing security system of military squads and secret jails that are controlled by Army Generals.  At worst they have become the henchmen of the government trying to quell political dissent and religious practices that contradict the current regimes policies.

The police are “officially” responsible for maintaining internal security, while the army is “responsible” for external security.  But the army has often been mobilized by the government in response to domestic issues, not the police.  Generally the police does not had a role in cases involving national security, however since the fall of 2005 they have been involved in the round-up of citizens evading national service, an inherent role of the army.

The Government continued to authorize the use of deadly force against anyone resisting or attempting to flee during military searches for deserters and draft evaders, and deaths occurred during the year. For example, in November (2005), there were credible reports of the deaths of 20 civilian and 4 security force members in an incident at a detention facility near Asmara following searches for military draft evaders in and around the capital. The individuals were killed when a cinderblock wall at the facility collapsed, and guards reportedly fired at inmates attempting to escape. No action was taken against the guards.

Torture continues to be used against many recent political prisoners and as a standard military punishment. Army deserters, conscription evaders and forcibly returned asylum-seekers were held incommunicado and tortured in military custody. They were beaten, tied hand and foot in painful positions and left in the sun for lengthy periods (the ‘helicopter’ torture method) or were suspended from ropes from a tree or ceiling. Religious prisoners were among many detainees held in Sawa and other military camps, beaten and forced to crawl on sharp stones. Many prisoners were kept in overcrowded metal shipping containers and denied adequate food and medical treatment. Conditions in military prisons around the country are extremely harsh. 

All army units from the highest level of the ‘operations command zone’ down to the divisions and brigades, have their own prison systems, which are not confined to those in uniform but are increasingly used for incarcerating civilians.  These secret jails are not authorized by any legal jurisdiction.

The army’s increased role in domestic issues over the years has become an Eritrean standard and not an exception to any rules.  In the PFDJ seminar of 12-13 April 2005, responding to questions posed about the army’s heavy-handed tactics when dealing with the citizens of Eritrea, Major General Gerezghiher Andemariam (Wuchu) stated, “Look, we were asked to help because the police could not deal with the level of crime, lawlessness and draft dodging.  Right now, I have about 4000 or 5000 prisoners in my custody.”

The conditions created by these ad-hoc security practices have not improved as of the publication of this class. 

SLIDE 32:  ECOMONIC CONDITION

The International Monetary Fund, reported on 9 February 2005 that: “Eritrea remains one of the poorest countries in the world, with a per capita GDP of about $130 and a Human Development Index ranking of 156 out of 177 countries. More than half of the population lives on less than US$1 per day and about one third lives in extreme poverty (i.e., less than 2,000 calories per day.)

Note to the instructor:  The following information is intended for background data purposes only.  It is not intended to be lectured line by line.  Instead, select data from this list to illustrate the point of the above paragraph, and then keep the remainder as a reference should questions arise.

Agriculturally Eritrea land use is broken down as follows:
Arable land (12%)
Permanent crops, coffee (1%)
Meadows and pastures (48%)
Forest and woodland (19%)
Other (20%)(2004 estimate)
Irrigated land: 250 sq km (2004 estimate)

Natural hazards: frequent droughts, locust attacks on crops. During the recent war, Ethiopia looted cattle, goats and other livestock, and burnt agricultural land, are contributing to Eritrean agricultural difficulties.

Main agricultural products (12.5% of GDP in 2004): Millet, sorghum, teff, wheat, barley, flax, cotton, coffee, tobacco, papayas, citrus fruits, bananas, beans and lentils, maize, potatoes, vegetables, sisal, edible oils, cut flowers, livestock (including goats), skins, meat, dairy products, fish. 

Additional economic resources are as follow:

Mineral reserves:

Salt, gold, silver, potash, sulfur, gypsum, feldspar, silica sand, copper, lead, zinc, iron ore, granite, marble, limestone, oil and natural gas.

Major industries (26% of GDP in 2004):

Cement, construction, salt, paper, matches, candles, food processing, dairy products, alcoholic beverages, leather products, textiles and clothing, chemicals.

Trade:

Exports (2004) $64.5 million: skins, meat, live sheep, and cattle, textiles, footwear, salt, fish, gum Arabic (mainly to Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia and Italy).

Imports (2004) $622 million: foodstuff, manufactured goods, machinery, building materials, petroleum products and transportation equipment
(mainly from Saudi Arabia, Ethiopia, Italy, UAE).

Energy:

At present, wood and brushwood are among the major fuels. Eritrea does however have substantial hydro-electric power generating capacity.

Gross domestic product: $4,154 million (2004 estimate)
Annual growth rate (2004 est.): 2.5%
GDP per capita: $900 (2004 estimate)
Central government budget (2004): $375 million
Average inflation rate: 10% (2004 est.)
Official exchange rate: 15 Nakfa = one US$ (June 2006)

In August 2005 the Eritrean government asked the US Agency for International Development (USAID) to cease its operations in the Horn of Africa country.….Relations between the aid community and the Eritrean government have become strained in recent months, following the impounding of more than 100 project vehicles and the announcement of a new proclamation requiring aid agencies to pay taxes. The new regulations also require international NGOs to register on an annual basis, to have at least US $2 million at their disposal in the country and to pay taxes on the import of relief aid items, including food.

SLIDE 33:  INFRASTRUCTURE

Overview: Eritrea’s transportation network, severely damaged and largely dismantled during Eritrea’s war for independence and border conflict with Ethiopia, is rudimentary at best. Plans for significant redevelopment are underway, but the capital resources necessary to fund road and rail projects are not readily available. 
Civil Aviation and Airports: Eritrea has two airports with permanently surfaced runways—Asmara International and Assab. Asmara International, portions of which are designed for use by the military, has a 3,000-meter runway; Assab airport has a 3,500-meter runway. Unpaved runways are located in Massawa and Tessawa, both some 1,900 meters long. Many smaller landing strips exist throughout Eritrea as well. Eritrean Airlines, non-operational during the 1998–2000 conflict, is flying once again. Destinations include Nairobi, Amsterdam, Frankfurt, and Rome; its fleet is a single leased Boeing 767–300ER. Foreign flag carriers serving Asmara International include British Airways, Egyptair, Lufthansa, Saudi Arabian Airlines, Sudan Airways, and Yemen Airways. No U.S. flag carrier flew into Eritrea as of mid-2005. 
Telecommunications: Telecommunications infrastructure in Eritrea is poorly developed and controlled by the government. Statistics are not widely available on all sectors, but it was estimated that in 2003–4 there were 38,100 main telephones lines, around 1,050 Internet hosts.

SLIDE 34:  INFRASTRUCTURE (TRANSPORTATION)

Ports: A joint agreement between Eritrea and Ethiopia signed in 1993 called for the two nations to share facilities at the ports of Assab and Massawa.  Prior to the 1998–2000 hostilities between the neighbors, tariffs and fees associated with port traffic contributed a significant source of income for Eritrea.  During the border dispute, trade between the nations came to an abrupt halt, and Ethiopia launched air raids targeting the port of Massawa.  Despite the 2000 cease-fire, trade activity with Ethiopia has not resumed.  As of 2005, reconstruction of Massawa has taken place, and it remains the primary port in Eritrea.  Although the port of Assab is the largest in Eritrea (with berths for six ocean-going vessels), activity there fell dramatically with the onset of hostilities with Ethiopia and has not recovered.  The isolation of Assab leaves it ill-suited to play a significant role in the Eritrean economy despite its size and on-site facilities.  Eritrea, along with Yemen and Djibouti, controls the Bab el Mandeb seaway between the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden, a point of immense strategic importance for the flow of trade, particularly of oil, between Asia and Europe. 
SLIDE 35:  INFRASTRUCTURE (TRANSPORTATION)

Railroads: Eritrea’s sole railroad, the 306-kilometer line linking Akordat with Asmara and the port of Massawa, was built by Italian colonialists.  It was shut down in 1976 because of the threat from Eritrean guerrilla forces and was largely destroyed in later fighting.  Efforts to rebuild the Asmara-Massawa segment began in 1999 and were completed in early 2003.  Plans call for extending the line to Bisha, 150 kilometers west of Asmara, where gold and copper mining is expected to begin. A project to link Eritrea’s rail lines to the Sudanese network at Kassala has been delayed by increased tensions with Khartoum. 

As movement of heavy equipment for military forces is largely done by rail, move deployments of tactical fleets can only be done by vehicle transports or in convoy operations.  This tact obviously increases associated costs of logistics. 
SLIDE 36:  INFRASTRUCTURE (TRANSPORTATION)

Roads: The only fully paved road in Eritrea (and the busiest) is the 107-kilometer stretch connecting Massawa and Asmara.  Asphalting of the 120-kilometer stretch of road between Barentu and Teseney is proceeding intermittently; the paving of the 580-kilometer coastal road connecting Massawa and Assab is also underway. In all, Eritrea has some 4,000 kilometers of roadways, of which the vast majority are unpaved. All roads into Ethiopia have been closed since the outbreak of the border dispute between the two nations in 1998.

SLIDE 37:  QUESTIONS

Over the course of the last two hours we’ve examined the history, government, and culture of the people of Eritrea.  While considering Eritrea’s most recent history there may be a feeling of hope, perhaps compassion, even a slight twang of excitement for a country that has so successfully overcome the odds to claim their autonomy.  Be aware, however, that struggling nations during times as trying as our post 9-11 world do not always find their way.  Eritrea, through corruption and an internal arrogance, may be swooped into the quagmire of today’s global struggle.  Which way this tree falls depends both on its predisposition, and how hard it’s being pushed from one side or another.  If we place boots on Eritrean grounds do not fool yourself into believing that you have no influence on this direction of this fall.  It is your understanding of culture and human nature that will determine the significance of your efforts.
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